ZECHARIAH

“Whom Jehovah Remembers”

INTRODUCTION

A.
AUTHOR


1.
At least 27 men bear this name in the O.T.



1)
Like Ezekiel, he was of priestly descent (1:1-son of Iddo [Neh 12:1-4]).



2)
He was also called to be a prophet, to stir up the people in rebuilding the 


temple. 

B.
DATE: 520 BC – 518 BC

1.
“In the eighth month of the second year of Darius” (1:1) and continued until 

“the fourth year of King Darius” (7:1).



1)
Zechariah began preaching two months after Haggai and one month after the 


work of rebuilding the temple had begun.



2)
He begins between Haggai’s 2nd and 3rd message (Zech 1:2-6).



3)
Comparing this message with Haggai’s 3rd suggests that while the temple 


was being rebuilt, some repentance was still necessary (Hag 2:4).


2.
606 B.C.–586 B.C. – Israel taken into Babylonian captivity first, then Judah. 



1)
Jerusalem was burned and the temple was demolished.



2)
After 70 years of captivity Cyrus allowed the Jews to return to their land.

3.
536 B.C. – Zerubbabel led this first group (49,897) of exiles (Ezra 2:1-2).


1)
Zechariah came from Babylon to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel (Neh 12:4, 16).



2)
534 B.C. – The foundation of the temple had been laid (Ezra 4).



3)
Discouragement came: Hard work and opposition and hostility of the Samaritans.



4)
It was easier to stop building than to fight, so they abandoned building the 


temple for about 14 years.


4.
They soon became more interested in their own projects at home.



1)
God had caused crop failure and etc. trying to wake them up but to no avail.



2)
Discouragement (and no temple) led to a period of cold religion and lax 


morals.

C.
THEME: Same interests as Haggai – Complete the temple.


1.
Through Haggai, God bluntly rebuked the people for neglecting the rebuilding 

of the temple and encouraged them to be more zealous.


1)
Zechariah message can be thought of as a sequel to Haggai’s book.


2)
The basic message and theme: “I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and 


Zion” (1:14).


2.
Zechariah uses figures and symbolism to enhance Haggai’s initial message.



1)
It is apocalyptic in nature like Daniel and Ezekiel.



2)
It is very Messianic in nature like Isaiah.



3)
Some of the clearest Messianic prophecies in the O.T. are found here.



4)
This is the longest and most difficult of the Minor Prophets.



5)
With its focus on the coming Messiah is much too important to ignore.

D.
MESSAGE

1.
Haggai rebuked and admonished – Zechariah encouraged and looked to brighter 

days (Hag 2:15-19).


1)
He assures Zerubbabel that nothing can keep the temple from being built.



2)
There will be a day of rest – but this is not it.


2.
He looks beyond the material temple to the coming Messiah and the spiritual 

temple (Ezra 6:14).



1)
In this dark day of discouragement which characterized the remnant, 



Zechariah sees God’s glory in a vision of hope (clear Messianic prophecies).


3.
As we read through the book, we must keep in mind that the primary purpose of 

Zechariah’s preaching was to encourage the people in building the temple.


1)
This will be especially helpful later on, when we get into the “visions” of 


Zechariah.


4.
Keep in mind that Zechariah wrote these prophetic visions more than 500 years 

before Jesus was born in Bethlehem.



1)
His words were translated 300 years in the Septuagint (according to secular 


history and Bible evidence) before Jesus entered Nazareth with his parents.

Ch 1-6:
 MESSAGE OF WARNING: EIGHT NIGHT VISIONS.
I.
CALL TO REPENTANCE; PATROL OF THE EARTH (Ch 1).
1:2-6: A CALL TO REPENTANCE
2:
“The LORD was very angry with your fathers.”


1.
Some of the exiles were old enough to remember the temple’s “former glory.”



1)
But most of them are the children and grandchildren of those Jews who watched Nebuchadnezzar destroy Judah.



2)
Right away Zechariah explains why the Jews had spent 70 years in captivity.

3:
“Return to Me…that I may return to you…”


1.
In order to get the people ready for the task at hand he first calls them to repentance.



1)
The ball was in the court of these Jews.



2)
The nature of our relationship with God has not changed in regards to repentance.



2.
God wants a reciprocal relationship.



1)
He does not want it that He approaches people, and they make no changes.



2)
Falling into complacency will eventually separate His people from the fellowship of God.



3)
And the only remedy is for His people to get on their knees and crawl back.



4)
If we are walking in sin, we cannot expect God to condescend to our level.



5)
We must work to ascend toward His through works of repentance and prayer.

4:
“Do not be like your fathers to whom the former prophets proclaimed”


1.
He is telling them to learn the lessons of history.



1)
Since this was the first generation back from captivity, everything that they 


saw and did every day in rebuilding their life in Jerusalem should have made 


this truth that God had been displeased with them self-evident.


2)
But they still needed to be reminded of this starting point.



3)
They had gotten far from Him and garnered His displeasure by ignoring His 


prophets.



4)
They needed to come back to the Lord so that the Lord would return to them.


2.
The first Zechariah was killed in the temple for this admonition.

2 Chron 24:20-21: Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest; and he stood above the people and said to them, "Thus God has said, 'Why do you transgress the commandments of the LORD and do not prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, He has also forsaken you.'"  So they conspired against him and at the command of the king they stoned him to death in the court of the house of the LORD.


1)
Don’t be like your fathers who ignored the prophets.
5:
“Your fathers, where are they?  And the prophets,…?”


1.
Learn from their fathers, who learned things the hard way.



1)
You have a certain amount of time to live – time to act.



2)
Don’t wait until it’s too late.


2.
The prophets were also gone, but their message lasted.



1)
This is proof that God is ever present.



2)
God is true to His word (Deut 28:64).

6:
“Then they repented and said…”


1.
This generation of Jews was better than their forefathers.



1)
They were a purified remnant that God could work with.



2)
The door to God was open to bless them.


2.
The first message is certainly clear enough, and seems to complement Haggai’s 

third message.

1:7-6:8: EIGHT NIGHT VISIONS.
7:
“On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month,”


1.
Three months later, Zechariah had a series of visions that occurred in one night.



1)
It also lets us know that Haggai’s messages are now complete.
1:8-17:
FIRST VISION: HORSEMEN UNDER THE MYRTLE TREES. 


(Everything is OK. No problems now).

8: 
In the vision Zechariah sees “riding a man a red horse…among the myrtle trees.” 

1.
According to Smith’s Bible dictionary, a myrtle tree “is a shrub or low tree sometimes ten feet high, with green shining leaves, and snow-white flowers bordered with purple, which emit a perfume more exquisite than that of the rose.” 


1)
Behind the man on the red horse are three other horses whose colors were red, sorrel (brown, NIV), and white. 


2)
While I do not think that these are the same horses nor have the same meaning, it is worthwhile to point out that in Revelation 6 we see four horses whose colors are red, white, black, and pale green. Zechariah 6 probably has a greater parallel to Revelation 6 than this passage does.

  
9:
Zechariah asks, “My Lord, what are these?” 

The angel responds, “I will show you what these are.”  

10:
But it is the one riding the red horse and is now “standing among the myrtle trees” that gives the actual response of who these horses are. 

“These are the ones whom the LORD has sent to patrol (walk to and fro throughout) the earth.” 
1. This is very reminiscent of the answer that Satan gave in the book of Job when questioned by the Lord where he had been. 
1) Satan responded in Job 1:7 and Job 2:2: “From roaming about on the earth and walking around on it (going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it).” 
2) Not only does Satan wander throughout the earth, but we see the Lord has His messengers that also patrol the earth as well. 
2. This imagery of the horses going throughout the earth is likely a way to conjure an image that they had seen under the Persian Empire. 
1) The Persian kings sent out messengers on horses to keep them informed of what was happening in the empire. 
2) In the same way, we are seeing the Lord sending out His messengers throughout the earth to show the people that the Lord knows the affairs of men on the earth.
11: 
“all the earth is peaceful and quiet”

1. We see the horses have patrolled the earth and are now giving their report to the “angel of the Lord.” 
1) The angel of the Lord receives the report that the horses “have patrolled the earth and all the earth is peaceful and quiet (remains at peace).” 
2) On the surface, this report would seem to be pleasing and good. 
3) However, due to the response of the angel of the Lord in verse 12, we must understand that this was not a favorable response. 
4) A few months earlier, Zechariah’s contemporary Haggai had prophesied, “Once more in a little while I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land. And I will shake all the nations…” (Hag 2:6-7). 
5) This depicts for us an imagery of judgment upon the world powers and nations for their wickedness. 
12:
“How long will You have no compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which You have been indignant (angry) these 70 years?”
1. All is at peace and the judgments have not commenced yet. 

1) There is a question about which time frame is the 70 years referring to. 
2) Does the 70 years refer to the time of the Jews captivity (606-536 BC) or to the destruction of the temple (586-516 BC)? 
2. While I cannot be dogmatic, I believe the latter is correct since the angel asks about the cities and not the captive people who had been released. 
1) The temple has stood in ruins for “these 70 years” by the hands of the heathen nations. 
2) How long will God be angry and not show mercy toward his city?
13:
“The LORD answered the angel…with gracious words, comforting words.”

14:
Then the angel told Zechariah to “Proclaim” these comforting words, words describing the Lord’s zeal “for Jerusalem and Zion.”
15:
Words conveying God’s anger “with the nations.”

1. The Lord says that he was only “a little angry” with Jerusalem.

1)
1:2: Zechariah said the Lord was “very angry” with their fathers.

2)
We are able to see the depth of God’s anger.

3)
While God was very angry with Judah, He was not to the point of wrath in which He would utterly destroy them.

2. God’s intention was not for a permanent destruction of His people nor of the city and temple.

1)
However, the cruelty and severity that Assyria and Babylon brought upon Israel and Judah, respectively, was too much.

2)
Therefore, the Lord is “very angry” at what they have done and the ease that the world nations now rest.

16:
“My house will be built in it.”

1. A declaration is made form the Lord that He “will return to Jerusalem with compassion.”
1)
“The measuring line will be stretched over Jerusalem.”

2. The nations will not disturb the rebuilding of the temple.

1)
This vision (and the one to follow) appears to confirm the promise made to Zerubbabel by Haggai.

2)
History shows us that these assurances were realized and the temple was rebuilt just as God promised.

17:
God promises 3 things:


“My cities will again overflow with prosperity”


“The LORD will again comfort Zion”


God will “again choose Jerusalem.”

1. It is clear by looking back at history that these things would not be fully fulfilled in the rebuilding of the physical city and the temple.

1)
As Daniel prophesied, there was still to be turmoil, tribulations, and persecutions in Jerusalem and abominations of desolations within her temple.

2)
The true fulfillment of these promises is found in the Messiah and His building the new Jerusalem (Rev 21). 

3)
The rebuilding of the temple and the city were only partial blessings.
4)
These served as a token or a deposit to prove that the realities that had been prophesied through the Messiah would come.

5)
The Jews looked for an immediate, physical fulfillment which were only shadows of the reality that would be found in Jesus Christ (Heb 10:1).
· A similar analogy would be the blessings we experience now are simply a deposit and guarantee of the future blessings that we will receive if we remain faithful till the end (Eph 1:13-14).
1:18-21: SECOND VISION: THE FOUR HORNS AND FOUR CRAFTSMEN. 

18-19: “four horns…which have scattered Judah, Israel and Jerusalem.”

1. Horns in the Bible is often used figuratively to represent authorities, powers, and strength.
1)
2 Sam 22:3: “My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge;”

2)
Ps 18:2: “The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.”
3)
Also see (Ps 75:4-5, 10; 89:17, 24; 92:10; 112:9; 132:17; 148:14; Jer 48:25; Ezek 29:21; 34:21; Dan 7-8).
2. Some commentators identity these 4 horns as the nations of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, and Persia.

1)
Others name different nations as the 4 horns that are being described here.



2)
I do not believe that the angel is identifying 4 particular nations here.


3.
While certainly Assyria and Babylon scattered the people of God, it doesn’t seem to fit Egypt or Persia.

1)
One may argue that the Jews fled to Egypt in Jeremiah’s day and eventually perished, but that does not really fit what is being described here.

2)
Persia was the nation that let the captives go free and rebuild in Israel.  Certainly, under Persia there were evil men like Haman who tried to extinguish the Jews, but again this does not seem to fit the pattern of nations who in the past had scattered Israel and Judah.


4.
I believe the “four horns” simply represent all the world nations that have taken part in Israel’s destruction and scattering.



1)
This will become more evident in the next vision.

20-21: “four craftsmen…to throw down the horns of the nations who have lifted up their horns against the land of Judah in order to scatter it.”

1. I think verse 21 proves the interpretation of the horns.

1)
God says that the horns are the “horns of the nations” that went against Judah.

2)
Therefore, all the nations that went against Judah, not just four, would have the craftsmen come against them.

3)
The craftsmen cut up the horns = the power of the nations.

2. The craftsmen seem to also represent the world nations that God used to conquer those who troubled and scattered Judah.

1)
What is interesting is that some of the craftsmen would become horns against Israel.



2)
For example, Babylon would have been a craftsman that uprooted the horn of Assyria, since Assyria scattered the northern nation.


3)
However, Babylon became a horn by scattering Judah.



4)
Therefore, Persia arose to conquer Babylon.

3. The message seems to be that God is working through these heathen nations.

1)
Those nations that were horns against Israel and Judah would be terrified and cast down by other nations.

2)
This was all done by the hand of God.

4. Therefore, Persia came to power by God to destroy Babylon so that the people could return to Jerusalem and rebuild God’s temple.

1)
Any problems that they have encountered by the nations in trying to rebuild will also be cast down.

2)
As we know, Persia would not last either as it was conquered by Greece, just as Daniel prophesied (Dan 2:39; 8:20-22).

3)
The craftsmen would have divine and Persian support.

4)
All enemies who opposed the rebuilding of the temple would be defeated.

5)
Oppressors would be judged – they could not withstand God. 

II.
TAKE OFF YOUR FILTHY GARMENTS Ch 2-3).
2:1-13: THIRD VISION: THE MAN WITH A MEASURING LINE.

1-5:
The FIRST PART of the vision indicates that Jerusalem would be inhabited – overflowing and protected by the Lord.
1:
1.
Zechariah looks up and “there is a man with a measuring line in his hand.”


1)
We have seen measuring lines used many times by the prophets.



2)
To stretch out the measuring line was either a symbol of destruction, to measure it for its fall, or it was a symbol of rebuilding.


2.
1:16: God said that the measuring line would be stretched out over Jerusalem.



1)
This vision appears to develop further the same thought.



2)
Since the city had already been destroyed and from the tone of the book, we understand the measuring line is a symbol that the city will be rebuilt.

4:
“Jerusalem will be inhabited without walls because of the multitude of men and cattle within it.”


1.
This vision goes beyond the rebuilding of physical Jerusalem and the restoration of physical Israel.


1)
This is a picture of the constant expansion of the city.



2)
So many people will flow into the city of Jerusalem that it would be a city without walls, always growing larger.



3)
The new spiritual Jerusalem is not measured because it is universal, worldwide, and unlimited.

5:
God declares that He “will be a wall of fire around her” and “will be the glory in her midst.”

1. The city would have no need for walls because the Lord will offer its protection and will have glory because the Lord will dwell in her midst.

1)
Clearly, this is not referring to the literal city of Jerusalem for many reasons.

2. First, if there were to be no walls, why was Nehemiah doing God’s will to leave Persia and build the walls of the city 80 years later (444 BC)? 

1)
Jerusalem was a city that had many layers of walls around it until Rome demolished the city in 70 AD.

3. Second, these images are spiritual images concerning spiritual Jerusalem.

1)
Certainly the city would not literally have fire as walls surrounding it.

2)
These are images of what Jerusalem would be in the days of the coming of the Messiah.
3)
Zechariah is trying to teach these Jews the spiritual nature of what God was trying to accomplish.

4. Is it necessary to build walls around physical Jerusalem?

1)
Yes – so that Christ can come to die at the right time.

6-9:
The SECOND PART of the vision calls for the dispersed Jews to return.

1. Flee from Babylon for Jehovah is against such nations.

1)
But things will be different this.

2)
When the people come to the Lord, God is not going to scatter them, but will protect them.

3)
No one will touch the people of God without bringing judgment upon themselves.

8-9:

4)
Those who would take their stand against God’s people will be destroyed.

10-12:
The THIRD PART of the vision proclaims the future “joy…of Zion.”

1. The Lord calls out to Zion to rejoice.

1)
In these verses we see 3 points which further prove that these events are talking about the coming of God’s kingdom through the Messiah rather than a literal fulfillment in physical Jerusalem.

2. First, God is coming and He will live among them.

1)
Even when the temple is rebuilt in 516 BC and the walls of the city are completed in 444 BC, we never read about the glory of the Lord returning to the temple.
2)
When the tabernacle was completed, the Lord filled the tabernacle with His glory.

3)
Similarly, when the temple was completed, the Lord filled the temple with His glory.

4)
But this is not true of the rebuilt temple.

5)
God did not return His glory to that place.

6)
The return of the Lord is not pointing to a physical temple but the coming of the kingdom under the Messiah.

11:
3.
Second, in v 11 we see that “many nations will join themselves to the LORD in that day and will become My people.”


1)
This is clearly the call of the Messiah to all the nations to receive salvation, as we read about in the book of Acts.


2)
For the nations to join the Lord is the prophecy that Jews and Gentiles will be offered salvation and deliverance.



3)
This is not true with the rebuilding of the physical temple in 516 BC.


4.
Finally, the prophetic phrase “in that day” (11) is used, which is almost exclusively used to refer to the days of the coming Messiah.



1)
The prophecy was not about things that would happen in a couple years.



2)
“In that day” was pointing to a future day of glory when the Messiah would come to free His people.


5.
This is more clearly expressed in the statement, “I will dwell in your midst and you will know that the Lord of hosts has sent Me to you.”


1)
Notice carefully the sentence structure and you will see that this is God the Messiah speaking to God the Father.



2)
The person speaking is sent by the LORD Almighty to the people.



3)
Here is a direct reference to the coming of the Messiah to the people of Israel.



4)
The salvation and deliverance the Messiah would bring would be reason for shouting and gladness among Zion and all the nations.



5)
The life of Christ and the blessings He brought made it evident that He was sent from the LORD of hosts.



6)
This is the message preached in Acts 2 and throughout the book of Acts.

12:
“The LORD will possess Judah as His portion in the holy land,”


1.
The context is spiritual – our home – living there (3:9).

2:13: The vision ends with the call going out to all the people for them to be “silent… before the LORD; for He is aroused from His holy habitation.”


1.
This picture immediately calls to mind the words of Habakkuk:



Hab 2:20: “But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him.”



1)
When we compare these prophecies we see that Zechariah records that the God is about to act.



2)
The LORD has aroused Himself from His temple and things are going to change.



3)
The plan has been put in motion – all was purposed by God.

3:1-10:
FOURTH VISION: TESTING JOSHUA, THE HIGH PRIEST AND SATAN.

1:
Zechariah now sees “Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.”
1. This drama is the setting of a courtroom.  It is the Supreme Court of the Universe.

1)
God is the judge.

2)
Joshua, the high priest, is the defendant.

3)
Satan is the prosecuting attorney (accuser).

4)
God (or Christ) is the defense attorney.

2. Satan is always ready to accuse and oppose those who would be followers of God.

1)
Notice that Joshua didn’t say anything when Satan was accusing him.

2)
Joshua didn’t defend himself (can’t against Satan).

2:
“And the LORD said to Satan, ‘The LORD rebuke you, Satan!’”

1. The Judge comes to the rescue and defends Joshua.

1)
It was not Joshua’s battle to fight – the battle belonged to the Lord.

2)
We are at war with Satan but the battle and the victory belongs to the Lord.

3)
We can’t fight Satan with our own power and we don’t have to!

2. 1 John 2:2: “”…if anyone sins we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”

1)
The word advocate means “lawyer.”
2)
Jesus has never lost a case.


“Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”

1. Notice that Jerusalem and Joshua are considered one and the same.

1)
Joshua standing before the Lord is a representation of the people of Israel.

2)
This will be more clearly seen as we go through this prophecy.

3)
Therefore, Israel is depicted as being retrieved from the fire of Babylonian captivity and now stands before God.

3:
“Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel.”

1. We see why Satan is ready to make His accusations.
1)
Joshua is standing before the angel in filthy clothes.

2)
The priesthood and the nation of Israel is represented by Joshua.

3)
They were filthy and full of sins.

4)
It is for this very reason that God brought judgment upon the nation.

5)
Sins had stained the clothes of Israel.

6)
Sin is like having filthy, defiled clothing on in God’s sight.

2. Satan is likely bringing the accusation that the Lord cannot use the nation anymore because it is a filthy nation.

1)
When Satan talks about God, he lies.

2)
But Satan was right when he talked to God about Joshua’s sins.

3)
But instead of being condemned for the filthy clothes, something amazing happens.

4:
“He spoke and said to those who were standing before him, saying, ‘Remove the filthy garments from him.’ Again he said to him, ‘See, I have taken your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes.’”

1. This verse explains this symbol as the sins being taken away and fresh, clean garments are now put on.

5:
“Then I said, ‘Let them put a clean turban on his head.’ So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments, while the angel of the Lord was standing by.’” 

1. This would bring to mind the garments of the priest standing before God.

1)
Joshua has now been made acceptable to stand before the Lord.

2)
Joshua represents the purification of the priesthood.

2. This event is a reminder of the prophetic words of Isaiah.

1)
Isa 1:18: “‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ says the Lord, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool.’”

2)
Isa 64:6-7: “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls on Your name, who arouses himself to take hold of You; for You have hidden Your face from us and have delivered us into the power of our iniquities.”

6:
“And the angel of the Lord admonished Joshua, saying, 
7:
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will also govern My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you free access among these who are standing here.”’”

1. The angel now charges Joshua to walk in the ways of God and keep the requirements of God.

1)
This is the command of the Lord: there must be full obedience.

2)
Their sins have been removed from Joshua by the mercy of the Lord, so now obedience is expected and required. 

2. Notice the three things that are said will happen if Joshua will keep the commands of God and walk in His ways:

1)
“Govern My house.”

2)
“Charge over My courts.”

3)
“Free access among these who are standing here.”

3. Joshua would not be treated like an outcast because of his filthy clothes.

1)
How is all this possible?

2)
How can it be that Israel’s iniquities have been taken away?

3)
They should be condemned for all that they have done wrong.

4)
Satan is right to be ready to accuse.

5)
Has God just simply ignored the problem? 

6)
No, the answer is given in verses 8-10.
7)
All of these things (1-7) are symbolic (shadows, Heb 10:1) of things to come.

8:
“Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of you — indeed they are men who are a symbol, for behold, I am going to bring in My servant the Branch. 
9:
‘For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave an inscription on it,’ declares the Lord of hosts, ‘and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.’ 
10:
‘In that day,’ declares the Lord of hosts, ‘every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree.’”


1.
The LORD is going to send His “servant, the Branch” Isa 4:2).


1)
He is the one that will come and remove the sins of the people and establish His kingdom, a “stone” that will shatter all other kingdoms and will endure forever (Dan 2:44-45).


2.
“In one day,” the sins of the people would be removed by the Branch of the Lord.



1)
In that one day, on a cross, Jesus suffered, died, resurrected 3 days later taking away the sins of the world.




Heb 9:26: “Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”


3.
When that happened, the people would now have peace and security in the Lord.



1)
That is the meaning of the images of sitting under the vine and the fig tree (Isa 36:16; 1 Kings 4:24-25; Isa 2:2-4; 11:1-9; Mic 4:1-5).



2)
These are images of the protection of the Lord in the coming kingdom of the Messiah.



3)
Therefore, these messages would find their fulfillment in the coming of the Messiah and the kingdom He established when He came.

CONCLUSION

1.
God calls on them to repent and unlike their forefathers they do.


1.
They deserved whatever judgment God brought upon them.

2.
Eight night visions to encourage the remnant.


1.
Four horsemen – Everything is peaceful now.


2.
Four horns and craftsmen – Any opposition will be defeated.



1)
Divine and human protection (Persia).


3.
Man with a measuring line – Spiritual Jerusalem, not measured, not limited, universal.



1)
No walls are needed – God will protect.


4.
Joshua and Jerusalem in God’s courtroom – Forgiven.



1)
Branch would take away all sins – Freedom – Blessing in Gospel age.

3.
Will we qualify for Christ as our defense attorney?

1.
Well, that all depends on who we are and where we stand with the judge before we enter the courtroom.



1)
No case is too difficult – always wins.



2)
Don’t try to defend yourself – will lose!  NEED GOD’S GRACE!
III.
VISIONS OF FUTURE GLORY (Ch 4-6).

REVIEW


1.
Zechariah was a prophet of God who worked together with Haggai.



1)
Their work mainly focused on the rebuilding of the temple (Ezra 5:1-2; 6:14-15).

2.
The book starts out in typical fashion with a call to repentance.



1)
Then we find 8 night visions that occurred in one night.


3.
Ch 1-3: The visions speak of encouragement for the present, and then move to encouragement in the promise of the Messiah.



1)
1:18-17: The horsemen under the myrtle trees – Everything is OK – The temple will be rebuilt.



2)
1:18-21: The four horns and the four craftsmen – Opposition is cast down, will have support (Persia).



3)
2:1-13: The man with the measuring line – Four parts of this vision.




1-5:
FIRST PART: Beyond rebuilding physical Jerusalem – without walls – God will be a wall of fire (protection).




6-9:
SECOND PART: Dispersed Jews (remnant) will return – Things will be different (not be scattered again).



    10-12:
THIRD PART: Call all nations to rejoice, Messiah in the midst.



13:
FOURTH PART: God’s plan has been put in motion.

4. These visions were designed to motivate the people in completing the temple.

1)
As God related His zeal for Jerusalem and His house (1:14, 16, 21; 2:4).

2)
As God reassures Joshua the high priest of his role (3:6-7).

3)
As God revealed even greater things to come pertaining to His Servant (the Messiah, 3:8-10).

5. Ch 4-6: It appears that we see the same pattern.

1)
The early visions of Ch 4 are going to give encouragement to the people for the present fulfillment of God’s blessings.

2)
But as we move closer to Ch 6, we will see the visions begin to give encouragement concerning the promised future fulfillment of God’s blessings through Jesus Christ.

6. The angel who had been talking with Zechariah in the previous visions returning to him and asking him what he sees.

4:1-14:
FIFTH VISION: THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND AND TWO OLIVE TREES.

4:1-10:
THE LAMPSTAND.
2:
“a lampstand”
1. The lampstand here is something that would have been will known to the Jews.

1)
The Hebrew word for “lampstand” is menorah.

2)
It is the word used of the lampstand that was to be placed in the tabernacle as instructed by God in Ex 25; 37).


2.
However, there are a couple of distinguishing attributes of this lampstand that Zechariah sees verses that which was in the tabernacle.



1)
The lampstand that Zechariah sees has a “bowl on the top of it.”



2)
Furthermore, this lampstand has 7 channels feeding into it so that oil could be poured into it from the “two olive branches” (4:12).

4:
“What are these, my lord?”

1. Good Bible students ask questions.

1)
If he had not asked he would have remained ignorant.

5:
“No, my lord.”

1. Note his admission of ignorance (John 7:17; 8:32).

1)
Too many people think that the Bible is a book with no meaning.

2)
One reason is because they do not inquire as to its significance.

3)
The Bible is a MUSEUM OF WONDERS – Greatest book of all time.

6:
“This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel.”

1. The lampstand and its oil represents the word of the Lord.

1)
In this case it is the word of the Lord which is to be given to Zerubbabel.

2)
It is a message of encouragement and assurance.

3)
This is a lamp (message) that won’t go out (a promise from God).


2.
The message of the word of the Lord is “not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit.”



1)
Remember that Zerubbabel was the leader of the first return of the exiles from captivity in 536 BC.



2)
He was responsible for directing the affairs of rebuilding.



3)
Under his leadership he was working with the people to rebuild the temple.



4)
The temple foundation was quickly laid, but because of political problems the temple was never completed.



5)
16 years have now passed and the temple is still not completed.



6)
Imagine the discouragement Zerubbabel must have felt in trying to get the people to work for 16 years without any success.

3.
The word of the Lord has come to tell Zerubbabel it is God’s will to complete the work.

1)
The temple will be finished not because of human might or power, but through the will of God.


4.
This message from God was a command to go to work.



1)
It was always God’s will that we be workers (Gen 2:15; Eph 2:10).



2)
The people had enormous difficulties in rebuilding, but they were assured they had the resources more than equal to the task.

7:
“What are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain;”


1.
The Lord proves His point by saying that the mighty mountain has been leveled to the ground.



1)
Here “mountain” represents a nation or government.



2)
Example: Jer 51:24-25: “I will repay Babylon…Behold, I am against you, O destroying mountain, who destroys the whole earth,” declares the LORD, “and I will stretch out My hand against you, and roll you down from the crags, and I will make you a burnt out mountain.”



3)
All of the obstacles which were standing in the way of the temple’s completion are now removed.


“he will bring forth the top stone (capstone; finishing stone)”

9:
1.
Zerubbabel will lay the last stone as he did the “foundation” (first stone).
1)
The word of the Lord explicitly tells us that this is the meaning of the lampstand.

2)
Nothing will stop the work for God has purposed its completion.

10:
“these seven will be glad—these are the eyes of the LORD”

1. Represented by the 7 lamps which scans the whole earth.

1)
There would be great joy when Zerubbabel picks up the “plumb line” and finishes the work.


“For who has despised the day of small things?”

1. With such encouragement, who can despise this small beginning?

1)
Their efforts may seem feeble, but success is inevitable.

2)
Exerting effort makes us strong (Rom 5:3-4; 8:31, 37).

3)
God cares – work that has His favor upon it will succeed (Phil 1:6; 2:12-13).

2. It is a mistake to measure the importance of anything by its size.

1)
Compare large cities and large trees – all of them at one time were small.

2)
A mother expects to see maturity and dignity from a baby to adulthood.

3)
Learning the alphabet is the foundation of future greatness.

3. Lessons:

1)
Discouragement from past work is not a good reason for neglecting duties.

2)
When work is waiting – the time to do it is now.

3)
When Jehovah speaks – things happen (prophets got results).

4)
Do not despise baptism – Do “little things” count?

5)
Is the church a “little thing”?  Is it important or do you despise it?

4:11-14: THE TWO OLIVE TREES.

14:
“These are the two who are anointed ones who are standing by (to serve) the LORD of all the earth.”

1. The general consensus among commentators is that these two anointed ones are Joshua and Zerubbabel – GIVE MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE.


1)
Joshua, acting as the high priest for the people, was to be anointed according to the law.


*
This interpretation has some difficulties.

AN ALTERNATE CONCLUSION


1.
How can it be that Zerubbabel and Joshua are the branches feeding the oil to the lampstand, which we have noticed is the word of God?
2. Second, Rev 11:4-6: uses the same description of the “two olive branches” but gives us more description.

1)
There we see the two who stand before the Lord are those who “have the power to shut the sky, that no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have the power over the waters to turn them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire” (Rev 11:6).

2)
These seem to be obvious descriptions of powers exerted by Elijah and Moses, respectively.  These two represent the law and the prophets.

3. This makes more sense that these two are the ones providing the oil into the lampstand in the vision.

1)
The law and the prophets are the word of God and the promises of God’s word were now going to come to pass.

2)
That which had been prophesied by previous prophets like Ezekiel and Daniel concerning a rebuilding is now in the process of taking place.

3)
This understanding helps round out the meaning of the vision.

4)
God’s word would come to pass and the promises of God would be upheld.

5)
Zerubbabel’s work would be accomplished.

6)
God was leveling the obstacles that stood in the way of His people serving Him.

5:1-4: SIXTH VISION: THE FLYING SCROLL.
2:
“its length is twenty cubits and its width is ten cubits”

1. The scroll’s length was 30 feet and its width was 15 feet.

1)
It is interesting to note at the least that these are the same dimensions as the porch of Solomon built before the entrance of the temple.

2)
The flying scroll is also the same dimensions as the Holy Place of the tabernacle.

3)
Since the size is the same as these two things, we are likely seeing the communication of the law and holiness in these dimensions.

3:
“‘Then he said to me, ‘This is the curse that is going forth over the face of the whole land; surely everyone who steals will be purged away according to the writing on one side, and everyone who swears will be purged away according to the writing on the other side.’”

1. The flying scroll represents the curse that goes over the whole land against those who steal and those who swear falsely. 
1)
In this vision we have a reminder that sin will not be tolerated and a warning against those who would be careless with the law of God.

2)
The people of Israel had been in captivity for 70 years because of such carelessness and it seems that some of the people were relapsing into those same errors.

3)
This vision ensures such will be removed from God’s people.

4)
This vision emphasizes God’s justice.
5:5-11:
SEVENTH VISION: THE WOMAN IN A BASKET.

6:
“This is the ephah going forth.” – About 1 bushel or a 7-8 gallon basket or barrel.

7-8:
“woman sitting inside…This is wickedness”

1. We see the removal of the sins of the people.

1)
Their sins had been very great and grievous against the Lord, causing His anger to burn hot and destroy them.

2)
The people have returned from their punishment in captivity and now God is showing them that those sins have been removed and taken to a far away land.

11:
“Shinar”

1. There is a growing wickedness developing in Shinar.
1)
But Shinar was also a reference to Babylon.

2)
Though by this point Babylon had been conquered by Persia, Shinar and Babylon still stood as a reference for the world nations of wickedness that stand against God.

2. In Revelation we see the use of the name Babylon to represent a wicked world power that stood against God’s kingdom.

1)
In this vision we are getting a glimpse that the evil powers have not been destroyed completely yet, even though the people’s sins are removed and they are building in Jerusalem.

2)
Sin is being sent back to where it belongs – delivered to Satan (1 Cor 5).

6:1-8: EIGHTH VISION: THE FOUR CHARIOTS.

5:
“These are the four spirits (winds) of heaven” (1:7-11).

1.
The angel responds that these are the going out of the “four winds of heaven.”


1)
The four winds of heaven is an image of judgment.

Jer 49:36: “Against Elam I will bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and scatter them toward all those winds.”



2)
Rev 7:1: We see the “four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back (restraining) the four winds of the earth,” until the servants of God were sealed (7:2-3).


3)
Again, this was an image of holding off judgment until the people of God were marked for protection.


2.
Likewise, in this vision we are seeing the judgments of God going out against the world nations.

6:

1)
“North country”: Assyria and Babylon.



2)
In the last vision of the woman in the basket, we saw that the wicked nations would not be shattered yet.



3)
Now, in this vision of “the four chariots,” we see the judgments going out against these wicked nations.



4)
Ch 1: We see the horsemen patrolling the earth and reporting that all is at rest.



5)
This is God’s guarantee of the coming fulfillment of all that had been revealed through the prophets.



6)
Now we see the report that the judgments of God are being poured out.



7)
The rest of this chapter shows us how God’s judgments were coming.

6:9-15:
THE COMMAND TO CROWN JOSHUA.

1.
We are not told that Zechariah is seeing a vision in this section.



1)
Therefore, Zechariah is preaching a picture sermon, such as Ezekiel did by laying on his side for 390 days and 40 days for the sins of Israel and Judah.



2)
Zechariah is going to act out some things to represent a future glory.

10-11:
Zechariah is told to “take silver and gold” from the “exiles” and make a “crown,” and set it on the “head of Joshua” the high priest.

12:
In performing this act, Zechariah would say, “Thus says the LORD of hosts, ‘Behold, a man whose name is Branch: for He will branch out from where He is; and He will build the temple of the LORD.’”
1. We have already seen the name of the “Branch” used who would remove the sins of the people in a single day.

1)
The Branch is therefore a very clear reference to the Messiah, Jesus.

2)
Notice the descriptions of the Branch in this passage.


2.
“He will branch out from this place.”



1)
The prophecy says that the Messiah would come from among His own people.



2)
This would be a reminder of the prophecy of Isaiah who said, “For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground” (Isa 53:2). 



3)
God is reiterating His promise of the Messiah.


3.
“He will build the temple of the LORD.”



1)
Zechariah had already prophesied that Zerubbabel would place the top stone on the temple and complete its building.



2)
Therefore, Zechariah is prophesying of a spiritual temple that the Messiah would build (Matt 16:18; 1 Cor 3:16; Eph 2:19-22).



3)
This is not the physical temple – it was completed by Zerubbabel (4:9).

13:
“He will bear the honor and sit and rule on His throne.”


1.
Heb 1:8: Christ is now ruling on His throne.


1)
Heb 2:9: “…for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor…”



2)
Through His sacrifice, the Messiah would receive great glory and honor.


3)
Acts 2:30: “…He would raise up the Christ to sit on His throne.”



4)
When Christ resurrected, He sat down on the throne and began to rule in His kingdom.

“He will be a priest on His throne…peace will be between the two offices.”

1. To place the crown on Joshua was a sign that there would be a high priest who would also reign as king (Heb 4:14; 8:4).

1)
To be a priest and king at the same time was not possible under the old covenant.

2)
The king came from the tribe of Judah (Christ) and priests came from the tribe of Levi (Heb 7:14).
2. Heb 5:5-10: The writer shows us that Christ was a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 

1)
Melchizedek was the high priest of God and king of Salem, and after this order Jesus Christ would rule as king and as high priest in the house of God.

2)
This would not cause a state of war, but there would be peace and harmony as Christ would unite the two offices.

3)
Christ does all this NOW – The kingdom is now, not future.”

15:
“Those who are far off will come and help build the temple of the LORD.”


1.
The Gentiles would be invited to have a part in the spiritual temple (Rom 1:13, 16).



Acts 2:39: “The promise is to you and your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”



1)
1 Pet 2:5: Jews and Gentiles would take part in the building of the Lord’s spiritual house as all who would come to Him would be “spiritual stones.”

“and you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.”

1. This is the same structure as in Zech 2:11.

1)
It is the Messiah speaking that the people would know that the Lord had sent Him to them.

2)
This again proves that these promises were Messianic and were fulfilled in the days of the Messiah.

SUMMARY: JESUS, THE PERFECT FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY

1.
In these chapters we see that Jesus is the only person who could fulfill the prophecies made concerning the Messiah.


1.
Jesus had to fulfill the law so that no curse could be placed upon Him, rendering His sacrifice ineffective.


1)
Jesus is the only person who could trace His lineage back and reign as a king and yet still offer mediation for us as a high priest.



2)
We ought to not only be in awe of the perfect life that He led, but we truly need to be in awe that there was a person who could come and fulfill all of these things.

2. The Jews did not think that the Messiah could be embodied in one person because there were so many prophecies concerning what He would do.

1)
Yet, Jesus was able to be born in a little town in Bethlehem,
2)
Grow up in Nazareth,

3)
Accurately teaching concerning the kingdom of God,

4)
Living according to the Law of Moses,

5)
Teach as someone who had authority from God,

6)
Establish God’s kingdom through His death, resurrection, and ascension.

7)
Sending the Holy Spirit and shattering the world nations (Matt 28:18).

3. Jesus, who could ascend to heaven itself and enter the true tabernacle of God and offer a sacrifice for our sins on the mercy-seat of God, sit down on the throne of God and be given all power and rule.

1)
Jesus, as the only answer to the mystery of how Jews could have salvation from their sins and how Gentiles could be brought near to God, creating a new humanity and creation known as the Christian.

2)
Who else could fulfill all of these prophecies?

3)
Who else could possibly have dared to try?

4)
We see the hand of God working miraculously and providentially to bring about the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

2.
Jesus, the perfect judge of the enemies of God.


1.
Chapter 6 also depicts the judgment upon the enemies of God.



1)
Jesus has established His kingdom and it has already been prophesied that He will rule until all His enemies are destroyed.



2)
Many of His enemies have already been destroyed.



3)
History has shown the fall of Assyria, the fall of Babylon, the fall of Persia, the fall of Greece, the fall of the Jewish kingdom, and the fall of Rome.



4)
All of these events were prophesied in the scriptures.


2.
Who would be crazy enough to stand against the kingdom of Jesus Christ?



1)
The outcome is sure defeat.



2)
Will we be wise and humbly surrender to our King?

3.
6:15: “if you completely (will diligently) obey the LORD your God.”


1.
Surrender is not defeat but victory for the Lord has promised to give us the spoils of His victory (Eph 4:7-8).



1)
Obey the Lord today and be joined with the Messiah in victory.


2.
Having been reminded in this study of the Lord’s role as both king and priest, let us close by asking:



1)
Are you submitting to the Kingship of Christ?



2)
Are you making proper use of His intercession as our High Priest?

· How you respond to His gospel will answer these questions.
IV.
PROBLEMS: ISRAEL’S FASTING (Ch 7-8).

Ch 7: OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN FASTING.

7:1-3:
QUESTION ABOUT THE FIFTH MONTH FAST.

1:
“In the fourth year of King Darius” – 518 BC, nearly 2 years later.

2:
The people send messengers to ask the priests…

3:
“Shall I weep in the fifth month and abstain, as I have done these many years?”

1. The fifth month was the time of the year the temple was destroyed nearly 70 years before (2 Kings 25:8-9; Jer 52:12-13).
1)
Perhaps because the temple was being rebuilt, they wanted to know if they should continue with a fast designed to commemorate the temple’s destruction.

2. Ever since the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC, the Israelite captives in Babylon were keeping four separate fasts (8:19).

1)
The fast of the fourth month was to remember the breach of the walls of Jerusalem (Jer 52:6-7).
2)
The fast of the fifth month was for the destruction and burning of the temple (2 Kings 25:8; Jer 52:12-13).

3)
In the seventh month was to mourn the murder of Gedaliah, whom Nebuchadnezzar had made governor of the land (2 Kings 25:25; Jer 41:1-3, 43).

4)
The tenth month fast remembered the initial attack against Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 25:1; Jer 52:4).

3. Now that the captives had returned from Babylon, the people wanted to know if they should still keep these fasts and periods of mourning.

1)
God commanded only one yearly fast for the Jews – the Day of Atonement (Lev 23:26-32).
4. But Israel had a long history of fasting for any great national calamity.

1) Jud 20:26: Israel wept and fasted when they defeated Benjamin.

2) 1 Sam 7:6: Israel repented for worshiping foreign gods.

3) 1 Sam 31:13: Fasted 7 days when Saul and Jonathan were killed.

4) Joel 2:13-15: Repent, fast – “rend your heart and not your garments.”
7:4-7:
THEIR FASTS: FOR THE LORD, OR FOR THEMSELVES?


1.
God’s questions to Israel strike at the heart of the problem.



1)
In response, the Lord challenges them to evaluate their devotion.




2)
They are challenged to consider whether they had been serving themselves or the Lord in keeping these fasts.

7:

3)
God would have preferred them to obey Him from the beginning.



4)
THEIR EXILE WAS BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS.


2.
Note: Which is better?



1)
To worship God as He first instructed?


2)
Or to develop traditions to bemoan your state after you have disobeyed Him?



3)
Clearly God desired the former.



4)
Fasting and mourning would have been unnecessary–even now if they obey.


3.
Self-pleasing worship (worship for personal benefit) is condemned.



1)
The people were fasting and mourning during these periods of time that were to be a remembrance for what had happened to their city, temple, and people.



2)
Once those days of mourning were completed, the people would return to their eating, drinking, and feasting.



3)
EX: When celebrating Veteran’s Day, do you really go out to mourn over the veterans?




4)
God points out that these things were not done to be pleasing to God.



5)
God had not asked the people to keep these days for remembrance.


4.
Further, even though the people remembered these days, the point of the worship was not for the glory of God.



1)
Instead, the purpose was for their own benefit and a wallowing in their own self-pity for what had happened to them.


2)
Were they lamenting over God’s loss or was it sorrow for their inconvenience?

5. God is telling the people that there is no value to worship if the honor is done for their own self-pleasing benefits and not for the adoration of God, the one who is to be revered.

1)
While we may be amazed at how the remnant of Israel would be keeping these fasts for their own benefit, we must recognize that we may be doing the same thing in our worship today.

7:8-10:
HYPOCRITICAL WORSHIP IS CONDEMNED.



WHAT GOD’S WORSHIP DEMANDS.

8:
“Then the word of the Lord came to Zechariah saying, 
9:
‘Thus has the Lord of hosts said, “Dispense true justice and practice kindness and compassion each to his brother; 
10:
and do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.”’”

1.
Zechariah goes on to point out how hypocritical we are when we engage in self-pleasing worship.



1)
He describes what God wants from His people.



2)
This is the only heart that can come to God in worship.



3)
Notice carefully again some of the things God is looking for in us.


2.
God reminds the Jews that His requirements were still the same.



1)
If they wanted to show true devotion to God, all they had to do was go back to the Law of Moses and listen to it and do it.



2)
The same is true for us today – go to the NT and listen to what it says and do it.

3. How much mercy do we show our brother or our sister when we find a flaw in them?

1)
How much compassion do we give to those who are struggling in the vat of sin?

2)
We must consider that compassion is not simply to be shown to those who lose loved ones.

3)
That should not be the only time our compassion comes out.

4)
We must be full of compassion and mercy.


4.
Before we get ready to jump down another’s throat, let us first consider mercy and compassion.



1)
This does not mean that we are not in need of rebuking and correction.



2)
But compassion is the emotive behind our correction.



3)
Compassion is not “shooting first and asking questions later.”




1 Cor 13:3: “And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.”



4)
Before we act, let us think of the mercy and compassion that God has bestowed upon on through Jesus Christ.  Then, with this in mind, let us act.


5.
“Do not devise evil in your hearts (think evil) against one another.”



1)
Again, God is looking at our hearts when we come before Him.



2)
The Lord does not just tell us not to say evil to one another, but we are not to even think evil of one another.



3)
We must immediately wipe those kinds of thoughts out of our minds.



4)
Too many times we find great pleasure in the sin of speaking evil of others.



5)
Let us be warned that we are hypocrites and our worship is rejected.

7:11-14: FALSE WORSHIP IS JUDGED.

11:
“But they refused to pay attention and turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears from hearing” so God “scattered them…among all the nations” (7:14).

1.
Notice the true character of such worshippers – of these people and ourselves when we do not offer our hearts:


1)
11: “They refused to pay attention.”



2)
11: “Turned a stubborn shoulder and stopped their ears from hearing.”



3)
12: “They made their hearts like (hard as) flint.”



4)
12: “They could not hear (listen to) the law and the words of the Lord.”

2. These are the characteristics of those who offer self-pleasing, hypocritical worship.

1)
Now, we say to ourselves that we are not doing these things.

2)
First, we need to double-check ourselves.
3)
God has commanded us to sacrifice our whole lives and to love God with our whole heart, soul, mind, and strength.

3. But this is also the direction our heart will go if we continue to worship in such a manner.

1)
Our hearts will grow cold and callous toward God so that our worship will be mere routine.

2)
Our hearts will become hard as flint so that it will not be plucked by the word of God.

3)
We may say to ourselves, “What is the big deal?”

4)
But the big deal is that we have placed ourselves on a path where we will grow further and further away from God.

5)
Brethren, let us make sure that we are not drifting away (Heb 2:1-4).

13:
“So they called and I would not listen…

14:
“but I scattered them with a storm wind among all the nations whom they have not known. Thus the land is desolated behind them, so that no one went back and forth, for they made the pleasant land desolate.”

1. This is the sad consequence of failing to listen to God.

1)
It is a sad day when men push God’s tolerance so far that finally He will not hear when they do cry to Him.

2)
This did happen to them for the nations “made the pleasant land desolate.”



3)
The point is that God could easily destroy Jerusalem and scatter the Jews again, which did happen in 70 AD.

Ch 8: A TIME FOR FEASTING, NOT FASTING.


1.
As God continues, He explains why their fasts should now be occasions for feasting.



1)
This is the answer to their question in 7:3 – fasting will be turned into joy!

8:1-3:
GOD’S ZEAL FOR JERUSALEM.

2:
1.
God is “exceedingly jealous for Zion” with great zeal.



1)
What can we do about this if we find ourselves slipping?



2)
First, God tells us that He is jealous for our hearts.



3)
God is unwilling to share our hearts with anyone or anything else.



4)
God does not tolerate second place.



5)
God burns with jealousy for His people.



6)
God is grieved when we give Him our leftovers.



7)
God is angry when He is placed behind our schedules that we make so important to ourselves.



8)
This is a very important lesson that our children must learn – 



GOD DOES NOT TAKE SECOND PLACE!


3:
2.
He “will return to Zion, and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem.”



1)
Zechariah appears to be talking about both the physical and spiritual temple.



2)
The physical temple (shadow) will turn into the spiritual temple (reality).


3.
Jerusalem will be called “the City of Truth,” the Mountain of the LORD of Hosts,” and “the Holy Mountain.”



1)
Our example must show that this is the truth.



2)
There are many decisions that we will willfully make that will determine where our heart will be with the Lord.



3)
Putting God first in the simple things will make it easier in the more difficult decisions.



4)
Consider every decision you make and ask if it is putting God first.

8:4-15:
GOD’S FUTURE FOR JERUSALEM.

4-5:
1.
It will be a place of peace for the elderly and the young alike.


1)
This is a picture of great joy because of the fact that older citizens can grow old in God’s “City of Truth.”

6:
2.
“It is too wonderful (marvelous; difficult) in the sight of the remnant.”



1)
God’s blessings always go beyond what we expect (Eph 3:20).



2)
In the case of this prophecy, God is promising that the blessing would be so great that it would “also be too wonderful in My sight.”



3)
Or God is saying, “Should I be shocked because you are shocked?”


3.
God will bring His remnant back and He will be their God.

7:

1)
Does God have His people in the “east” (Lit., rising) and “west” (Lit., setting sun)?



2)
Matt 8:11: Spiritual fulfillment – “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;”

8:
4.
God will gather and restore the people, provided they will practice “truth and righteousness.”


1)
Matt 6:33: When we put God first He promised to take care of the necessary things in this life if we will simply trust Him by giving it all to Him.



2)
At times, this is against everything that our mind and body scream to our souls.



3)
It seems risky to surrender to God, but when we do, God has promised to take care of the rest.



4)
Let go of your will and let God’s will become your purpose in life.

9:
5.
“Let your hands be strong.”



1)
Those building the temple should take heart, for God will make them “a blessing” (8:13)


2)
There was no reason for the Jews to be slack, but they were to “listen” to Zechariah and Haggai – message given to Zerubbabel – and get busy working and not stop until the work was done.


3)
There was no reason to continue fasting, it only kept them from the work that God wanted done.



4)
There is a time to fast and a time to work, and blessed is he who knows the right time for either.

10:
6.
Depressed time – time for grief and repentance.

11:

1)
God reveals that it was He who had caused their adversity – now it’s over.


2)
God has seen their repentance and fasting, so it is now time to rebuild the temple.

14-15:
3)
Just as God once sought their punishment, now He is determined to do good for them.



4)
God would now treat them differently, for their punishment was sufficient.

8:16-17: GOD’S DESIRE FOR JERUSALEM.

1. For the people to speak truth, show justice and peace, and not evil – do what they should have been done before the exile!

1)
This is not meant to be an exhaustive list, but they should see the idea of embracing the right and abhorring the evil.


2)
Why? There are things that God loves and there are things that God hates.

8:18:23: THERE IS CONSOLATION AND UNIBVERSAL BLESSINGS IN 

  THE COMING KINGDOM.

18-19:


1.
Let the fasts be a time for joy, gladness and cheerful feasts.



1)
Recall 7:3 in notes – The Israelite captives in Babylon kept 4 separate feasts of mourning.



2)
But now these were to be replaced with feasting!



3)
Captivity was over – not condemning fasting for it is generally those who first mourn are the ones who truly can be joyful later (Ps 126; Matt 5:4).



4)
Eccl 3:1-8: There is a time and place for every lawful thing, and during Zechariah’s time it was a time for joy.


2.
“So love truth and peace.”



1)
It was the lack of these things that had brought on the captivity.


2)
The lack of these two bring troubles for people today.



3)
Let us understand that peace is built upon truth (2 Kings 9:22; Ps 85: 10; John 17:17; Rom 16:17: Eph 4:1-3; Jas 3:17).

8:20-23: THE LORD’S PROMISE FOR JERUSALEM.

20:
1.
Many nations will come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem.



1)
The Jews had never known of such a religion before in which all people were a part of it.
21:

2)
Shows the urgency that these non-Jews would have in seeking God, for once a person knows about God, that person wants to be with Him immediately (Acts 13:46-48).

22:

3)
Even The powerful nations would humble themselves and seek the Lord, which would make them strong indeed.
23:

4)
People of every language will seek to know the God of the Jews.


2.
This joy will attract the Gentiles to the blessings which are to the Jews first.



1)
The ultimate Jew whom the Gentiles have sought is Jesus Christ.



2)
The Jews wee given the gospel first (Rom 1:16; 3:2; Acts 1:8).



3)
Practically every time you read the Scriptures you are fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 8:23.

CONCLUSION

1.
So why are you here today?


1.
Did you come to give to the Lord, or have there been other reasons?



1)
Have you given your heart to the Lord, or have you kept it back, and are simply going through the motions of Christianity?


2)
God is jealous for our hearts and it is not too late to give yours to Him.



3)
If you wait too long – one day it will be too late.
INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTERS 9-14.

1.
The last 6 chapters of the book of Zechariah contain two “burdens” (i.e., weighty words of judgment).


1.
9:1-2: The “burden” against Israel’s enemies.


2.
12:1: The “burden” against Israel herself.

2.
There is a sharp contrast between these chapters and the first eight.

1.
Therefore, some suggest they may have been written by a different author.


2.
Others believe they were written much later in the life of Zechariah.



1)
About 480 BC – Some time after the temple was rebuilt (516 BC).

3.
Though the temple was completed by this time, and Zechariah’s initial work a success – His work as a prophet was not over.


1.
Through him God has much to say about the future of Israel, with glimpses concerning the coming Messiah (Jesus).



1)
The first “burden” contains words of judgment against Israel’s longtime enemies, while offering words of hope to Israel herself.
4.
Within these last 6 chapters we will see prophecies that are more of an apocalyptic nature, like those found in Daniel and Revelation.


1.
This section has been described as some of the most difficult in the Bible.



1)
The difficulty lies in discerning the true fulfillment of these prophecies.



2)
Not only their initial fulfillment, but whether a double fulfillment was intended as well.



3)
Even the apostles were unable to fully discern Old Testament (OT) prophecy without the Lord’s help (Luke 24:44-47).

2. As with all OT prophecy, the following considerations should be kept in mind.

1)
Where the inspired writers of the NT have provided inspired interpretation, we should certainly hold to what they wrote. 

2)
But on those prophecies of the OT where NT writers have not commented, we should be very cautious.

3)
We can offer our understanding as to what they pertain.
4)
But we should abstain from developing doctrines or practices based upon our uninspired interpretations of such prophecy.


3.
Part of that “mystery” (Rom 15:25-26; Eph 3:3-5) that had been hidden so long was contained in these very words of Zechariah found in Zech 9:9 (Matt 21:1-8) and Zech 11:12-13 (Matt 27:1-10).



1)
This section (Ch 9-14) begins with the prophecies of the arrival of the shepherd king.

V.
TWO BURDENS (Ch 9-14).
Ch 9-11: ZECHARIAH – I AM ZEALOUS FOR ZION.



   ARRIVAL OF THE SHEPHERD.



   REJECTION OF THE MESSIAH.

9:1-7:
JUDGMENT ON THE ENEMIES OF ISRAEL.



HEATHEN NATIONS WILL FALL.



A REMNANT OF GOD’S PEOPLE WILL BE BLESSED.



FULFILLED BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT (also verse 8).
1:   “(for the eyes of men, especially of all the tribes of Israel, are toward the LORD).”

1. Watching God to see what the Lord was going to do about these horrible nations and what judgment He was going to pour out upon them.
7:

1)
“Then they will also be a remnant” – from these nations who would be “for our God.”

2. Zechariah prophecies of the coming judgments upon the nations and cities that surround the land of Israel.

1:
“Hadrach” (Syria) “Damascus”
2:
“Hamath” (Phoenicia)…”Tyre, and Sidon”


“though they (think they) are very wise”

3:
“For Tyre built herself a fortress”
1. Historically, we can find out that these events were fulfilled in the conquests of Alexander the Great about 333 BC.

1)
Alexander was the first to be able to penetrate and destroy Tyre.

2. Tyre had been able to withstand a 5 year siege from the Assyrians and a 13 year siege by the Babylonians.

1)
Because of these military successes, Tyre and Sidon thought themselves to be very wise and unconquerable.

2)
However, Alexander the Great was able to conquer the city in 7 months, fulfilling the prophecies found here and in Ezekiel 26:12-14.

3)
Alexander was able to conquer the known world rather swiftly, as prophesied by Daniel in Daniel 8.

4:
“cast her wealth into the sea”: The US is not the only nation blessed with riches.

5-6:
“Philistines” (Philistia), including the cities of Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and Ashdod.

6:
1.
“A mongrel race” (Lit., bastard) “…cut off the pride of the Philistines.”
1)
Are there any Philistines today?  Only a partial or mixed race.

7:

2)
“Then they will also be a remnant” when they turn to God.

9:8-17: ISRAEL’S HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.

8:
“But I will camp around My house”


1.
A reference to the temple or the whole city of Jerusalem.
1) While all of these nations are being judged, God will defend what is His.

2) God also sent an oppressor against His people and against His house.

3) They had learned the lesson and now He would defend His people – 



“For now I have seen with My eyes.”



4)
Compassion is so much a part of His nature that He sees and takes action.

2. How could Jerusalem be spared in all of this judgment upon the nations?

1)
Josephus records an interesting story: When Alexander was besieging Tyre, he sent a letter to the high priest who lived in Jerusalem, requesting him to send him assistance and provisions.

2)
The priest declined to do this because he had sworn an oath to Darius, king of Persia.

3)
This infuriated Alexander and he was determined to attack and destroy Jerusalem once he finished with the coastal cities.

3. Once these cities were conquered, Alexander and his armies made their way to Jerusalem.

1)
The high priest was terrified and ordered the Jews to make sacrifices to God asking for deliverance.

2)
After the sacrifice, God spoke to the high priest while in his sleep to adorn the city with wreaths and open the gates of the city to meet the coming invaders.
3)
The people were to be dressed in white garments and the priests in their robes.

4. When Alexander saw the multitudes in white garments and the priests in their full attire, he approached alone and prostrated himself before God and the high priest.

1)
Alexander’s men were astonished at this and demanded to know why he bowed down to the high priest.

2)
Alexander responded, “It was not before him that I prostrated myself but the God of whom he has the honor to be high priest, for it was he whom I saw in my sleep dressed as he is now, when I was at Dior in Macedonia.  As I was considering with myself how I might become master of Asia, he urged me not to hesitate but to cross over confidently, for he himself would lead my army and give over to me the empire of the Persians.  Since, therefore, I have beheld no one else in such robes, and on seeing him now I am reminded of the vision and the exhortation, I believe that I have made this expedition under divine guidance and that I shall defeat Darius and destroy the power of the Persians.”

5. Of course, most scholars are skeptical of this account.

1)
But we must remember that God talked directly to Nebuchadnezzar concerning his invasions of Judah and the conquering of the land, which is seen in Daniel 4.
2)
God also spoke to King Cyrus of the Persians and moved him to free the Jews from captivity and allow them to return to Jerusalem to rebuild.

3)
It is entirely possible, if not probable, that God also moved Alexander, according to prophecy, to conquer the world but to leave Jerusalem alone.

4)
All the other surrounding Gentile cities were destroyed, but not the Jewish cities in Judah.

9:9-11: THE ARRIVAL OF THE CONQUERING KING.

9:
1.
Now Zechariah declares a time for rejoicing for “your king is coming to you.”

1) Designed to provide comfort to Israel regarding her future.

2) God would establish His spiritual kingdom with a spiritual King.


2.
The character of the King is described (4 descriptions are given).



1)
“Righteous”



2)
“Endowed with (bringing) salvation”



3)
“Humble”



4)
“Mounted (riding) on a donkey.”
3. The people would be able to realize two things about these descriptions.

1)
First, this is a clear reference to the Messiah, because he is called the king and he is bringing salvation.

2)
Second, these are not the typical descriptions of a king.

4. Zechariah is describing the perfect king.

1)
This king would rule in righteousness and would be humble and gentle.

2)
This king will offer salvation and deliverance to his subjects.

3)
This describes the Messianic King and His reign.


5.
But there is another interesting description given concerning the king.
9:

1)
He will be “mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foil of a donkey.”


2)
Matt 21:1-8: Enlightens us as Matthew gives his commentary of this prophecy.



3)
We often note that this would not be the usual glory and majesty that would be expected for a king entering the city of Jerusalem.



4)
However, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey so that the people would see this event and would hopefully be mindful of the prophecy He was fulfilling.



5)
This event was to a sign of Jesus’ fulfillment and becoming their king.

10:
“And the bow of war will be cut off, and He will speak peace to the nations;”

1. When the Messiah comes (lowly) – all warring instruments will be removed.

1)
Under this new King, His people would not fight among themselves.

11:

2)
These things would be done as a remembrance of the “covenant” God had made with His people.

3) They would come out of “the waterless pit” (captivity).

9:12-17: 
GOD WILL SAVE HIS PEOPLE: ISRAEL OVERCOMING THE GREEKS IN THE TIME OF ALEXANDER.

9:12-13:

1. Israel’s prisoners will be delivered, even from her enemies like Greece.

12:

1)
“Return…who have no hope.”

· Either hope had held them prisoners, or they may have been prisoners for hope.  Either way they could now experience “the hope.”
13:

2)
“Judah” and “Ephraim” will be united under one King.

· Not nationally, but socially – redeemed from captivity and defeat their enemies in honor.
2. Greece would become a mighty power but God would use His people against Greece.

1)
Often God used nations to punish Judah and Israel, but He also used His people as weapons against other nations to execute vengeance.


3.
Zechariah returns to describing the events that will lead up to the coming of the king – the sons of Zion would go to war against the sons of Greece.



1)
The fulfillment of these words seems to come in the time of the Maccabees around the time of 165 BC.


2)
This is in keeping with the prophecies of Daniel, which speaks of the unrest that would take place during the time of Antiochus IV Epiphanes.



3)
Judas Maccabee won many stunning victories against Antiochus’ generals and achieved independence for the Jews for about 100 years until Roman rule appeared.

9:14-17:

1. God leads them to victory and glory.

15:

1)
Blood turned into “wine” – They will be victorious in every way.

16:

2)
“Crown” – Not only to save them but exalt them to royal status.



3)
Those who are the Lord’s will be blessed and will flourish.

17:
“For what comeliness and beauty will be theirs (Lit., his)”

1. Peace, security and prosperity is the idea here.

1)
God has made some beautiful things for us to gaze upon.

2)
How beautiful God Himself must be!

2. Because of the language that is given in this text, the true fulfillment of these things must be found spiritually.

1)
As we have noted before, some prophecies have a partial physical fulfillment as a token or guarantee that the complete promise will be fulfilled.

2)
Another possibility is a rare double-fulfillment prophecy (physical first-then spiritual (2 Sam 7:11-16; parts of Ps 22).

3. God will remain with His people and will bring the Messiah as a deliverer for the people.

1)
The fulfillment of this passage may be figurative, alluding to the spiritual victory we have in Christ (Luke 4:16-21).
Ch 10:
A RE-ITERATION OF ISRAEL’S RESTORATION.

10:1-2:
ENCOURAGED TO SEEK BLESSINGS FROM GOD, NOT IDOLS.

1. God will provide for them.

1)
The scattered people could be blessed by the coming Messiah.

2)
There will be a complete saving of the true people of God.

10:3-5: GOD WILL PROVIDE THE PROPER SHEPHERDS.

1. The old leaders will be removed.

1)
New leaders will be raised up to lead them to victory.

2. False shepherds are contrasted with the Messiah.

1)
Matt 9:36: Jesus made the same conclusions.

2)
Those who were to be the leaders of the people in Jesus’ day were not doing the job and they would be judged for their lack of compassion to the people.

4:
3.
From the tribe of Judah “will come the cornerstone…the tent peg…the bow of battle…every ruler.”

1) Eph 2:20: Paul reaffirms that it is Jesus Christ that is being spoken of as the “chief cornerstone.”

2) Eph 1:10: Jesus is “the tent peg” or nail upon which all depends.

3) He is the strength and fastens the tent to the ground, giving it a sturdy foundation.

3. This language presents the image of the Messiah that will be conquering and will not be defeated.

1)
This image is further developed in the description, “from Him every ruler.”

2)
Matt 28:18; John 19:11: All earthly authority derives its power from Christ.

Rom 13:1: “For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.”
10:6-8: BOTH JUDAH AND JOSEPH (EPHRAIM) WILL BE REDEEMED AND   RESTORED.

8:
“For I have redeemed them”: Messiah is bringing salvation.

1. The picture of the Messiah redeeming His people has been something that Zechariah has noted repeatedly.

1)
Ch 3: We saw the people removing their filthy clothes and being given rich garments because of the work of the Branch.

2)
Ch 6: We saw the Branch working as both king and priest, implying the ability to atone for the sins of those who come to Him.

3)
Ch 10: We are again presented with the fat that the Messiah would have to purchase His people.

2. We are not told how the Messiah would redeem His people in this chapter, but we are given the information with such surety that it is stated in the past tense (as if it already happened).
1) More about this will be revealed in later chapters.

10:9-12: THOUGH SOWN AMONG THE NATIONS, THEY WILL REMEMBER   AND RETURN. 

9:
1.
The process of restoration will not ease.

1) God would continue to make them increase, so much so, that the Gentiles would also be included which has been fulfilled in the church (Acts 20:28; Rev 5:9-19).

10-11:


1.
These verses illustrate this point where we see all the world nations being brought low by the power of God (Rom 1:16).



1)
God is painting a picture that is reminiscent of Egyptian deliverance, so there would be a similar deliverance from the bondage of sin.



2)
The evidence that this has been fulfilled is that Assyria is gone, and so is the king of Egypt (Ezek 29:13-16).



3)
Notice that Zechariah is showing us the complete destruction of Assyria, but that Egypt only loses her king, and that happened exactly that way.

12:
2.
Being strengthened in the Lord, “and in His name, they will walk.”


1)
Even as it is impossible to loosen a bolt with bare hands, but a wrench must be used, so it is impossible to live without the Lord and be saved.



2)
When we “walk in the Light as he is in the Light” we will have true freedom and security (1 John 1:7).



3)
While speaking in terms that may have been meaningful to the Israelites of that day, this section may also have its fulfillment in the work of Christ through the gospel.

· THE BIBLE IS BUT ONE STORY!

Chap 11:
THE FUTURE FOR PHYSICAL ISRAEL AND THE COMING SHEPHERD.

1. This chapter pictures the attitude of many.

1)
There is no appreciation of the true Shepherd.

2)
The removal of false shepherds would come in judgment.

3)
The complete return of the heart of the people would only come under Christ.

11:1-3:
THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM.

1:
“Open your doors, O Lebanon, that a fire may feed on your cedars.”

1. The Jewish temple was made of cedars from Lebanon, and from this some have seen a reference here to the destruction of the temple.

1)
What is very interesting to consider is that the Jews themselves interpreted these three verses as the destruction of the temple.

2)
According to Coffman’s Commentary, Rabbi Johannan said, “Now I know that the destruction of the temple is at hand, according to the prophecy of Zechariah, ‘Open thy doors, O Lebanon! That the fire may devour they cedars.’”

3)
These words were said by this rabbi when the massive doors of the temple opened on their own accord during the Passover of the crucifixion of Jesus.

2. This interpretation is in keeping with the theme of this chapter, which we will notice as we go on in our study.

1)
Coming out of chapter 10, these words of judgment are tied to the coming of the Messiah who will strike down the heathen nations.

3. The cedars were used in the construction of Solomon’s temple.

1)
Their height was symbolic of the lofty nature of nations (Amos 2:9).

2)
Here in these verses the cedars are representative of someone of an exalted nature (3: “the pride of the Jordan is ruined”).

3)
They are to open to allow the entrance of an invading army and the timber was used in attacking Jerusalem to make instruments for either tearing down the wall or scaling it.

2:
“Wail…because the glorious trees have been destroyed;”

1.
Great sorrow was expressed over the land.

3:
“There is the sound of the shepherds’ wail, for their glory is ruined;”

1. The attack on Jerusalem brought shame to the leaders of Jerusalem who were called shepherds.

1)
Any organization or nation that is attacked and defeated brings shame on its leaders.


“young lions roar”: Lots of lions.


“pride”: Lions den.

11:4-14: ZECHARIAH – A TYPE OF CHRIST.

4:
“Pasture the flock doomed to slaughter.”

1. It seems that Zechariah is told to act out a scene.

1)
Ezekiel was told to perform many actions to show the people the things that were going to happen in his prophecies.

2)
So it seems here as well, where Zechariah is to act as a shepherd for the flock doomed to slaughter.

2. What we will see as we read this chapter is that the shepherd that Zechariah is acting as is a picture of the Messiah.
1)
Further, the flock that is doomed for slaughter is the people of Israel.

5:
“Those who buy them slay them and go unpunished,… ‘I have become rich!’ And their own shepherds have no pity on them.”

1. False shepherds are without remorse.

6:
“For I will no longer have pity on the inhabitants…cause the men to fall…not deliver them from their power (Lit., hand)”

1. Since the shepherds were afflicting and slaughtering the flock on their own, the Messiah becomes the shepherd of the flock doomed to the slaughter.

7:
“So I pastured the flock doomed to slaughter,…two staffs:”


“the one I called Favor”: Pleasantness or beautiful (11:10-11).

“and the other I called Union (Cords; Bonds)”: Brotherhood between Judah and Israel (11:14).

1. The staffs describe the nature of God’s people with Himself.

1)
Since these images apply to the days of the Messiah, we need to look for the prophecy’s fulfillment by the things that happened in the days of Christ.

8:
“Then I annihilated the three shepherds in one month,”
1. One commentator points out that there are over 40 different interpretations as to who the three shepherds represent.

1)
There are two likely answers.

2. One reasonable possibility is that these three shepherds refer to the Pharisees, Sadducees, and the scribes or Herodians.

1)
These three groups of people were the religious leaders in the days of Jesus from whom the people of Israel received instruction.

2)
However, Jesus described these people as “the blind leading the blind” and pronounced repeated woes upon them (Matt 23 and 25) for how they had not been good leaders but had led the people astray.

3. The second reasonable alternative as to who the three shepherds represent are the classes of religious people – prophets, priests, and kings.

1)
All of these had let the people down.

2)
There were many false prophets who led the people astray and were hired to prophesy.

3)
The priests had also been failures in tolerating the religious errors and distorting of the worship.  They allowed the temple to become a marketplace (John 2:13-25).
4)
Also, we do not have to say much about the kings, for it was because of the kings of Israel, that the people fell away from the Lord and introduced all types of false worship.

· Of course, Jesus, became the fulfillment of these three duties, by becoming the righteous prophet, priest, and king for the people.

9:
“I will not pasture you. What is to die, let it die, and what is to be annihilated…”

1. The people did not accept His shepherding, so He said He would no longer be their Shepherd.

1)
His coming put an end to any kings in Israel, any need for priests, and an end to the prophecies by the end of the first century.
2)
With the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, no one could claim to be king or priest any longer because the genealogical records were destroyed.


“and let those who are left eat one another’s flesh.”


1.
The siege against Jerusalem was so severe and intense that people did begin to eat their children due to the lack of food.

10:
“I took my staff Favor and cut it in pieces, to break my covenant”

1. We see the Shepherd breaking His staff, which is called Favor, thus annulling the covenant that was made with all the people.

1)
No longer would God show loving kindness and favor to His people because they had rejected Him.

2)
Therefore, they were not His people any longer.

11:
“the afflicted of the flock who were watching me realized it was the word of the LORD.”
12:
“And I said to them ‘If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!’  So they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages.”

1. The shepherd then requests that he get paid according to his wages.

1)
Zechariah has done all he could do.


2.
Notice what the payment was: “thirty shekels (pieces) of silver.”



1)
The foreshadowing of this prophecy is astounding, as this was the payment amount that Judas received to betray Jesus (Matt 26:15).

13:
Zechariah is told to ‘Throw it to the potter.”

1.
This is prophetic of Matthew 27:3-8 where Judas gives the money back and the money is used to purchase a potter’s field.



1)
The Shepherd was rejected and sold for the price of a foreign wounded slave (Ex 21:32).


2)
This was considered an insult.


2.
Verses 12 and 13 are quoted in Matt 27:9-10.



1)
The Jewish rulers were these wicked shepherds.

14:
The Shepherd then breaks the other staff called “Union, to break the brotherhood between Judah and Israel.”

1.
The bonds between God and the nations of Israel and Judah had been severed.



1)
Why?  Because of what you thought of Zechariah (Christ).



2)
God has completely cast them off.



3)
The physical nation was no longer tied to the Lord and a spiritual remnant would now be God’s people.

11:15-17: WARNING AGAINST FALSE SHEPHERDS TO COME.


1.
The woes are now pronounced against the worthless and “foolish shepherds” among God’s people.



1)
To be a shepherd of God’s people is a high calling with great responsibilities.

2. This has practical lessons for us today.

1)
We need to see the serious charge to those who are leaders of the flock.

2)
This is applied not only to those who fill the office of the eldership, but all who are teachers and leaders of God’s people.

3)
We must encourage and lead one another in the proper direction.

4)
If we do not, there are grave consequences that await us by the hand of the Lord.

5)
We will be held accountable for poor decisions and poor leadership of the flock.

3. We must see the responsibility we hold before God as those who lead and are perceived as leaders in this congregation.

1)
Let us work to live up to the goals that God has set for us.

CONCLUSION

1.
We must be amazed to read these things being prophesied over 530 years before they would take place.


1.
The rejection of the Messiah, the price of the betrayal, and use of the betrayal money are all detailed in the prophecy.



1)
These things clearly show us that God had made a plan to redeem His people “before the foundation of the world” (Eph 1:3-6).

2. Before the Messiah would come, God knew He would be rejected.

1)
Yet, God used their rejection to save His people.

2)
“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!


How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!”

3. Yes, the mystery concerning One who was coming to be their King has come, bust some have rejected Him for 30 pieces of silver!

1)
Have you rejected Jesus from being your King, for what is a small sum in comparison to the blessings He provides (Acts 2:36-38)?
2.
We can be rejected.  We also must learn this lesson.

1. When the people of God rejected the Lord, the Lord annulled the covenant with His people, removed His favor (Favor) toward them, and broke the bonds (Union) of unity that tied His people to Him. 

1)
This is not something that is only an isolated incident in history.

2)
God can and will do the same to us if we reject Him.

3)
When we live in sin and reject the love He has shown toward us, God does not have to abide by the covenant because we have violated it and broken it.

2. Because of sins, He removes His favor from us and no longer counts us as His until we return.

1)
We must see the anger of the Lord toward our sins and the consequences of us remaining in our sins.


2)
Let us turn to the Lord and receive His mercy so that we are not receiving His wrath for what we have done.

3)
Obey the Lord today.


John 3:36: “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

Ch 12-13:
MOURNING FOR THE PIERCED ONE.


1.
Ch 9-11: Prophesied of the coming Shepherd who would remove the false shepherds.



1)
Ch 11: The imagery was very detailed as the Shepherd takes His tow staffs called Favor and Union and breaks them.


2)
The wages given to the Shepherd is thirty shekels (pieces) of silver which were cast to the potter, prophesying of Christ’s betrayal price and use of the blood money.


2.
Ch 12-14: Zechariah receives his final burden (oracle) from God.



1)
A careful study is required of these passages, for these chapters have been subjected to all sorts of wild speculations.



2)
This section is spiritual looking to the New Testament system.



3)
God uses the physical to illustrate the coming superior Kingdom of Christ.

12:1-9: GOD’S CARE FOR JERUSALEM: ENEMIES WILL NOT STAND.

1:
“Thus declares the LORD who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him,”


1.
Zechariah reminds the readers of the creation events found in Genesis 1.



1)
His message is authorized by God.

2:
“Behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a cup that causes reeling…siege…will also be against Judah.”


1.
There will be a time when anyone who comes against Jerusalem will be cut into pieces.


1)
The question concerning this passage is: who do the people in Jerusalem refer to?  Is it the people at that time or a future people of Jerusalem?  It seems clear that this cannot be a reference to the people of Jerusalem at that time because history does not verify the events described in this passage.  After 520 BC, Jerusalem was still going to be in much upheaval and persecution.



2)
In fact, Daniel Jerusalem prophesied that Jerusalem would be made desolate and brought low (Dan 8:13-14, 24; 11:16-31). Certainly Daniel and Zechariah, both moved by the power and will of God were contradicting each other.



3)
Therefore, we must understand Jerusalem to refer to the new people of God under the rule of the Messiah.  The rest of our study will bear this point out.
3:
“It will come about in that day.”


1.
Notice the time markers that are given in this passage.



1)
Five times the prophet says, “in that day” or “on that day” (4, 6, 8, 9).



2)
The phrase “in that day” is repeatedly used as a prophetic reference to the “last days.”


3)
Peter, in Acts 2:17, and the writer of Hebrews, in Heb 1:1-2, declare the “last days” to be the days of the Messiah.


2.
Therefore, the first nine verses are describing the strength of the true people of God during the days of the Messiah.



1)
Those who would truly follow the Lord will be protected.



2)
“Heavy stone”: Can’t shake or move the solid foundation.



3)
Heb 12:28: Protective power over the spiritual kingdom.
3. This time marker concerning the days of the Messiah is further supported in the rest of the book.

1)
From this point on, the expression “in that day” occurs 17 times.

2)
It is a phrase relative to the time of the Messiah and events associated with Him.

4:
“Horse”: Take away warring instruments (Isa 2:2-4).

5:
“Judah”: Representative of God’s people in the OT and in the NT.


“strong support for us are the inhabitants”

1. Who or where is the strength of God’s people?  Leaders, saints.

6:

1)
God will defend Jerusalem and destroy her enemies.

7-8:
“House of David”: Church – Christ on the throne – God is our protector.

1. We must see and appreciate the strength and comfort in these words.

1)
There is no foe that we cannot defeat when we are walking with the Lord.

2)
Though calamities have been prophesied by many of God’s prophets, including Zechariah himself, God tells His people that if they will be His, God will defend them.

9:
“set about to destroy”
1. Judgment will come against those who desire to do harm to God’s people.

1)
The wicked will receive their just punishment from the Lord.

2)
Let us never believe that God does not see the hands of the wicked against His children.

3)
God knows and He will judge them and deliver us.

4)
These are words of hope to those who put their trust in the Lord.

12:10-14: MOURNING THE PIERCED ONE: PEOPLE WILL REPENT.

10:
Zechariah prophesies of two events that would happen in the days of the Messiah.


1.
“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and of supplication.”


1)
Deity is going to die in order that there may be grace – forgiveness of sins.



2)
This the same thing that Joel prophesied, which is quoted by Peter in Acts 2:17.
Joel 2:28: “And it shall be in the last days, says God, that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind (flesh).”



3)
What had occurred in Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost was the fulfillment of these prophetic words (Acts 2:16).



4)
Peter then preached forgiveness of sins through repentance and baptism and the receiving of the gift of the Holy Spirit.



5)
This again shows that Zechariah is speaking about events that would occur in the days of the Messiah.


2.
“So that they will look on Me whom they have pierced.”


1)
God declares in the first person (Jesus is God, not just a man) that He will be pierced by the people.



2)
It would have been very difficult to comprehend the meaning of these words until these things were fulfilled.



3)
How is it possible that God could be pierced by His very people?



4)
I would expect that many simply understood this as a figure of speech, yet it was not to simply be a description of God’s pain when we rebel against Him.



5)
The gravity of these words go much deeper.

2. John 19:36-37: “For these things came to pass to fulfill Scripture, ‘Not a bone of Him shall be broken.’  And again another Scripture says, ‘They shall look on Him whom they pierced.’”
1) This chapter is about the crucifixion of Jesus.

2) The fulfillment of the words of Zechariah is found in the days of the Messiah, when Jesus was crucified.

3) This was the event that the Lord prophesied through Zechariah would take place, a prophecy made 550 years before the event.

11-14: The rest of verse 10-14 describes the great amount of mourning that will be done   by all the families of the earth.

11:
1.
The mourning is described to be “like the mourning at Hadadrimmon in the plain (broad valley) of Megiddo.”

1) Most scholars believe that this is the location of where Josiah was slain in battle against Egyptian forces (2 Chron 35:20-25).

2) It is this kind of great mourning for a fallen king that is represented in the mourning for the Pierced One, who did as king over mankind.

2.
This prophecy also has meaning under the new covenant of our Lord.


Rev 1:7: “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him.  So it is to be. (Even so,) Amen.”



1)
The imagery of coming in the clouds is used as a reference to a coming judgment.



2)
Phil 2:9-11: Everyone will see the Pierced One, “every knee will bow” and every family will mourn because of Him when He comes in judgment.



3)
At judgment there is reality of who is ruling and what we have done to Christ because of our sins.



4)
We often ignore these realities now, while we consider ourselves and not Jesus.



5)
But when judgment comes, whether it be final judgment, national or individual judgment, we will see what our great sins have done to the Son of God.
Ch 13:
THE FOUNTAIN OPENED FOR SIN.


1.
Once again we must consider the time markers that are given in this chapter.



1)
Notice in verses 1, 2, and 4 that we see the phrase “in that day” pointing us to the time of the days of the Messiah.



2)
The time frame of the events of chapter 12 continues to be the same time frames of the events of chapter 13.

13:1-6:
CLEANSING FROM SIN.

1:
“In that day a fountain will be opened…for sin and for impurity (uncleanness).”


1.
As the Lord has brought judgment to the minds of the people, He now turns to describe a fountain opened for sin.



1)
“A fountain” suggests an abundant provision for the forgiveness of sins.



2)
The piercing of our Lord is tied to the opening of the fountain for forgiveness of sins (12:10 – “grace”).


2.
This is an open fountain that will not dry up.



1)
It conveys the imagery that one can continue to find “grace” (forgiveness) from this fountain.



2)
There is no sin in your life that you cannot turn to the fountain of God to receive forgiveness of sins.



3)
The fountain has been offered to those who will turn to God pricked in the heart concerning their sins.

3. The fountain is not open to those who sin with “impurity.”
1)
Zechariah dealt with that in Ch 11 where Favor and Unity were broken because the people sinned with “impurity.”
4. But to those who desire to be cleansed from their sins, God has provided a way to be made clean.

1)
This point is seen in that the text does not say that the fountain has been opened for all, but “for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”

5. Some desire to understand chapters 12-14 to refer to the second coming of Christ and the events that will take place in the supposed millennial kingdom of Christ.
1)
Therefore, it is argued that the phrase “in that day” refers to the second coming.

2)
Consider that this is not possible due to the content of things that will happen “in that day.”

ANS:
3)
If “in that day” is still in the future, then the fountain for forgiveness of sins has not been opened for anyone yet.



4)
Thus, we are dying in our sins and do not have forgiveness, if these are all future events.



5)
We must understand these events to be referring to the work of the Messiah in His first coming to the earth.

2:
“I will cut off the names of the idols.”


1.
Idolatry will not be found among the TRUE people of God – spiritual Israel.


1)
This was a constant problem throughout the history of Israel.



2)
The temptation of idols began earlier in the exodus of Israel to the time of its destruction.



3)
Now, no one will be able to be considered the people of God, the TRUE Israel, and participate in idolatry (Rom 9:6-7; Gal 6:16; 3:24-29).
2. It is worthy of consideration that we no longer see the temples to idolatry that was found during the rule of the Grecian and Roman empires.

1)
The names of those idols have been cut off from the land.

2)
This may be yet another proof of the fulfillment of this passage.


“and I will also remove the prophets”

1. This is either referring to all prophets or simply the false prophets.

1)
It is possible that this means the false prophets since these are listed in between idols and unclean spirits.

2)
Either way, we can see that prophecies ended in the days of the Messiah 


(1 Cor 13:8-13).

2. While prophets were used in the laying of the foundation of the kingdom (Eph 2:20; 3:5; 4:11), they would no longer be needed when the word of God was fully revealed.

1)
The purpose and definition of a prophet is to be a mouthpiece for God (Ex 4:14-16; 7:1).

2)
Now that God has spoken through His word, the prophets would no longer be necessary.


“and the unclean spirit from the land.”

1. This is a very useful passage in answering those who ask if demon possession still occurs today.

1)
God said that unclean spirits would be removed in the same days as when the prophets were removed from the land.

2)
Satan is now bound.

3)
12:3-6: Seem to further prove that the prophets have been cut off from the land.

3:
“And if anyone still prophesies…‘you have spoken falsely (lies) in the name of the LORD;’”

1.
These false prophets will be unable to deceive anyone who compares their words to the revealed word of God.

4:
“Prophets will each be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies, and they will not put on a hairy robe in order to deceive.”

5:
“I am not a prophet”: Ashamed to be called a prophet when their prophecy fails.

6:
“What are these wounds between your arms?”: Marked and easily identified as a false prophet.


“They he will say…”: Trying to find excuses to get out.

13:7: CUTTING OFF THE SHEPHERD AND SHEEP SCATTERED.


1.
The final 3 verses return to the events that will take place against God’s chosen one, the Shepherd.



1)
Ch 11: We have seen the Shepherd where the 30 shekels of silver are given as His wages which is then thrown to the potter.



2)
These images were fulfilled when Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.



3)
Upon his remorse, Judas gives the money back to the chief priests and religious leaders.  They used the money to buy a potter’s field (Matt 27:5-8).



4)
THE SHEPHERD IS A CLEAR REFERENCE TO JESUS.


“Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd”


1.
The sword is to be awakened against the God’s Shepherd, which is another statement that this event was by “the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23).



1)
The leaders or the Sanhedrin.

“Strike the Shepherd, that (and) the sheep will be scattered.”


1.
Matt 26:30-35: Jesus Himself said that He was about to fulfill this prophecy.



1)
Jesus has just finished instituting the Lord’s Supper, and He and His disciples are going to the Mount of Olives.



2)
Jesus then predicts that all of His disciples would be made to stumble because of Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.



3)
Matt 26:56: Fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy when all the disciples forsake Jesus and flee.


“and I will turn My hand against the little ones”: Help the Sanhedrin.

13:8-9:
JUDGMENT AND REFINING WILL FOLLOW THE STRIKING OF   THE SHEPHERD.
8:
“Two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third will be left in it.”


1.
The majority will be lost but a minority will be saved.

9:
“And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine…test them.”


1.
The minority (saved) will be refined.



1)
It is clear that Zechariah is prophesying of God’s remnant being tested and enduring the test.



2)
This may have references to the destruction of Jerusalem, which would fit in the time frame of the last days and the days of the Messiah (Heb 12:3-11).

2. Matt 7:13, 21: Jesus gave a similar warning.
1)
Jesus repeatedly tried to warn the Jews that if they did not listen to Him (Shepherd) and obey that they would be removed from God’s people and cast away in judgment.


3.
To those that do belong to the Lord, we must expect times of testing (1 Pet 1:6-7).



1)
We must be prepared for the winds and rains of trials to beat against us.



2)
But when we are built upon the firm rock of Christ, we will endure.


“They will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are My people;’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”

1. What a fitting way to end the prophecies found in Ch 12-13.

1)
God determined before the foundation of the world that He would sacrifice His Son so that a fountain could be opened for sin and impurity.

2)
Ch 11: The Shepherd rejected – Jesus was pierced for our sins, calling for the sword to smite Him so that we can call on His name and He will answer us.

2. Let us mourn for the Pierced One by turning away from our sinful ways and obeying His gracious call.

1)
When we do, God will respond that we are His people.

2)
Let us say that the “Lord is my (our) God.”

Ch 14:
THE REIGN AND KINGDOM OF THE MESSIAH.


1.
Martin Luther said of Zech 14, “Here, in this chapter, I give up.  For I am not sure what the prophet is talking about.”



1)
This chapter has been considered an enigma by many commentators.


2.
Many problems arise for commentators because of their insistence of applying these images to future events that have not occurred yet.



1)
Most consider the images found here to be things that will literally happen at or just before the second coming of Christ.



2)
This is the reason why most commentators find so many difficulties.

14:1-2:
JUDGMENT ON JERUSALEM.


1.
Does this refer to physical or spiritual Jerusalem?



1)
Ch 12: We have noted that Jerusalem represented the new people of God under the reign of the Messiah.



2)
Are these verses referring to the spiritual Jerusalem, the people of God, or are these verses referring to physical Jerusalem, the Jews who were in Jerusalem?

2.
Because of the details found in verse 2, it appears to be a judgment against physical Jerusalem.



1)
The details of the description given concern not only the people, but the city itself.



2)
“The city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished, and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.”



3)
These are powerful and graphic images of what took place in the Roman assault upon the city of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  A FACT IN HISTORY!


4)
How could these graphic images be spiritualized and then applied to God’s people?

3. The remnant of the people will not be cut off from the city.

1)
This came to fruition through Jesus’ warning of the coming judgment against the city.
2)
Matt 24:15-18: Jesus warned that “when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place, then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains” and “not turn back” to retrieve anything.
3)
Matt 24:20: Jesus encouraged the Jewish Christians living in Jerusalem to “pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath.”  Why? The gates of the city would be closed.  Jesus is only warning those who are in a particular situation.
4)
Luke 21;20: Jesus was very clear as who was “the abomination of desolation,” when Jesus says, “when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies.”
4. This is clearly Jesus’ prophecy concerning when the Romans would surround, besiege, and conquer the city of Jerusalem.

1)
Jesus said to run to the mountains when you see the armies coming if they were to be spared.

2)
Those who would listen to Jesus would be the remnant that “would not be cut off” in the city’s desolation.

5. Premillennialists suggest that these first two verses prove that there will be a Jewish nation centered around Jerusalem in the end times.

1)
But why look to the future when we can see that these words were literally fulfilled by the Roman army in 70 AD?

6. Furthermore, the time markers that are found in this chapter constrain us to the days of the Messiah again.

1)
Notice in 14:4, 6, 8, 9, 13, 20 the repeated phrase “in that day.”
2)
As we noted before, this phrase is a prophetic reference to the last days, which are defined by Peter and the writer of Hebrews as the days of the Messiah.

3)
Zech 12-13: Describes events “in that day” which we saw were things concerning Jesus Christ.

4)
Zech 14: Continues the same time frame, fitting to the days of the Messiah.

14:3-8:
JUDGMENT ON THE NATIONS (ROME).

3:
“Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations”

1. Who are “those nations” that God will fight against?

1)
2: “I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle.”

2)
The nations that fought against Jerusalem will now find the Lord fighting against them.

3)
The Roman Empire was the world power at the time in which all the nations were consumed into it.

4)
Nations were allowed to maintain their governments as long as they did not rebel and continued to pay heavy taxes to the emperor.

5)
Because the Jews continue to revolt and rebel against Rome, the Roman Empire destroyed them.

6)
After Rome captures Jerusalem, God will then fight against the Roman Empire, which took Jerusalem captive.

2. Zechariah’s prophecy is also the theme of Daniel and Revelation.

1)
The Jews will be judged and the city of Jerusalem destroyed.

2)
However, God will judge Rome for their wickedness and destroy them.
4:
“In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,”

1. Premillennialists argue that since Jesus has not returned and stood on the Mount of Olives, that these things have not happened yet.

ANS:
1)
This does not refer to the second coming of Christ but rather to the siege of Jerusalem.



2)
Matt 24:3: Jesus stood with His feet on “the Mount of Olives” when He uttered the doom of Jerusalem.



3)
This is not a mere coincidence but rather a way to tie together the prophecy of Zechariah to His teachings that He was about to give on that mount.



4)
The Roman general stood on the Mount of Olives when the city was besieged.  Jesus used the Roman army to judge Jerusalem.


2.
Jesus says that He would appear at the destruction of Jerusalem.  In fact, we read many times in the NT about the return of the Son of Man as He judges the people.


1)
This language is used against the Jews in the destruction of Jerusalem. 




(Luke 21:20: The context is the fall of Jerusalem).




Luke 21:25-28: “There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the dearth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”



2)
Notice that Jesus linked the same two things together here: judgment, then the Lord bringing redemption.



3)
These are the two things that Zechariah prophesied that would take place: judgment, then redemption.

3.
Consider also Jesus’ words in which He also spoke about Jerusalem’s destruction.




Matt 24:29-30: “But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.”


2)
This is very similar to the words of Zech 12 concerning the mourning and Zech 14 concerning the judgment.


4.
I believe this is what is being expressed in Zechariah’s prophecy.


1)
After Jerusalem’s destruction, the Lord will set His feet on Zion and judge.



2)
This is what Jesus is saying also in Luke 21 and Matt 24, that after the tribulation (the destruction of Jerusalem) the Son of Man will appear in power and glory.


3)
This is not a literal appearing in human form.



4)
This is the appearing of the power of God as the Lord judges and destroys all peoples and nations that are in rebellion against Him.



5)
Then those nations and peoples will no longer give their light but the glory of God will appear giving light in His judgments.

5:
“You will flee by the valley of My mountains,”


1.
It will appear that the kingdom is destroyed – then God will provide the way of escape.


“just as you fled before the earthquake”


1.
750 BC – Now it is 518 BC – Must have been a tremendous earthquake.

6:
“In that day there will be no light”: Darkness over the Jewish nation as it ended.

7:
“For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord”


1.
Another reason to tie together 14:3-7 with Matt 24.



1)
Jesus said the same thing when asked by His disciples when these things would take place.




Matt 24:36: “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”

2. Dark day – when you see no way out – God knows that day.

1)
Get a glimpse of light but can’t understand it – Who is in control of that day?

3. The writer of Hebrews seems to understand the shaking of the earth in the same way.

Heb 12:26-27: “…whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, ‘Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven.’  Now this, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.”

1)
The removal of the Jewish system and the old covenant were considered the things that are being shaken.

8:
“And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem,”

1. The light of the gospel was to shine.

1)
Jer 2:13; 17:13: God calls Himself “the fountain of living waters.”

2)
Jesus made reference and application to these living waters on a couple of occasions.
2. John 4:10, 13-14: The first occasion is with the Samaritan woman at the well.

1)
Jesus was prophesied to come and bring living waters that will bring eternal life to all who would come to Him.

2)
Living waters would flow in all directions from east to west in all seasons.

3)
There is not a time when the living waters of eternal life are not offered while we live.

3. John 7:37-38: On the second occasion Jesus offered living waters through the sanctification and regeneration of the Holy Spirit upon those who will submit to Him.

1)
But first, Jesus had to be glorified, that is, die on the cross for us to be redeemed from sin and death.

2)
Once that was accomplished, the gift of the Holy Spirit could be given to all who repent and are baptized, so that we are given a new life and new spirit by God (Tit 3:5-7).

14:9-21: THE KINGDOM OF OUR LORD.

9-11:
LORD OVER THE EARTH.

9:
“And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day…His name the only one.”


1.
In the subjecting of the rebellious peoples and nations, it is declared that the LORD is the “king over all the earth.”



1)
While many deny this fact, the scriptures clearly teach that the Lord is ruling over the earth at this time (Matt 28:18-20; 1 Cor 15:25; Eph 1:22).

10:
“All the land will be changed into a plain (brought low),” while “Jerusalem will rise” – Raised up (exalted).


1.
The locations listed are to show the great width and length of the new city, which represents the remnant, as seen in Zech 14:2.



1)
These are the new people of God under the reign of the Messiah.



2)
Indicates the spreading of the gospel.

11:
“People will live in it, and there will no longer be a curse, for Jerusalem will dwell in security.”


1.
God’s people will have no fear of destruction.



1)
The description should remind us of the new Jerusalem described by John in Rev 21-22, (Note 22:3).



2)
Rev 21:12-14: A description of the city gates can be compared.

12-15: PLAGUE AGAINST THE ENEMIES OF GOD’S PEOPLE.


1.
Judgment now is predicted against those who have stood as enemies of God and His people.



1)
The judgment is here described as a plague upon all the people.

12:

2)
Gives a graphic description.


2.
Rev 16: We read about the bowls of wrath that brought about the plagues upon the people who were in rebellion to God, specifically the Roman Empire.



Rev 16:9: “And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory.”



1)
Again read Rev 16:10-11, 21: These describe the judgments against the wicked people who have striven against God’s people (Rev 16:4-7).

16-19: REPENT OR SUFFER.

16:
1.
The prophecy continues that those who are left among the nations will go up and “worship the King, the Lord of hosts.”

17:

1)
Those who do not worship will be cut off from the blessings of God, here symbolized as having “no rain.”



2)
Those who have not learned the lesson and worship God will suffer from the plague of punishment.


2.
These images seem to be a figure of the remnant of converted Jews being joined with the converted Gentiles.

18:

1)
This would explain the reference to “the family of Egypt.”



2)
Thus, both will worship God according to His prescribed service.


“Feast of Booths (tabernacles)”


1.
Its purpose was to remember when the people of Israel wandered in the wilderness after Egyptian bondage.


1)
I am not particularly sure of its application here.



2)
It is possible that this is referring to the wandering in the wilderness of sin until the coming of Christ.



3)
However, it seems more fitting that this is simply a general reference to God’s demand for His people to worship Him or be punished.


2.
If these verses (16-19) are not figurative, if they are to be taken literally, then:



1)
All nations and families must literally go up to Jerusalem.



2)
Literally offer animal sacrifices.



3)
Keep the Passover.



4)
Restore Judaism with all of its literal ceremonies, in order to fulfill the prophecy.

· That would be a complete reestablishment of old Judaism and everything that characterized it, all of which was taken away (Sabbath, stoning, etc.).

3. But if these verses are not literal, then the application made of the whole chapter by the millennialists loses its force.

1)
These last verses refer to the expansion of the blessings of the gospel dispensation after the destruction of Jerusalem.

20-21: HOLY TO THE LORD.

20:
“Holy to the LORD” will be “engraved on the bells of the horses.”


1.
Ex 28:36-38: These were the words that were engraved upon the plate of pure gold on the turban of Aaron the high priest.



1)
“Horses”: Used in temporal warfare, used figuratively for the spiritual war under Christ against sin in all its forms (2 Cor 10:2-5).



2)
The service that Christians render to God by Christ is to be “holy.”

21:
“Every cooking pot…will be holy to the LORD of hosts”


1.
In the new kingdom of God, all things in the kingdom would be considered sacred and holy to the Lord.



1)
Nothing would be considered common or unclean any longer.


“And there will no longer be a Canaanite in the house of the LORD of hosts on that day.”


1.
This seems to be a prophecy concerning the change that would take place under the new covenant.



1)
Gentiles would now be included and no one unholy in heart will be in the kingdom.



2)
The distinctions between clean and unclean that were so prevalent under the old covenant would now become clean under the new covenant as seen in Acts 10 concerning Peter’s vision.



3)
To be in Jerusalem, God’s chosen people, are to be holy.



4)
No one can be part of spiritual Jerusalem and not be dedicated as holy to the Lord.  (The Canaanites were wicked).



5)
No unbelievers will be admitted into the house of the Lord, the church, until he has submitted in belief and obedience to the rule of heaven under Jesus Christ.

CONCLUSION

1.
While the book of Zechariah may continue to challenge us, its main purpose is evident.


1.
Zechariah was sent to encourage the people of God.



1)
This he did through visions, teachings, and prophecies.



2)
Clear prophecies that the rebuilding of the temple would be completed.


2.
It is second only to Isaiah in the richness of Messianic prophecies.



1)
Christ is seen as Servant and King, Man and God, the Angel of God, the Righteous Branch, the King-Priest, the Good Shepherd, and perhaps others.



2)
Clear statements about His coming to build the universal spiritual temple.

2.
His theme throughout is the same: “I am zealous for Zion.”


1.
As Christians in the church belonging to Christ, we have come to “Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb 12:22).



1)
We can be assured that God is still “zealous for Zion.”



2)
What are your chances outside the church?


2.
Eph 2:19-22: May we be zealous and diligent in building the “temple”=church of the Lord today!



1)
Do you now enjoy the blessings which are offered only to the obedient?
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