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Matthew 24

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM
INTRODUCTION
A.
This chapter is one of the most difficult chapters in all the Bible.


1.
Therefore, it suffers from many speculative interpretations.



1)
This is the starting place for many false teachings about the final return of 


Christ.



2)
It is used to promote theories about a “rapture” and a 1000 year reign on 


earth.


2.
On the radio and TV, in the pulpits and books much is being said about phrases 

found in Matthew 24:



1)
“The Signs of the Times”



2)
“The Abomination of Desolation”



3)
“The Great Tribulation”



4)
“The Last Days”



5)
“The End Times”


3.
Without a doubt this is one of the most ABUSED, MISUSED, MISUNDERSTOOD, and MISAPPLIED passages of Scripture in all the word of God.



1)
2 Pet 3:16: The words of Peter aptly describe the treatment of this passage by so many, when he said of Paul’s writings:

“in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.”


4.
What makes Matthew 24 difficult reading for so many is the use of apocalyptic 

language: a highly symbolic literature used to depict God’s judgment on the 

wicked or His deliverance of the righteous.



1)
It was a style of writing which was used by the Jews to communicate with 


one another in time of trouble.



2)
It was sort of code language, known to the Jews (later Gentiles learned it to interpret the book of Revelation (apocalyptic, means uncovering, or revealing), but was a mystery to their enemies.


3)
One could write without fear of reprisal.



4)
Thus, apocalyptic writing was related to current history.



5)
Apocalyptic writings unveiled truth to those who knew the code, but veiled it 


to those who did not understand it.



6)
To “break the code” it was necessary to carefully examine the text in which 


the language occurs, along with OT texts where the same or similar figures 


are used.



7)
Though the precise meaning of a particular (every) figure may be questionable, it is nonetheless possible to get the grasp of the whole.

· Gang signs and language.


5.
It is important that we understand this great discourse of our Lord.



1)
To some extent, it is difficult to understand, but it is not impossible.



2)
In fact, some things are surprisingly simple.



3)
Many things have been made complicated and obscure by fanciful speculations.



4)
We may not be able to perfectly understand every statement, but we can 


come to understand its overall thrust.


6.
We can also be assured of what this chapter does not teach.



1)
Illustration: “That’s not my wife!”

B.
Background: The Historical Setting (General outline of Matt 21-23).


1.
21:1-11: (Sunday) – Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph.

2.
21:18-19: (Monday—on way to the temple) – Curses a barren fig tree.



1)
21:12-16: (Location-temple) – Cleansing of temple; blind and lame healed.



2)
21:17: Went back to Bethany for the night.


3.
21:20: (Tuesday-on way to temple) – Apostles marveled at withered fig tree.



1)
21-21-22: Application – Lack of fruit suggests what is in store for Jerusalem.


4.
(Tuesday-Location-temple) – Chief priests and elders confrontation.



1)
21:23: Demand Jesus to show His authority.



2)
Jesus responds with illustrations that pointed to their behavior.




*
24-27: How did they view the authority of John the Baptist?




*
28-32: Parable (illustration) of two sons: Who did the Father’s will?





--One who said he would obey but did not.





--One who said he would not obey but did.




*
33-42: Wicked farmers who killed the owner’s son




*
43-44: The rejected stone becomes the head of the corner.




*
45-46: They understand that His message refers to them.




*
22:1-14: Parable of the king’s son – ignored the marriage feast.





--They were to be cast out (Jews) and others invited (Gentiles).

5.
Pharisees and Herodians confrontation.



1)
22:15-22: Try to trap Jesus – Is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar?


6.
Sadducees confrontation about the resurrection.



1)
22:23-33: One woman marries 7 brothers – Whose wife in the resurrection?


7.
Pharisees – Lawyer confrontation



1)
22:34-40: Which is the great commandment?



2)
22:41-46: Jesus asks them: Whose son is Christ?  How can Christ be David’s 


Lord?



8.
23:1-12: Jesus charges His disciples not to be like scribes and Pharisees.


1)
Seeking glory of men – clothes, titles, prayers, honor.

9.
13-36: Woes against the scribes and Pharisees.



1)
32: “Fill up then the measure of the guilt of your fathers”


2)
35: “That upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on 


earth”


3)
36: “Truly I say to you, all these things shall come upon this generation.”

     10.
23-37-39: Lamentation over the coming destruction of Jerusalem.


1)
38: “Behold, your house is being (left) left to you desolate!” 



*
No longer “My Father’s house.”


2)
39: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”



3)
With those words, Jesus left the temple, having pronounced it not God’s 


house, but was only a religious operation of tradition-bound Jews. 




*
“From now on” – There will be a change – Ministry ends, last speech.




*
If accept (21:9); Through the eye of faith (Gal 3:1).
     11.
24:1-2: Discussion upon leaving the temple.



1)
“Do you not see all these things?  Truly I say to you, not one stone here 


shall be left upon another, which will not be torn down.”

    12.
24:34: “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things take place (pass away).”



1)
23:35: Compare with Luke 11:50-51: “in order that the blood of all the prophets, shed since the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged against this generation.”



2)
Luke 17:25: “But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this 


generation.”


3)
Luke 21:22: “because these are the days of vengeance, in order that all things which are written may be fulfilled.”  (See v.32-same as 24:34).
· It was time for judgment upon “this generation.”

    13.
“Generation” in the Bible doesn’t mean nation, race, or mankind, as some suppose, but ALWAYS means a group of people who live at the same time period.  (Ex: “last generation”; “Next generation”; “each generation”).


1)
“The sum total of those born at the same time, expanded to include all those 


living at a given time, generation, contemporaries” (Arndt p.154).



2)
Matthew used the word in other passages: 



*
1:17: “Therefore all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations.” 



*
11:16: “But to what shall I compare this generation?  It is like children 



sitting in the market places, who call out to the other children.”



*
12:41: “The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the 



judgment, and shall condemn it because they repented at the preaching of 



Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”




*
12:42: “The Queen of the South shall rise up with this generation at the 



judgment and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to 



hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than 




Solomon is here.”




*
12:45: An unclean spirit returns to an empty house with “seven other 



spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last 



state of that man becomes worse than the first.  That is the way it will also 



be with this evil generation.”

    14.
If the generation of the end-time (second coming) had been intended, “that 

generation” would have been a more natural way of referring to it than “this 

generation.”


1)
If Matthew had the end-time in view (1-35), then what Jesus said had no 


relevance to the people who heard Jesus.



2)
The language is clear, it is “this generation, and not a generation or 



generations in the distant future.  (3:7-10; Luke 13:6-9).
I.
DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE AND JERUSALEM PROPHESIED 

(24:1-2) (Mark 13:1-2; Luke 21:5-6)
1:
“And Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples 
came up to point out the temple buildings to Him.”


1.
There is no speculation here – still in Jerusalem.



1)
They were not in New York City, London, or Moscow.


2.
Jesus leaves the temple for the last time.



1)
Its relevance in the purpose of God has come to an end (Rom 10:4).



2)
With the words of 23:38 still ringing in their ears, the disciples call His attention to the temple complex, not as if He were a tourist who had never seen them before, [but] to be assured that Jesus did not mean this temple.

3.
In 22 BC Herod the Great summoned a national assembly and announced his life work: the rebuilding of the temple.  The next two years were spent assembling and training a force of 10,000 workmen and 1,000 supervisory priests, who also worked as builder-craftsmen in the forbidden areas.  The creation of the Temple as a functional place of sacrifice took only eighteen months, during which time elaborate curtaining screened the sanctuary from profane gaze.  But the vast building as a whole needed forty-six years to complete.  To achieve the grandiose effects he desired, Herod doubled the area of the gaps with rubble.  Around the vast forecourt thus created he erected porticos; cash was spent profusely on the exterior, gates, fittings and decorations being covered in gold and silver plate.  Josephus says the stone was ‘exceptionally white’, and the glitter of the stone and the gleam of the gold—reflected many miles away in the bright sun—was what made the Temple so striking to travelers seeing it from afar for the first time.  Some of the lower course stone blocks were 45 (60?) cubits in length, 10 in height and 6 in breath, finished by imported craftsmen to an unusually high standard.  The top 40 feet of the platform covered vaulted corridors and above them, on the platform itself, were the cloisters, with hundreds of Corinthian pillars 27 feet high and so thick, that three men with arms extended could hardly encompass them.


1)
Luke 21:5: “beautiful stones” has reference to the arches of the bridge which spanned the valley of Tyropoeon, and connected the ancient city of David with the royal porch of the temple, and measured 24 feet in length by 6 feet thick.



2)
These were not the largest in the masonry of the temple; both the southeastern and southwestern angle stones have been found measuring from 20-40 feet long and weighing more than 100 tons.


4.
This temple was under some phase of construction for about 84-86 years.



1)
The work on the sanctuary itself was finished in about 18 months (Josephus).



2)
Most of the work on the temple courts and the portico was finished in 8 years.



3)
But the temple area was not completely finished until 62-64 AD, just 6 years 


before its destruction.

· The temple area was still under construction when Jesus predicted its destruction (John 2:20).

5.
The beauty, grandeur, and magnificence of Herod’s temple was known far and 

wide.



1)
It was the pride and glory of the Jews the world over (Ps 48:1-14).



2)
“Nor has there been, either in ancient or modern times, a sacred building 


equal to the temple, whether for situation or magnificence.” 




(Alfred 
Edersheim)


6.
For the temple to be totally destroyed was unthinkable.



1)
The whole structure was huge, solid and glistening.


2)
It was a symbol of Jewish religion and Herodian splendor.



3)
The disciples were telling Jesus how proud thehy were of the temple.



4)
1: It seems as though the disciples were trying to say: “Surely, Master, You 


do not mean this temple!”


7.
The first temple was built by Solomon – burned in 586 BC (60x20x30 ft. high).



1)
The second temple – 536-516 BC was larger but inferior (Ezra 6:3-60x60 


wide).


2)
The third temple was built by Herod.

2:
“And He answered and said to them, ‘Do you not see all these things?  Truly I 
say to you, not one stone here shall be left upon another, which will not be torn 
down.’”


1.
Jesus responds to the disciples’ praise by predicting not just the temple’s DESOLATION, but its complete DESTRUCTION.





1)
This announcement must have shocked (staggered, floored) the apostles.



2)
This prophecy was literally fulfilled in 70 AD.


3)
The destruction of Jerusalem was so complete that the site looked like it had 


never been inhabited.



4)
The entire city and the temple was demolished except 3 towers and part of 


the western wall.


2.
Even the Roman general Titus wished to preserve the temple when he destroyed 

Jerusalem.  



1)
It was against his orders that a Roman soldier fired it and it went up in flames.




2)
Titus wanted to “preserve the city for his own sake and temple for the sake 


of the city.” 



3)
He pleaded with the Jews to surrender so that he would not force them to 


defile their sanctuary.



4)
Ironically, it was the Jews themselves that first began to set fire to the temple 


precincts.



5)
When Titus realized that his desire to spare the temple was bringing harm to 


his soldiers, he ordered that the gates be set on fire.



6)
Yet despite this, he hoped to spare the sanctuary itself.



7)
But one of the Roman soldiers, without any orders, set fire to the sanctuary.



8)
When Titus learned what had happened, he ordered his soldiers to quench 


the fire, but in the confusion and the passion of the moment, his order was 


not obeyed.



9)
Turnus (i.e. Terentius) Rufus, one of Titus’ captains, tore up the foundations with a plow-share.  There was nothing left but parts of the massive foundations which still remained.
II.
THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE IS QUESTIONED (24:3; Mark 13:4; Luke 21:7)
3:
“And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him 
privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of 
Your coming, and of the end of the age?’”


1.
Observe that the physical location changes – but not the subject matter.



1)
“The Mount of Olives” was a few hundred meters from the temple area.



2)
From there, they had a full view of the city and the temple.



3)
Background of questions – shocked at Jesus’ statement.



4)
2: This is a shocking statement to those who had been expecting a rebirth of 


the Jewish nation!


2.
The questions of the disciples are significant.



1)
The address that follows is given to answer these questions.



2)
Therefore, our understanding of the disciples’ questions is important to our 


understanding of Jesus’ answer.


“when”


1.
The apostles’ first question (A comparison of the three accounts).



Mark 13:4: “Tell us, when will these things be?”



Luke 21:7: “Teacher, when therefore will these things be?”



Matt 24:3: “Tell us, when will these things be?”



1)
First question (or first part of question) is “When?”


2)
“These things” refer to the same things Jesus had just told the apostles (1-2).


3)
This was the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.


2.
The apostles’ second question.


Mark 13:4: “…and what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled (are all about to be accomplished?)”



Luke 21:7: “…and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place (come to pass)?”



Matt 24:3: “and what will be the sign of Your coming, and the end of the age (world)?”



1)
Second question is “What sign?”



2)
In Mark’s and Luke’s accounts, the second part of their question concerned “the sign when these things” were about to be fulfilled.


3)
Therefore, the sign that concerned the apostles was about the destruction 


of Jerusalem and the temple.


4)
From Mark’s and Luke’s accounts no idea of final return of Christ and the 


end of time would even enter our minds.


5)
The disciples are pictured asking only two questions.


6)
Who is Matthew writing to?  Jews!



7)
Matthew uses the terms “coming” and “end of the age (world)” which form a single, compound question.  (In Greek a single article governs the last 2 clauses).

3.
The apostles’ questions present a problem.



1)
Problem: Read into their questions what we know – not what they knew.



2)
It is difficult for us to know what was in the mind of the disciples when they 


asked these questions.



3)
We cannot assume that they were necessarily thinking what we would be 


thinking if we were to ask the same questions today.



4)
Their perspective would have been much different than ours.



5)
They did not have all of the knowledge and information then that we now 


have (John 16:12-13).


4.
There are at least two possible interpretations of the apostles’ questions.



1)
It may be that they were thinking of the SECOND COMING and of the END 


OF THE WORLD.

· Jesus had certainly warned His disciples about the coming day of judgment (10:15; 11:22; 12:36, 41-42; 13:39, 49).

· Therefore, they may have assumed that the complete destruction of such a magnificent temple could only signify the end of the world.


2)
On the other hand, it may (most likely) be that they were thinking of Jesus’ 


coming as the Messiah in judgment on Jerusalem and of the end of the age.

· Their understanding (or lack of it) makes it highly unlikely that they would have been asking about the Second Coming.

· How could the disciples have asked about Christ’s second coming when they did not believe He would be killed?

· The apostles wouldn’t have asked about a final return of Christ because, at that time, they didn’t believe Jesus planned to go away.

5.
Concepts the disciples didn’t understand before and after Matthew 24.


1)
They didn’t understand Jesus’ teaching concerning His DEATH, BURIAL, 


RESURRECTION and ASCENSION.


· Less than a year before His death (16:21-23: Mark 8:31-33; Luke 9:21 22).

· Less than 3 months before His death (20:17-20; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34).

· About a week before His death (Luke 19:11).

· Monday (4 days) before His death (John 12:32-34) – Held Jewish idea.
· 2 days after Matt 24–Thursday, night of His betrayal (John 14:1-3; 16:16-22).
· On the day of His resurrection (John 20:9).



2)
They didn’t understand Jesus’ teaching concerning the second coming.

· 2 days after Matt24 – (John 13:36-14:6).



3)
They thought the kingdom was physical.
· About a week before His death (Luke 19:11).

· 2 days after Matt 24 – (John 18:36).

· 40 days after the resurrection (Acts 1:6).

* 
Note: The disciples may have understood at this point, since Jesus had explained a number of things to them from the OT scriptures (Luke 24:44-49).


6.
The apostles basically asked two questions.



1)
They didn’t visualize Jesus’ departure and ascension.



2)
Therefore, Jesus’ answer doesn’t demand that He talked about a final return.



3)
Whatever the disciples were thinking, the destruction of Jerusalem was uppermost in their minds.



4)
Any interpretation of Jesus’ answer that makes this secondary must be mistaken.


“Coming” (parousia, presence) 


1.
This word doesn’t necessarily imply a physical and literal presence.


1)
It can – 1 Thes 4:15-17: “…remain alive until the coming (parousia) of the 


Lord…caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 


air…”


2)
Where the idea of a “rapture” comes from (a silent and secret coming of 


Christ for Christians only).

· Big Problem – To be consistent, they would have to believe that all the events in Matt 24:4ff would happen prior to the rapture, but premillennialism has Christians removed from the earth before “the great tribulation” and has the rapture happening during a time of peace.  
· Matt 24:4ff have Christians fleeing from tribulation, and all these things happening during very perilous times.

2.
It is also used of people – was used for official visits by high-ranking persons.



1)
2 Cor 10:10: “For they say, ‘His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence (bodily presence) is unimpressive (weak), and his speech contemptible.”



2)
1 Cor 16:17: “And I rejoice over the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus 


and Achaicus; because they have supplied what was lacking on your part.”



3)
2 Cor 7:6: “But God, who comforts the depressed (humble), comforted us 


by the coming of Titus.”


3.
The word doesn’t have to refer to a literal presence. 


1)
Jas 5:8: “…the coming (parousia) of the Lord is at hand…the Judge is standing right at the door.”  Refers to the destruction of Jerusalem (cf. Heb 9:26).


2)
In the OT the expression “the coming of God” is used to describe His judgment against a nation (Isa 19:1).


3)
Matthew is writing to Jews who knew this OT terminology (figurative).

4.
Other comings (different Greek word) of Christ.


1)
Matt 10:23: “But whenever they persecute you in this city, flee to the next; 


for truly I say to you, you shall not finish going through the cities of Israel, 


until the Son of Man comes.”


2)
Matt 16:28: “Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing 


here who shall not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His 


kingdom”  (cf. Mark 9:1-fulfilled in Acts 2:29-36).



3)
Matt 26:64: “Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it yourself; nevertheless I 


tell you hereafter you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 


power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’”

5.
God or Christ can be present through human agents.



1)
Matt 10:40: “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me 


receives Him who sent Me.” 


2)
Isa 19:4, 23; Jer 49:14; Dan 1:1-2; Hab 1:5-11).



3)
John 21:17-23: “til I come?”

“End of the age”


1.
This phrase doesn’t necessarily mean the end of the physical world.


1)
Sunteleias tou aionos occurs 6 times in the NT. (Matt 13:39, 40, 49, 28:20; 


Heb 9:26).


2)
All but once in Matthew – writing to Jews who knew the meaning.


3)
The book of Hebrews was also written to Jews in Palestine.



4)
Sunteleias, means completion, consummation, close, “end.”


5)
Aion, literally means “age” – Therefore they didn’t ask about the end of the 


world (kosmos).

2.
Literally, the phrase means, “the end or consummation of the age,” and can 

refer to the conclusion of any era (not necessarily the final one), the context, 

determines which one (age) is in view.


1)
Heb 9:26: “Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”



2)
Christ was offered at His first coming as the completion or consummation 


of God’s plan to redeem humanity.




3)
The apostles’ second question: “What is to be the sign when you are coming 


to bring these things to pass, and to consummate the age?”

· Context determines what “coming” and what “age” is being referenced.


4)
1 Cor 10:11: “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”  (The age in which we now live since the first coming of Christ).

3.
Matt 24:3: In this text, the facts show that the apostles are not referring to Christ’s final return to judge the world, but to the tearing down of the temple prophesied in verse 2. 



1)
To them, the destruction of the temple certainly would signify the end of a Jewish era or Jewish world as they knew it (1 Kings 9; Ezra 10:18-19; 11:22-23).


2)
To the Jew, the destruction of Jerusalem meant much more than the mere 


physical ruin of a city.



3)
Other cities had been destroyed and laid waste.



4)
The fall of Babylon and Tyre, meant little more than the end of a human 


government.



5)
But Jerusalem’s fall meant the end of a great age, the close of a dispensation, 


the end of something that began when God called Abraham out of the Ur of 


the Chaldees to be the father of a great nation, chosen by God.



4.
The apostles basically asked two questions.



1)
They didn’t visualize Jesus’ departure and ascension.



2)
Therefore, Jesus’ answer doesn’t demand that He talked about a final return.



3)
Whatever the disciples were thinking, the destruction of Jerusalem was uppermost in their minds.



4)
Any interpretation of Jesus’ answer that makes this secondary must be mistaken.

5.
Most view Matt 24 as composed of two subjects, the destruction of Jerusalem and the return of Christ at the end of time.



1)
VERSE 36 POSITION (transition verse) is the most popular position.



2)
VERSE 29 POSITION is the second most popular view.



3)
OSCILLATING POSITION switches back and forth between the 2 subjects.



4)
DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM is the subject of the whole chapter.

III.
THE QUESTIONS ANSWERED (24:4-36; Mark 13:5-37; Luke 21:8-36)

1.
Christ’s answers to the apostles’ questions are the longest in the NT.


1)
The answer to the sign question falls into two parts.




4-14: Lists 7 things that would precede the sign.




15-41: Identifies the sign and tells how to react when it appears.

4:
“And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘See to it that no one misleads you.’”


1.
Christ warns them against false teachers.



1)
Note the personal pronoun: “you” – also (6, 9).


2)
He is warning the apostles not to be deceived, not you and me.

5:
“For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ and will mislead 
many.’”


1.
FALSE CHRISTS: He warns them against deception – invalid claims.


1)
He warns against being led astray or jumping to wrong conclusions.



2)
During times of turmoil people are susceptible to rabble-rousers and will 


often latch on to anyone offering hope and direction.




3)
As the tension between Rome and Judea intensified in the mid-first century 


(44 AD), a number of false teachers arose who claimed to be the Messiah 


and were successful in duping many (Acts 5:36-37; 21:38).



4)
52 AD: There was talk of Christ’s return had already taken place.  The Thessalonians panicked on Paul, when they heard a rumor that the day of the Lord was at hand, and they had missed the “rapture.”

2.
Josephus records that the governor of Judea (Felix: 53-60 AD) put to death 

many Messianic impostors.


1)
“And now these impostors and deceivers persuaded the multitude to follow 


them into the wilderness and pretended that they would exhibit manifest 


wonders and signs” (Ant., of the Jews, Book 20.8, pp.5-6).



2)
“These were such men as deceived and deluded the people under the pretense of divine inspiration…and went before them into the wilderness, as pretending that God would there show them the signals of liberty…” (The Wars of the Jews, 2:13:4).


3)
“The tyrannical zealots who ruled the city (Jerusalem) suborned many false 


prophets to declare that aid would be given to the people form heaven.  This 


was done to prevent them from attempting to desert (flee the city), and to 


inspire confidence in God” (Wars VI:5:2:3).



4)
The Jewish war began in 66 AD, lasted for about 5 years.  Many claimed to 


be the deliverer. 

3.
Jesus warned the disciples that they would be witness to these things.



1)
Christians were not to be misled by these frauds, but to remember that Jesus 


alone is the Christ.
6:
“And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not 
frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not the end.
7:
For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom,”


1.
WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS


1)
When Jesus made this statement, the Roman Empire was at peace, but it did 


not last long.



2)
During the lifetime of Jesus peace had prevailed in the Empire, but shortly after His death, Palestine and the Empire experienced strife and many insurrections.


3)
Wars came from 3 fronts.




*
Rome vs. her enemies.




*
Rome vs. the Jews.




*
Jews vs. other Jews.


2.
Note what Josephus wrote, the well-known Jewish historian of the first century.


1)
“There were besides disorders and civil wars in every city…there was also a bitter contest between those that were fond of war, and those that were desirous of peace…so that the seditions arose everywhere…in the first place, all the people of every place betook themselves to rapine; after which they got together in bodies, in order to rob the people of the country, insomuch that for the barbarity and iniquity those of the same nation did no way differ from the Romans; nay, it seemed to be a much lighter thing to be ruined by the Romans than by themselves.” (Wars, 4:3:2)



2)
In Askelon, 2,500 Jews were slain and 2,000 in Ptolemais. (Wars, 2:18:5)



3)
In Alexandria, 50,000 Jews were slain at the order of Tiberius Alexander, 


the governor of the city.  (The War Of The Jews, 2:18:8)
· Same account?  In Seleucia, 50,000 Jews were slain by the Greeks and the Syrians (The Antiquities Of The Jews, 18:9:9)



4)
In Caesarea, 20,000 Jews were slain in an hour. (Wars, 2:18:1)


5)
In Jerusalem, 20,000 Jews died on the Passover while Cumanus was procurator of Judea (The Antiquities of the Jews, 20:5:3)


6)
68-69 AD – “After the death of Nero, three emperors (Galba, Otho, and 


Vitellius) died violently within a year.”  (The War Of The Jews, 4:9:2)

· In the space of 18 months, 4 leaders took the throne of Rome.

· Galba, Otho, and Vitellius – all were assassinated.

· Remember the panic in the U.S. when JFK, RFK, and MLK were all assassinated?  (Premillennialists had a “hay day”… “END OF TIME!!!!”


3.
“rumors of wars”



1)
Caligula ordered that his statue be placed in the temple in Jerusalem, and 


when the Jews refused to allow this, war was barely averted (Antiquities, 


18:8:1-9).


2)
46-48 AD – “Vitellius, the governor of Syria, declared war against Aretas, 


the king of Arabia, but he returned home when he learned of the death of 


Tiberius.”  (The War Of The Jews, 18:5:3).

· Vitellius (not the Roman Emperor in 69 AD).

· Tiberius (not the Roman Emperor who ruled from 14-37 AD), was the Roman governor of Judea.



3)
Bardenes, and after him Volageses, declared war against the Jews, but it was 


not executed (Wars, IV, 9:2)

“and in various places there will be famines (and pestilences”, KJV)

1.
Pestilences (plagues) are usual attendants of famines and natural disasters.



1)
Four famines are recorded as taking place during the reign of Claudius 



(41-54 AD).  Famine prevailed in Rome, Palestine, and Greece (Barnes).

· Acts 11:27: Mentions a great famine during this time (44 AD).


2)
“More than 30,000 died of pestilence in ancient Babylon and in parts of 


Judea and in Rome before 70 AD” (Paher, 84).


3)
“Upon this year, disgraced by so many deeds of shame, Heaven also set its 


mark by tempest and by disease.  Campania was wasted by a whirlwind, 


which far and wide wrecked the farms, the fruit trees, and the crops, and 


carried its fury to the neighborhood of the capital, where all classes of men 


were being decimated by a deadly epidemic.  No outward sign of a 



distempered air was visible.  Yet the houses were filled with lifeless bodies, 


the streets with funerals.  Neither sex nor age gave immunity from danger; 


slaves and the free-born populace alike were summarily cut down, amid the 


laments of their wives and children, who, themselves infected while tending 


or mourning the victims, were often burnt upon the same pyre.”  (Tacticus: 


The Annals, 16:13)

“and earthquakes”

1.
Historians record many:



1)
46 AD – Crete


2)
50-51 AD – Philippi (Ac.16:26). 



3)
51 AD – Rome



4)
53 AD – Apamaia 


5)
60 AD – Laodicea 



6)
62 AD – Campania 



7)
63 AD – Pompeii was greatly damaged on Feb. 5th.



8)
Smyrna, Miletus, Samos, Hierapolis, Colosse 
· May be at the same time as one of the above.

2.
“But that is not yet the end” (6)



1)
The disciples were told not to be troubled by these signs, for wars, famines, 


earthquakes did not indicate the end.




*
24:3: When and what sign – end of Jerusalem and the temple.


2)
How often today false prophets attempt to predict the end of the world because of the same type of calamities.


3.
“Terrors and great signs (attesting miracles) from heaven” (Luke 21:11).



1)
Josephus: “…for there broke out a prodigious storm in the night, with the 


utmost violence, and very strong winds, with the largest showers of rain, 


with continual lightenings, terrible thunderings, and amazing concussions 


and bellowings of the earth, that was in an earthquake.  These things were a 


manifest indication that some destruction was coming upon men, when the 


system of the world was put into this disorder; and anyone would guess that 


these wonders foreshadowed some great calamities that were coming.”  



(Wars, 4:4:5).
· Anytime people focus on the destruction and despair that is going on daily all over the world, it is difficult not to think that Christ must be coming soon.



2)
Josephus: “Thus there was a star resembling a sword, which stood over the city, and a comet that continued a whole year.  Thus also, before the Jews’ rebellion…so great a light shone round the altar and the holy house, that it appeared to be bright day time; which light lasted for half an hour…Moreover, the eastern gate of the inner [court of the] temple, which was of brass armed with iron, and vastly heavy, and had been with difficulty shut by twenty men, and rested upon a basis armed with iron, and had bolts fastened very deep into the firm floor, which was made of one entire stone, was seen to be opened of its own accord about the sixth hour of the night…. Besides these, a few days after the feast, on the twenty-first day of the month Artemisius [Jyar], a certain prodigious and incredible phenomenon appeared…before sunsetting, chariots and troops of soldiers in their armor were seen running about among the clouds, and surrounding of cities.”  (Wars, 6:5:3). 

4.
4: Jesus begins to warn His disciples that teachers will try to deceive them into 

thinking something terrible is imminent when it is really not.



1)
How would they deceive? They would claim to be Christ, and they would 


say, “Look here, a war!  Look over there, a famine!  You’ll never believe 


what I’ve heard!  An earthquake!”


2)
What does Jesus tell them to do with such news?  Nothing at all (6).  

8:
“But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.”

1.
In apocalyptic language, “labor pain” often signifies a period of suffering that 

precedes the close of an old age or the onset of a new.



1)
Just as a woman may experience false labor and just as genuine contractions 


still leave her uncertain about the exact time of delivery, so too the events of 


vs. 4-8.



2)
The nearness of the temple’s destruction could not be plotted from the appearance of false messiahs, wars or natural disasters.

2.
Literally, pains of travail that preceded the birth of a new order of things.



1)
The old order of Judaism was ending.



2)
Christ came and fulfilled the law by which it was governed.



3)
He came to offer them everything for which they had so long waited.



4)
They blundered in their rejection of Christ.



5)
But the travail or pain of birth would bring into being His great messianic 


reign as King and Lord, at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

3.
There are those who see His statement as the prelude to what is called “The 

Great Tribulation.” 



1)
This is an imaginary period of time in which the saints are to endure persecution.



2)
Challenge them to produce a verse that substantiates this view of a “Tribulation Period.”



3)
Jesus here warned the disciples of the beginning of sorrows, associated with 


the birth of Christianity – not some prelude to the equally imaginary “Battle 


of Armageddon.”

9:
“Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated 
by all nations on account of My name.”


1.
“They” are not identified, but likely refers to people in places of authority who 

have the power to take civil action against disciples.


1)
Mark 13:9: “For they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues.”



2)
The word “synagogue” places the events in this context as finding their 


fulfillment when the synagogue had the authority to persecute Christians 


(Acts 4:3; 5:17, 27; 9:1-2; 26:10-11; 2 Cor 11:24).


3)
Acts 28:22: Roman Jews – “But we desire to hear from you what you think; 


for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere.”


2.
THE PROMISE OF PERSECUTION-Limited Commission & Olivet Discourse.



1)
Delivered up to councils, synagogues, prisons, beaten in synagogues, 


2)
Stand before governors, kings, speak by inspiration, tribulation and death.

Luke 21:13-15: “It will lead to an opportunity for your testimony…not to prepare…for I will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute.”


3)
Believers will be murdered (23:34-36; Acts 7:54-59; 12:2).



4)
Christians will be hated throughout the world for no other reason than their 


faith (5:10-12; 10:22; 1 Cor 4:13).

5)
They will suffer for what they are, not for what they have done (1 Pet 2:11-12)


6)
1 John 3:13: “Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.”


7)
Tacitus, in his Annuals, the persecution by Nero in 64 AD refers to “the 


detestable superstition” of Christianity.

· “First, then, the confessed members of the sect were arrested; next, on their disclosures, vast numbers were convicted, not so much on the count of arson as for hated of the human race.  And derision accompanied their end; they were covered with wild beasts’ skins and torn to death by dogs; or they were fastened on crosses, and, when daylight failed were burned to serve as lamps by night.” (Annals, 15:44).

· “Nero substituted as culprits, and punished with the utmost refinements of cruelty, a class of men, loathed for their vices, whom the crowd styled Christians.  Christus, the founder of the name, had undergone the death penalty in the reign of Tiberius, by sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilatus, and the pernicious superstition was checked for a moment, only to break out once more, not merely in Judaea, the home of the disease, but in the capital itself, where all things horrible or shameful in the world collect and find a vogue.”  (Annals, 15:44)
5) All but one apostle was killed before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.
10:
“And at that time many will fall away and will deliver (betray) up one another 
and hate 
one another.”


1.
There is a three fold progression.



1)
Jesus will suffer and be rejected by this generation first (Luke 17:25).



2)
Pharisees will deliver up Christians (Matt 23:34-36).



3)
Christians will even betray Christians (Matt 10:21, 34-39 + Luke 17:33; 


John 15:20-21).


2.
Rather than suffer for Christ, “many will fall away” Christian will turn against Christian, betraying and hating one another (11:6; 13:20-21; 2 Cor 11:26; Phil 1:15-16).



1)
Tacitus in speaking of the persecution of Christianity by Nero in 64 AD says, “At first those who confessed were seized, afterwards, upon their information, a great multitude” (Broadus, 484).


2)
Those who were to be known for their love of one another (John 13:35), would degenerate into haters of one another.



3)
67-68 AD – 2 Tim 1:15; 4:10, 16). 

11:
“And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many.”


1.
False prophets would not be quite as brazen as those who falsely claim to be 

Christ himself, but their deeds would prove equally misguided and worthy of 

condemnation, as they falsely claim to speak for Christ and His gospel.



1)
Josephus in his history of the destruction of Jerusalem (Flavius Josephus, 


Complete Works, VI, 5, 2, p. 582) gave this account:





“Now, there were then a great number of false prophets suborned by the 


tyrants to impose upon the people, who denounced this to them, that they 


should wait for deliverance from God; and this was in order to keep them 


from deserting, and that they might be buoyed up above fear and care by 


such hopes.”

2. APOSTASY – Many warnings and many examples before 70 AD.
1)
WARNINGS: 

· The Ephesian elders (Acts 20:28-31).
· The Colossians (Col 2:8, 16-23).
· Timothy (1 Tim 4:1-4; 2 Tim 3:1-5).
· Titus (Tit 1:10-16).
· The Hebrews (Heb 3:7-4:13; 6:4-6).
· Christians (2 Pet 2:1ff).


2)
EXAMPLES:
· The Galatians (Gal 1:6-9; 5:4).
· Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Tim 1:18-20).
· Phygelus and Hermogenes (2 Tim 1:15).
· Hymenaeus and Philetus (2 Tim 2:16-18).
· Demas (2 Tim 4:10).
12:
“And because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.”


1.
Pressure from without and within would result in many disciples wavering in 

their love for God and neighbor (22:36-39; Later-Rev 2:4; 3:14-18-Lukewarm).



1)
Zeal and love are necessary ingredients to keep from caving in to the world 


around us.



2)
Immorality eats away at the very heart of religion.

13:
“But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.”

1.
It is estimated that over a 1,100,000 Jews lost their lives in the siege of Jerusalem, but not one of them was a Christian (Luke 21:18).



1)
“End” refers to the end of a trial.


2.
A chief ingredient of faith is endurance.



1)
Christ expects His people to live without breakdown, resisting the temptation 


to compromise their faith under adverse conditions (Jas 1:2-4, 12; Rev 2:7, 


10).


3.
The word “endure” is an aorist participle of a verb meaning to have an inner 

fortitude.  



1)
It expresses the idea of one having the quality which enables him to withstand all that the enemy can throw against him, and still have the reserve power with which to counter-charge to victory.

14:
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a 
witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.”


1.
Before judgment came upon Jerusalem the gospel would be preached throughout the world.


1)
Despite chaotic conditions, persecution, hatred and apostasy, it would go 


forth “for a witness” to man’s condition and God’s grace (Acts 8:4).


2)
When this happened the stage was set for the end.



3)
There is a straight line from apostasy to disaster, from sin to death.


2.
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR TESTIMONY BEFORE 70 AD (Luke 21:13; Mark 13:9).



1)
Peter and John (Acts 4:5-12, 19-20).



2)
Stephen (Acts 22:20).



3)
Paul (Acts 9:15-16; 22:14-15, 17-18; 23:11; 26:16-18; 28:23-28).


3.
THE GOSPEL PREACHED IN THE WHOLE WORLD.



1)
On Pentecost, the gospel was preached to Jews “from every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:5-11).



2)
After the death of Stephen, early Christians went “everywhere preaching the gospel” (Acts 8:4).



3)
The apostle Paul preached in:

· Arabia and Syria (Gal 1:17).
· Asia Minor (Acts 19:10, 26).
· Macedonia (Acts 16:9-10).
· Achaia (Acts 18:27-28; 20:1-2).
· Illyricum (Rom 15:19).
· Rome (Phil 1:13).
· Perhaps Spain (Rom 15:24, 28).

4.
QUOTE BY LARS P. QUALBEN:
“Tradition assigns the following fields to the various apostles and evangelists: Andrew is said to have labored in Scythia; hence the Russians worship him as their apostle. Philip spent his last years in Hierapolis in Phyrgia. Bartholomew is said to have brought the gospel according to Matthew into India. The tradition concerning Matthew is rather confused. He is said to have preached first to his own people, and afterward in foreign lands. James Alphaeus is said to have worked in Egypt. Thaddeus is said to have been the missionary to Persia. Simon Zelotes is said to have worked in Egypt and in Britain; while another report connects him with Persia and Babylonia. The evangelist John Mark is said to have founded the church in Alexandria.” (History Of The Christian Church, quoted in J. Marcellus Kik, An Eschatology Of Victory, p. 100, emphasis added)


1)
This does not mean that all obeyed, but the message went out to the whole 


world.

· Luke 2:1: Inhabited earth = Roman Empire.
“Gospel preached to whole world, 

and then the end will come”
	When Was Gospel Preached To Whole World? 

	Let the Bible speak for itself!!! 

	First Century? 
	TEXT 
	Twentieth Century? 
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Matt 24:14
The fact that Colossians was written in 62 AD, 8 years before Jerusalem was destroyed is proof that 70 AD was the total fulfillment of the passage! 

Who would see these things?

1.
9:
Jesus said to His disciples – “they will deliver you to tribulation.”


1)
“and will kill you.”


2)
“and you will be hated by all nations.”
15:
“Therefore when YOU see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of 
through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader 
understand),”


1.
This phraseology appears 3 times in the book of Daniel (9:27; 11:31; 12:11).


1)
“Whoever reads let him understand.”

2.
In the OT, “abomination” (bdelugma, a detestable thing, something morally 

disgusting.



1)
The word was often associated with idolatry (Deut 29;16-17; 1 Kings 11:5, 7; 21:26; 2 Kings 16:3; 23:13; Jer 4:1; 7:30; 13:27; 32:34; Ezek 5:11; 8:9-10, 
15-17).


3.
“Desolation” (eremosi) means to lay waste, despoil, devastated, ravaged, appalled, astonished.



1)
It describes the abomination’s effect.



2)
This verb is found in both biblical and modern Hebrew.



3)
It occurs approximately 90 times in the text of the Hebrew OT.


4.
Luke 21:20: “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize (know) that her desolation is at hand.”



1)
This expression should never have been a mystery, for the Bible gives us a 


very clear interpretation.


2)
Here is the SIGN!  



3)
This sign had to be clear and obvious, for the lives of Christians were at 


stake.


5.
Mark 13:14: “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where it should not be (let the reader understand), then let those in Judea flee to the mountains.”



1)
Matt 24:15: “Holy place” translates the single word hagios (holy).



2)
Based on passages such as Acts 6:13 and 21:28, many believe Christ is referring to the temple.
· This did happen after the city was taken – too late to flee the city.



3)
But in Mark the “holy place” refers to the abomination of desolation 



“standing where it should not be,” which in Luke becomes “Jerusalem 


surrounded by armies.”

· “Surrounded” is in the present tense – “being surrounded,” or in the process of starting to be surrounded.


4)
Based on Mark and Luke, it seems “the holy place” should be understood 


as the area around Jerusalem (“the holy city,” 4:5; 27:53), or possibly even 


Judea (the holy land, v 16), rather than the temple.


6.
“Let the reader understand”: Reinforces the life-or-death importance of recognizing the sign.


1)
Some believe this was inserted by Matthew as a reminder to his readers that 


the time for the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy was imminent. 



2)
But the words are probably Christ’s (Mark 13:14) and correspond to the phrase “then recognize (know) that her desolation is at hand” (Luke 21:20).



3)
Christ is calling on the original readers of Matthew’s Gospel (note His assumption that His words would be written down) to recognize the fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy.


7.
When an idolatrous, destructive force is seen approaching Jerusalem, the end 

would be “at hand.”



1)
All the evidence, sacred and secular, points to the devastation visited on 


Judea by the Romans during “The Great Revolt” of 66-70 AD as the 



fulfillment of this prophecy.



2)
The Roman armies are called the “abomination of desolation” because being heathen (pagan) armies, they were an abomination to the Jews, and because they brought desolation on the country.



3)
Josephus: “In the very same manner Daniel also wrote concerning the Roman government, and that our country should be made desolate by them” (Antiquities, X.xi.7).

· Josephus, the renowned Jewish historian, was present during the siege.


8.
Enraged by a Greek organized massacre of helpless people in the Jewish quarter 

of Caesarea—about which the Roman authorities did nothing—militant Jews 

attacked and massacred the Roman garrison in Jerusalem.


1)
66 AD – In response, Cestius Gallus, the Roman appointed Syrian Governor, 


assembled a large force in Acre and marched on Jerusalem, but was routed 


by fierce resistance at the outskirts of the city and withdrew.


2)
Rome then took charge and reacted with enormous force, no fewer than 4 


legions, being concentrated in Judea.

· The Legions of Rome camped at the Mount of Olives (Wars, 5:2:3).

9.
One of the empire’s most experienced generals, Titus Flavius Vespasian, was given the command.


1)
Vespasian took his time, leaving Jerusalem severely alone until he had cleared the coast and secured his communications, reduced most of the fortresses held by Jews and settled countryside (western Judea and Idumea).


2)
68 AD – In the spring, Vespasian was set to take Jerusalem, but withdrew 


after hearing that Nero had committed suicide.

· Galba, Otho, Vitellius were all assassinated in the same year.

· During the break in the siege, Christians were able to flee the city.



3)
69 AD – He was proclaimed emperor, and at the end of the year he left his 


eldest son, the 29 year old Titus, in charge of the final phase of the 



campaign, the siege and capture of Jerusalem, which lasted from April to 


September 70 AD.

· A trench was literally cast about Jerusalem—a nine mile long wall was put up in three days, which totally enclosed the city (Wars, 5:12:2).

· During the siege Titus called on them to surrender.

· There were already 3 factions of Jews vying for control – civil war.
· There was fighting in and around the temple, it being “defiled with murderers” on every side.

· HAD THE JEWS BEEN UNITED, the Romans would have had a hard time in capturing the city due to the uneven terrain and 3 walls that encompassed most of it.

· A major factor was famine, for the factions burned several years’ worth of “corn” in their fighting.

     10.
The Jews were so confident in the invincibility of Jerusalem that on the very eve 

of its siege, large numbers of Jewish pilgrims went up there as usual to celebrate 

the Passover feast (Nisan=April).


1)
Dead bodies, unburied, everywhere.
What is the abomination of desolation? 
Matt 24:15

The Abomination of desolation were the Roman Armies that 
surrounded and destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

	Abomination of desolation = Jerusalem surrounded by armies 

	The bible is its own best commentator 

	Event
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke

	abomination of desolation
	24:15
	13:14
	not mentioned

	surrounded by armies
	not mentioned
	not mentioned
	21:20

	Conclusion
	Abomination fulfilled when Jerusalem surrounded by armies


A. 
Explanation the force of the above table: 

1.
Matthew & Mark mention the abomination. Luke, inserts, in the exact place of 

mentioning the abomination, "when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 


armies".  



1)
The conclusion is that Luke interpreted the abomination to be fulfilled when 


Jerusalem surrounded. 

2.
Standing in the holy place where it should not: 



1)
It might refer to the temple itself.


3.
The temple was destroyed near the end of the siege, long after leaving was possible. 



1)
It is more likely the area outside the gates of the city of Mount Zion (Ps 24:3).


4.
The Roman armies were the abomination which causes abomination when they 

surrounded the city, Christians were given opportunity to leave. 

5.
Jesus makes reference to the "abomination" prophecy of Daniel: Dan 9:27; 

11:31; 12:7-13. 



1)
Dan 12:9-11 indicates that the meaning of the prophecy was sealed. 



2)
Matt & Mark insert “(let reader understand)” indicating the meaning was 


revealed by Jesus. 



3)
Daniel was told the prophecy was sealed until “end time”, which therefore 


was 70AD. 

B. 
Historical Fulfillment Possibilities of Daniel's prophecy (Dan 9:27).


1.
Antiochus Epiphanes 167 BC. 



1)
1 Maccabees 1:20-22, “After Antiochus had defeated Egypt in the year one 


hundred and forty-three (167 BC), he returned and went up to Israel and to 


Jerusalem with a strong force. He insolently invaded the sanctuary ... and 


stripped off everything. V54 the king erected the horrible abomination upon 


the altar.” 



2)
2 Maccabees 6:1-5, “The Temple Desecrated: Not long after this, the king sent an Athenian senator to force the Jews to abandon the customs of their ancestors and live no longer by the laws of God; also to profane the temple in Jerusalem and dedicate it to Olympian Zeus, and that on Mount Gerizim to Zeus, the Hospitable, as the inhabitants of the place requested. The Gentiles filled the temple with debauchery and revelry; they amused themselves with prostitutes ... even in the sacred court. They also brought into the temple things that were forbidden, so that the altar was covered with abominable offerings prohibited by the laws.” 


2.
Some maintain that Daniel's prophecy was wholly fulfilled in 167 BC. 



1)
But the words of Mt & Mk, "Let reader understand", indicate some connection between Daniel's prophecy and the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 


2)
Jesus clearly refers the disciples to Daniel's prophecy in regard to the time to 


flee the city of Jerusalem. 

3.
Rome 70 AD. 



1)
Josephus: “Daniel also wrote concerning the Roman government, and that 


our country should be made desolate by them.” 



2)
Some suggest that Josephus was referring to Dan 2:40-44, where the existence of Rome itself was prophesied to come into existence. 



3)
But the prophecy in Dan 2 says the "kingdom of iron" will shatter previous 


kingdoms not future. Therefore it is likely that Josephus had the abomination 


in mind. 



4)
When the Romans conquered the city of Jerusalem, and entered it, their pagan soldiers entered the temple, (defiling it according to Jewish Law), tore down Jewish ornaments and temple accoutrements, and raised in stead the pagan symbols and Roman standards. 



5)
Some suggest the abomination was fulfilled when Roman standards and 


pagan symbols were placed in the temple. 
· There is absolutely no reason to view the abomination of desolation as some future event, when it was clearly fulfilled in 70 AD! 
· This may not make for exciting TV programming where we misapply current events like the Gulf War, to Bible prophecy, but it is the truth! 

16:
“then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains;”


1.
Don’t go back home – (Jews went to the Passover Feast).



1)
Jesus was talking to people in a particular location – “Judea.”


2)
Once the siege began it was too late to flee.



3)
For various logistical reasons armies generally avoid hilly terrain, a fact that 


makes mountains a haven for those on the run (Ps 121:1).


2.
Luke 21:21: “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city depart, and let not those who are in the country enter the city.”



1)
This is a judgment that one would be able to flee (escape).

3.
Does this sound as though the time that Christ will be coming?



1)
Is the Second Coming limited to Judea?



2)
Why would Jesus tell His disciples to flee from His coming? (Rapture?)


3)
Are Christians to flee from Jesus when He comes again (1 John 3:2-3).



4)
Would Christians be able to flee in light that we will all meet Him in the air 


(1 Thes 4:15-17)?



5)
Obviously, these verses are describing a physical judgment upon the city of Jerusalem, a judgment which would only be LIMITED to a certain geographical region.



6)
These verse clearly imply that LIFE ON THIS EARTH WILL GO ON after 


this judgment had been fulfilled!



7)
It is IMPOSSIBLE to make this prophecy relative to anything this side of the 


fall of Jerusalem.

17:
“let him who is on the housetop not go down to get the things out that are in his 
house;”


1.
Most Jewish homes had stairs which led from the flat housetop (which was used 

for additional living space), down to the street level.



1)
One could literally cross the city on housetops.



2)
This verse doesn’t have any relevance in our culture and would be meaningless if this context were talking about the Second Coming.



3)
What difference does it make if I am on the housetop or not when Jesus comes again?

2.
The situation demanded urgency.


1)
When a Christian in Jerusalem learns of the approaching armies, he is to 


leave immediately without packing.  Do go back to pack.



2)
Going back could cost valuable time and result in taking some personal belongings that could hamper escape (Gen 19:17; Luke 17:32).
18:
“and let him who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak.”


1.
If one is working in the field when the armies appear he is not to return home, 

but should make a speedy getaway with just the clothes on his back.



1)
All consideration for comfort must be abandoned.



2)
But who would want to get their belongings or an overcoat, if this is talking 


about the Second Coming?

19:
“But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those 
days!”


1.
“Woe” here means “Alas!” 



1)
Especially to be pitied among the refugees would be pregnant women and 


mothers with small children.



2)
What would be a disadvantage of being pregnant when Jesus comes again?

20:
“But pray that your flight may not be in the winter,”


1.
The winter is the rainy season, a time when a river bed that is dry most of the 

year can become a raging river making it difficult to cross.



1)
There is no food in the wayside fields and fruit trees.



2)
Less daylight due to the shorter winter days.



3)
Perhaps snow in the higher elevations.


“or on a Sabbath;” – A HOLY DAY (winter – Holy season).

1.
A literal shut down of the city (Jer 17:21-22).


1)
The gates of the city were locked (Neh. 3:15-22).



2)
They would not receive any assistance from the Jews who were observing 


the Sabbath.



3)
Danger from Jewish Zealots because the Sabbath was being violated by those who fled the city.

· 12:1-7: Orthodox Jews tried to enforce their Sabbath traditions. 



4)
A hesitancy among Jewish Christians to flee the city on the Sabbath, because of their respect for the Jewish law that restricted travel on that day (Ex 16:29; Acts 1:12).


2.
The reference to the Sabbath Day proves that the “time” when these verses 

would be fulfilled would be when many would still be keeping the Sabbath Day, 

to such an extent that it would severely hinder travel on that day.



1)
THIS WOULD ONLY HINDER FLIGHT IN PALESTINE!


3.
Prayer could make an objective difference in escaping under difficult conditions 

(6:8).


1)
Jesus had the safety of His disciples in mind!


4.
The reason for these instructions confirms this.



1)
Luke 21:22: “Because these are the days of vengeance, in order that all things which are written may be fulfilled.”


2)
Luke 21:23: “…for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to 


this people.”



3)
Luke 21:24: “and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led 


captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by 


the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 
21:
“for there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the 
beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.”

1.
Some premillennialists claim that this “great tribulation” is a period of 3 ½ 

years directly prior to the Battle of Armageddon (Rev 16).



1)
Tribulation upon whom?  Land, Jerusalem, Jews – not the entire world.



2)
This verse admits that there will be other tribulations afterwards.


2.
People think that this verse can only apply to an all-out-war at the end of time.



1)
First, the Bible doesn’t have Jesus coming during a time when the world is 


on the verge of nuclear annihilation (1 Thes 5:1-3).



2)
Secondly, the statement “nor ever shall”, infers that life on this earth will 


continue after the tribulation, life which will include other tribulations.




3)
Thirdly, The world still continues after this great tribulation, and not only do the nations still exist, but human cruelty and sin also still exist (Luke 21:24).

3.
Josephus: “Accordingly it appears to me, that the misfortunes of all men, from 

the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these of the Jews, are not so 

considerable as they were…” (Wars, Preface, 4, p. 428).


1)
Besides arrows, both sides fought with “engines” that hurled darts, rocks and 


spears.



2)
The Romans used huge battering rams.




3)
The Romans built “banks” by cutting down all the trees.



4)
Starvation set in; - the strong began to take by force what little food the poor 


and weak possessed.



5)
As months passed, the situation became progressively worse.



6)
Some slipped outside the city searching for food, and those caught were 


tortured.



7)
About 500 a day were crucified in plain sight of the wall.



8)
BUT THE JEWS WOULD NOT SURRENDER!



9)
Hordes of dead bodies were cast from a wall into a deep valley, where “thick 


putrefaction” made Titus draw back in horror.

4.
Josephus also said that when no grain was left, wholesale destruction took place 

within the walls of Jerusalem.



1)
Food was so short that any locked door meant someone had food inside.



2)
Marauders would break down the doors, rush in, and grab the throats of those inside hoping to squeeze out a morsel of food from their throats.



3)
Whole families perished during the siege.



4)
They ate leather and drank blood.



5)
Cut off limbs that were infected.


5.
Many who escaped or surrendered swallowed gold coins in an effort to get away.



1)
When the Romans caught one deserter with gold he swallowed to smuggle out of the city, multitudes were murdered and their intestines opened in search of the money.



2)
Josephus says that in one night the Romans killed 2000 Jews and ripped 


open their stomachs.



3)
Tomb-robbing was rampant.

6.
151,880 corpses were brought out one gate of the city.




1)
Another reported 600,000.



2)
Inside the city, some rooms were stacked with bodies like racks of timber.



3)
Starvation became so severe, some began to search the dunghills for anything edible – for bits of undigested grain.



4)
The stench became overwhelming.



5)
Reliable witnesses told the story of a woman who slew her son, then roasted 


and used him for food.  
· Deut 28:53: Foretold by Moses when he wrote about the curses that would come upon Israel because of disobedience.

     
7.
“But when they went in numbers into the lanes of the city, with their swords 

drawn, they slew those whom they overtook, without mercy, and set fire to the 

houses wither the Jews were fled, and burnt every soul in them, and laid waste a 

great many of the rest; and when they were come to the houses to plunder them, 

they found in them entire families of dead men, and the upper rooms full of 

dead corpses, that is of such as died by the famine; they then stood in horror at 

this sight, and went out without touching anything.  But although they had this 

commiseration for such as were destroyed in that manner, yet had they not the 

same for those that were still alive, but they ran every one through whom they 

met with, and obstructed the very lanes with their dead bodies, and made the 

whole city run down with blood, to such a degree indeed that the fire of many 

houses was quenched with these men’s blood” (Wars, 6:8;5).



1)
The temple was looted, burned, stones overturned, and dead bodies were heaped upon one another.



2)
The Romans set up “ensigns” in the temple and offered sacrifices before 


them.



3)
The whole city was then burned.


8.
Being tired of slaughter, about 40,000 were allowed to go free.



1)
But the sound in body were made slaves, some sent to the Egyptian mines, 


others turned into gladiators.
     
9.
Here are some of the final figures:



1)
There were about 2,700,000 in the city.



2)
1,100,000 were slain during the whole siege.



3)
97,000 were taken captive.  (2,500,000 in all).
22:
“And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but 
for the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short.”


1.
The siege lasted about 7 months, and the words of Jesus were indeed fulfilled 

during that generation.



1)
If the siege of Jerusalem had lasted for years, the war with Rome would have 


spread throughout Palestine and even Christians would have suffered many 


deaths.



2)
But due to Jewish inexperience, neglected preparations, and a lot of fighting 


among themselves, which brought on a famine, the city fell within a short 


period of time.


2.
Even the horrors of war are under the providential control of God.



1)
“Cut short” (koloboo) to cut off.



2)
This word is a Greek verb primarily signifying amputation or mutilation of 


the limbs of animals.

23:
“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not 
believe him.”

1.
It cannot be denied (when the context is respected) that this is what Jesus said to His disciples, about these events that would involve the destruction of the temple buildings in Jerusalem.



1)
“If anyone says to you”: Jesus is talking to His men, about what would be 


said to them.
24:
“For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and 
wonders, so as to mislead, if possible even the elect.”

1.
Times of crisis are always viewed as opportunities by would-be messiahs promising to meet the need of the hour.


1)
Christians were not to be swayed by these pretenders even when they work 


“great signs and wonders” (2 Thes 2:9).



2)
Signs and wonders do not automatically prove a person is of God for they 


can be faked (Acts 8:9-11).
25:
“Behold, I have told you in advance.”


1.
There is no indication in the context at all, that Jesus is talking about things we 

will experience in our time shortly before a rapture, or 1,000 year reign or the 

end of the world.

26:
“If therefore they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go forth, 
or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them.”


1.
Josephus wrote that during the siege one false prophet persuaded 6,000 people to enter the temple to see signs of deliverance, and all of them perished.
27:
“For just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so 
shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”

1.
Christ’s coming in judgment on Israel would not be done in secret. 


1)
It would be as unmistakable and obvious as a bolt of lightning (Isa 30:30-31; 


Zech 9:14).


2.
The Jehovah Witnesses are wrong when they claim that Christ secretly came in 

1914.



1)
This is the way of false teachers.


2)
Rev 1:7: “Every eye will see Him.”
28:
“Wherever the corpse (carcase) is, there the vultures (eagles) will gather.”


1.
“Corpse” – dead body – the nation of Israel was dead.



1)
As dead bodies attracts carrion birds, so would Jerusalem attract those who 


would devour it.



2)
Through the instrumentality of the Roman army, Christ’s judgment on Jerusalem would be compared to a bird of prey falling on a corpse.



3)
“Aetos” – “To tear with the beak.”

2.
Many recent versions render aetos as “vultures,” based upon the mistaken belief 

that eagles are not normally carrion eaters.




1)
But “eagles” is a perfectly acceptable translation (golden eagles especially 


are opportunistic feeders who more certainly feed on carrion.


3.
The OT used the term “eagle” to describe God’s judgment upon a nation.



1)
This figure was used often by the prophets (Deut 28:49; Isa 46:11; Jer 19:7; Ezek 17:3; Hos 8:1; Hab 1:8).
29:
“But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken.”


1.
The word “immediately” connects these verses with the previous physical and 

local judgment.



1)
Soon after the preceding events.



2)
We cannot add 2000 plus years between verse 28 and 29.



3)
Some take the verse 29 position – transition verse.


2.
29-31: The language is apocalyptic.



1)
Celestial phenomena were often used by the prophets to describe God’s historical judgments on cities and nations. 



2)
This language is described by one as “de-creation”; just as the redemptive 


work of God is spoken of in terms of creation (2 Cor 4:6; 5:17; Eph 2:10; 


4:24; Col 3:10), so His judgments are described in terms of cataclysmic de-


creation.


3.
This terminology and references to the heavens and skies have been used in several other places in the OT to describe the destruction of empires and kingdoms.



1)
Judgment on Babylon (Isa 13:10, 13, 19-20) – FULFILLED!  


2)
Judgment on Edom (Idumea) (Isa 34:4-6) – FULFILLED!  No longer exists.



3)
Judgment on Israel (Samaria) (Amos 8:9) – FULFILLED!



4)
Judgment on Egypt (Ezek 32:7-10) – FULFILLED!  

· The fall of Egypt’s leadership (1-12).


5)
Judgment on Nineveh (Nah 1:1-8) – FULFILLED!



6)
Judgment on Judah (Jer 4:1-6, 23-28) – FULFILLED by the Babylonians!



7)
Judgment on the nations (Joel 3:15-16).


8)
Judgment pronounced against Israel (Acts 2:16-21) Beginning of FULFILLMENT!

· When Jesus spoke these words, the Jews had only heard them used in reference to a national judgment.

· They never heard these words used to refer to the end of time.

4.
This is descriptive language of the passing away of Judaism.


1)
God has removed His protection from Jewish nation.



2)
Thus, the Jewish nation is removed from the heavens.



3)
The “sun” of Judaism is “darkened.”



4)
The “moon” no longer reflects the “light” of God.



5)
The bright “stars” no longer shine (Heb 11).



6)
ALL JEWISH LEADERSHIP CAST DOWN!

30:
“and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky (heaven), and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”


1.
Notice what the text does not say.



1)
It does not say, “Then you will see Son of Man in heaven,” or “A sign in 


heaven.”


2.
The phrase “in the sky (heaven)” defines the LOCALITY of the “Son of Man,” not the locality of the sign.



1)
The judgment upon Jerusalem was the sign (proof) of the fact that the Son of 


Man was reigning as King in heaven.


2)
The destruction of Jerusalem was the fulfillment of His prediction (Deut 18:20-22; Micah 3:12; Matt 24:1-2).


3.
After the city was taken, “Caesar gave order that they should now demolish the 

entire city and temple…but for all the rest of the wall, it was so thoroughly laid 

even with the ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that there was 

left nothing to make those that came thither believe it had ever been inhabited.” 

(Wars, 7:1:1) 


1)
The phrase “the sign of the Son of Man” implies Christ’s presence in the 


destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.



2)
Though He was not present bodily, He was present through the instrument of 


the Roman army.
· CHRIST WILL BE VINDICATED!

“all the tribes of the earth will mourn”


1.
Like, “no life (flesh)”  (22), is limited by the context and implies the Jewish 

tribes.


1)
It is not uncommon to describe local judgment in universal and radical language.



2)
A better translation is “all the tribes (families) of the land.”


3)
Zech 12:10-14: The mourning is clearly restricted to the families of Israel.


2.
The mourning of all the tribes likely refers to the lamentations of Jewish families (2:18) scattered throughout the Roman Empire.




1)
Grieved because of the destruction of the temple and the terrible loss of kinsmen.

3.
When Jerusalem fell many rejoiced at the news.



1)
This Anti-Semitic sentiment continued to spread.



2)
The fall of Jerusalem was cited as evidence that Jews were hated by God.



3)
Philostratus asserted in his Vita Apollonii that when Helen of Judaea offered 


Titus a victory wreath after he took the city, refused it on the grounds that 


there was no merit in vanquishing a people deserted by their own God.



4)
This sounds highly unlikely coming from a professional commander who 


had fought a hard war against a very determined enemy.



5)
But it is typical of the anti-Semitic propaganda which now appeared everywhere.


“coming on the clouds of the heaven”


1.
The “comings” of the Son of Man.


1)
The INCARNATION (John 1:11; 2 Tim 1:10; Heb 9:26-28).


2)
The GIVING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT to the apostles (John 14:16-18, 28).



3)
The INDWELLING OF DEITY (John 14:23).



4)
The COMING OF HIS KINGDOM (Matt 16:28; cf. Mark 9:1).



5)
The PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL TO THE GENTILES (Eph 2:17).



6)
The DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM (Heb 10:37; Jas 5:8; 1 Pet 4:17-


18).

2.
Clouds are often associated with God’s presence.



1)
Lev 16:2: “…I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat.”



2)
Num 11:25: “Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him…”



3)
Ps 104.3: “…He makes the clouds His chariot…”

· No visible appearance.  Judgment and power.

· A cloud can’t be stopped or manipulated.

· This phrase does not demand a visible appearance.

· Ps.9:2-10: Judgments of God (also “a stronghold for the oppressed”).

3.
Every Jew would apply this phrase to a national doom of some kind.



*
They just didn’t believe it would happen.



1)
Judgment on Egypt (Isa 19:1-10).



“Behold, Jehovah rides on a swift cloud” – BABYLON.



2)
Judgment on the earth (Isa 26:20-21).



3)
Judgment on Israel and Judah (Mic 1:2-7).


4)
Judgment on Judah (Joel 2:1-2; Zeph 1:14-16). 


5)
Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem in 586 BC (Jer 4:11-13; Ezek 34:12-13).

· Clouds – Babylonian captivity.
· The Jews never heard this language used to refer to the end of time. 


4.
Matt 26:64: Jesus told Caiaphas the same thing the night He was betrayed.



1)
Did Caiaphas see this or not?



2)
Certainly he did, when Jesus sent the Roman armies to destroy the city of 


Jerusalem.



3)
Caiaphas was familiar with the judgment language of the OT.



4)
Jesus had made it clear to His contemporaries, that they would experience 


His wrath as Judge.


“power and great glory”


1.
Indicates the majestic appearance of a king.



1)
In this context the king’s coming is greeted with mourning.





2)
Acts 2:37: Their mourning turns into repentance.
31:
“And He shall send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky (heavens) to the 
other.”

1.
The ELECT WILL BE VINDICATED!



1)
Admittedly, this language suggests the Second Coming.
· Trumpet and Second Coming (1 Cor 15:51-52; 1 Thes 4:16-17; 2 Thes 1:7).

· Angels and the Second Coming (Matt 13:39, 41-42, 49-50; 16:27; 25:31; Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26; 2 Thes 1:7-10).



2)
But would we automatically think of the Second Coming if “angels” was 


translated “messengers”?


2.
The Greek word angelos basically means a messenger.


1)
It does not always refer to heavenly messengers.



2)
Therefore its meaning must be determined by the context.


3.
Human messengers:



1)
John The Baptist (Matt 11:10, 19).



2)
John’s messengers (Luke 7:24).



3)
Jesus’ messengers (Luke 9:52).



4)
Rahab received messengers (Jewish spies) (Jas 2:25).


5)
A thorn in the flesh a messenger of Satan (2 Cor 12:7).


4.
Trumpets were always instruments of warning or deliverance.



1)
Christ sent messengers (apostles, preachers, others) whose work would have 

the effect of a “trumpet” blast, calling men to salvation throughout the entire 

world (14).

5.
“Four winds” is best understood in Luke 13:29 – east, west, north, south.



1)
Represents the entire world (Jer 49:36; Rev 7:1).



2)
Suggests universality (Deut 30:4; Ps 22:27; Isa 11:11-12; 27:12-13; 45:22; 

56:8; Ezek 37:9; Zech 2:6).


3)
This is a universal warning and deliverance (separate believers- His “elect.”


6.
“Elect” (eklektos, chosen) stands for God people (24; 22:14).



1)
The gathering of scattered people was a part of the OT language of blessing 

(Deut 30:3-4; Isa 43:5-6; Jer 32:37; Ezek 34:13; 36:24).



2)
Christ’s work was not primarily destructive (even though the wicked must be 

judged), but redemptive (John 3:17; Rom 11:11ff).



3)
Luke 21:28: “But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”


7.
Judaism was one of the greatest hindrances to the spread of Christianity.



1)
But the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD forever removed the shackles of 

Judaism.
32:
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already become tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near;”


1.
Having answered the WHAT question, Jesus now answers the WHEN question 
(3).



1)
The fig tree is also a promise of better things.



2)
All the distressing events predicted by Christ, instead of discouraging the 

disciples, should encourage them, for by them they would know it was the 

beginning.


3)
Not the winter time for this world, but of summer.



4)
They indicated the beginning of a world-wide harvest of souls.
33:
“even so you too, when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door.”


1.
Just as new leaves on fig trees indicate the coming of summer, so “all these 
things”—those mentioned from v.15ff—would indicate the destruction of the 
temple, and all that it stood for, was near.



1)
Christians are commanded to recognize the imminence of judgment from the information Jesus provided – “recognize that He is near, right at your door.”




2)
The expression “all these things” links the whole context to a single event.


3)
The statement “He is near” tells us that this section is obviously not talking 

about the Second Coming.


2.
How unnecessary this verse becomes if the Lord is discussing His Second 
Coming in a literal, visible manner.



1)
Suppose all the events in verses 29-31 will literally happen, and this is the 

return of Christ, Jesus would be saying – “When you see the stars falling out 

of the sky, the sun extinguished, the universe collapsing, and Jesus Himself 

riding on the clouds with angels sweeping Christians off the earth, then you 

will know the Second Coming is near.”



2)
If this was the Second Coming, Jesus wouldn’t be “near”, rather He would 

be here!


3)
Can you imagine Jesus warning His disciples that when they saw Him coming in the clouds then they would know that His Second Coming was at the doors.



4)
If the events in verses 29-31 were literally fulfilled, then His Second Coming 

would already be accomplished and the parable of the fig tree is of no value.

34:
“Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.”


1.
“All these things” to this point will happen in this generation.


1)
To understand that this does not mean the church age, see 1:1-17.



2)
Generations in v.17 shows that this is in the life span of the living in that 

generation to the next.



3)
Whatever Jesus said in verses 29-31, He FULFILLED IN THE GENERATION HE SPOKE TO.

35:
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.”


1.
This language is idiomatic—it means Christ’s word is eternal (5:18; Ps 102:25-
27; Isa 40:6-8; 1 Pet 1:25).



1)
This same language was used in other places to affirm how reliable are the 

statements made.



2)
Isa 54:10: “For the mountains may be removed and the hills may shake, but 

My lovingkindness will not be removed from you, and My covenant of peace 

will not be shaken…”


2.
Matt 5:18: “For I truly say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is 
accomplished.”



1)
God assured the Jews of the indestructibility of the Old Covenant until all the 

Law be fulfilled (Rom 10:4; Eph 2:14-16; Heb 8).



2)
It is the same in Mt.24:35-36: Heaven and earth may pass, but is some truth 

that will always stand – the city of Jerusalem and the Temple is going to be 

destroyed.

3.
The predictions of the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple came from an 
infallible spokesman.



1)
To mortal man little seems more stable than “heaven and earth,” yet, the 

words of Christ were of far greater stability.



2)
The most permanent of physical things will pass away before His word fails.



3)
And His words did come to pass!
· Doesn’t sound like the conditions Premillennialists are hoping for.

36:
“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”


1.
Some say Jesus spoke of two events because He said the time of one event 
(destruction of Jerusalem) was given (in this generation), but the time of the 
second event (final return of Christ) was not given.


1)
NOTE CAREFULLY: Jesus did not say the time of one event could be known in advance and the time of the other could not be known in advance.



2)
Context: Jesus said the judgment would occur in “this generation”, “but of 

that day and hour no one knows.”

2.
Though the general time frame for Jerusalem’s destruction was known (32-34), 
the exact time wasn’t known by anyone except God.



1)
“Day and hour” are the measures we use in fixing a date (42, 44, 50).



2)
EX: I will die in this generation, but I do not know the day or the hour.

· Does that imply that my death will take place at two different times? Neither does Jesus’ language imply that He spoke of two different events to be fulfilled at two different times.  I am to be ready for that uncertain (unrevealed) day.
· Does God and Christ know the day I will die?  I believe so.

· Why not tell me?  So I won’t prepare at the last minute!

3.
How Christ not also knowing is difficult to harmonize with His omniscience.



1)
If expect Christ to know when would come the destruction of Jerusalem, 

why not also expect Him to know when His second coming would be?



2)
Jesus did not exercise His omnipotence except to further the spiritual kingdom (Mark 1:14-15).

· EX: His refusal to turn stones into bread.  What Jesus could have done did not predetermine what He did do as a man.

· The incarnation did not destroy His divine nature, but it did limit Him.



3)
Neither man nor angel, nor even the Son Himself, can reveal the day and 

hour of the destruction of Jerusalem to you.

· The Father determined that it should not be revealed.

· Divine wisdom saw fit to conceal from the apostles the precise period of the destruction of Jerusalem, in order that they of necessity be watching continually.


4)
Because Christ alone is God and man (dual nature), it may be that he could  

know by His deity what was unknown to His humanity.

· As God, He was omnipresent – but as man His body was limited to one place at a time.  (God—Father—as invisible cannot be man at same time).

· Jesus as God was omnipotent, not limited by human frailties – but as man He hungered (21:17), thirsted (John 19:28), was tired (John 4:6).
· Similarly, Jesus, by His divine nature, could have known as God what He did not know as man.


4.
Lest we get sidetracked by useless speculation, we need to remember that Jesus’ 
purpose in this section is “not to define the limits of His theological knowledge, 
but to indicate that no calculation is possible or required for the Jewish 
Christians to know the exact time of the destruction of Jerusalem.


1)
Jesus will next give some implications of the uncertainty about the exact 

time of Jerusalem’s destruction with several illustrations.

IV.
EXHORTATIONS TO WATCHFULNESS (24:37-44)
37:
“For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.”


1.
Jesus sees some similarities between His judgment on Jerusalem and God’s 
judgment on the world at the time of the flood.


1)
The unpreparedness and unbelief of Noah’s contemporaries would be paralleled by a lack of readiness in the present Jewish generation.

38:
“For as in those days which were before the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,

39:
and they did not understand (know) until the flood came and took (swept) them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”


1.
In the days before the flood it was business as usual.


1)
The warnings were ignored – continued in the ordinary things of life (eating, 

drinking, marrying).


2)
Even when Noah entered – which signaled danger was near – they ignored 

the sign and were “swept away.”



3)
Those in Noah’s generation were not watchful, therefore they perished.


2.
The parallel to Noah’s generation is that the judgment Jesus spoke of is an 
escapable judgment “just like the days of Noah.”


1)
The very same event that brought swift destruction upon Jerusalem also 

brought salvation to Noah and his family.

3.
History teaches that man learns nothing from history.



1)
The same disregard and unpreparedness that characterized those in Noah’s 

day also characterized the Jews in the first century – and characterize men 

now.

40:
“Then there shall be two men in the field, one will be taken and one will be left.

41:
Two women will be grinding at the mill (hand-mill); one will be take, and one will be left.”


1.
Two examples from ordinary life further underscore the need for readiness.



1)
“Then” – when Christ comes against the Jews, men working in the field and 

women grinding at a mill will be separated.



2)
The ones “taken” were the ones punished – not the ones rewarded.


3)
This certainty doesn’t refer to a “rapture” or Christ’s final return.

42:
“Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.”


1.
“You” – There has been only one coming in this chapter.


1)
Luke 21:36: “But keep on the alert at all times, praying in order that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”



2)
This could not possibly refer to a final judgment – for no man will escape it.



3)
Recall Matt 24:15-16: “When you see the abomination of desolation…then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.”


4)
If the disciples knew the exact time of the destruction of Jerusalem, they 

might be tempted to delay preparedness until the last minute.


2.
But since they did not know, they must live in readiness.



1)
This is the only viable response to the certain uncertainty of judgment.

43:
“But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into (Lit., dug through).”


1.
Homeowners illustrate how to deal with uncertainty.


1)
The problem with burglars is that they never notify you in advance of their 

coming.



2)
The element of surprise gives them a major advantage.



3)
Because homeowners don’t know when they will strike, they must be burglar-ready at all times or run the risk of being vandalized.

44:
“For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.”

1.
“Therefore” introduces the conclusion (42).


1)
Just as homeowners must always be ready for thieves, so the disciples must 

always be ready for the destruction of Jerusalem.



2)
For them (this generation) to live without watchfulness invites disaster.


2.
History records the Christians escape.



1)
Eusebius, a third century historian, wrote of the early Jerusalem church.



“The whole body, however, of the church at Jerusalem, having been commanded by a divine revelation given to men of approved piety there before the war removed from the city and dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella.”


3.
In the siege of Jerusalem, 1,100,000 Jews perished and another 2,500,000 Jews 
were taken into slavery.



1) Not one faithful Christian who heeded the signs (warnings) of Jesus perished.

MORE OBSERVATIONS ON THE WORDS “END” AND “COMING”
1.
If “end” refers to the end of time or a final return of Christ, and a transition or change of subjects occurs somewhere in the chapter, we would expect “end” to be found in the latter part of the chapter.


1.
This is exactly the opposite of how Jesus used it (24:6, 13, 14).

2.
Likewise, “coming” would expected to be found in the latter part of the chapter, if Jesus had in mind His final return.


1.
However, it occurs throughout the chapter without regard to any supposed 
transition in v 29 or 36.



1)
Jesus spoke of His “coming” both BEFORE AND AFTER any supposed 

transition.

DID JESUS MAKE ALL THESE TRANSITIONS IN LUKE 17:22-37?

1.
Similar discourse several days before the words in Matthew 24.


1.
This took place as Jesus and the apostles traveled to Jerusalem for the final 
week of His life.

2.
If a change of subject in Mt.24 is implied, then the same language would have Jesus jumping back and forth between these two major subjects as follows:


1.
Luke 17:23-25: Destruction of Jerusalem – Matt 24:23-28.


2.
Luke 17:26-30: Final return – Matt 24:37-39.


3.
Luke 17:31-33: Destruction of Jerusalem – Matt 24:17-18.


4.
Luke 17:34-36: Final return – Matt 24:40-41.


5.
Luke 17:37: Destruction of Jerusalem – Matt 24:28.



1)
Jesus’ reversal of “all these things” without regard to the order shows no 

transition took place.
3.
No transition could occur between 17:36 and 17:37 because, in v 37, the disciples referred to the things Jesus had just said in v.35: “…Where, Lord?”  1)
“And He said to them, ‘Where the body is, there also will be the vultures 
(eagles) be gathered.”

2)
Jesus’ language will not allow for a transition as supposed in Matt 24:29 or 36.
V.
THREE PARABLES OF WATCHFULNESS (24:45-[25:30]).

24:45-51: Faithful Servant (Evil Servant)


25:1-13: Ten Virgins


25:14-30: Talents


1.
Readiness is further illustrated through these 3 parables, each of which has 
four features in common: 


1)
An absentee figure (representing Jesus), whose coming is delayed.



2)
Two groups, one that is prepared for the master’s return and one that is not.



3)
An explanation of what constitutes preparedness and unpreparedness.



4)
A description of the rewards for the prepared and punishment for the unprepared.


2.
As these applied to being alert for the destruction of Jerusalem, the same principles equally apply to us (destruction of Jerusalem is past) as we are to be always alert for the Lord’s final return and for the final judgment (John 5:27-29).
45:
“Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time?
46:
Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.

47: Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.”

1.
By attending to his duty, even when his master wasn’t around, he exhibited 
fidelity and wisdom (Col 3:22).


1)
As a result, everything was ready and in order when his lord returned.



2)
His reward for his good conduct was to be promoted to a position of greater 

responsibility and trust (25:21).

48:
“But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master is not coming for a long time,’

49:
and shall begin to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards;

50: the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know.”


1.
In contrast to the faithful servant is an evil servant who assumes his master will 
be gone for a long time.



1)
He tries to take advantage of the situation by exploiting his fellows.



2)
He throws off moral restraints – he has plenty of time to get ready.

51:
“and shall cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; weeping shall be there and the gnashing of teeth.”


1.
The master returns before he was expected and catches the servant living 
irresponsibly and wickedly.


1)
For punishment, he sentences him to a horrible death.


2.
Literally means “cut in pieces” – Dismemberment.



1)
This may be a hyperbole comparable to, “I’ll break every bone in your body.”



2)
The destruction of Jerusalem literally involved savage butchery.



3)
And a consignment with the hypocrites (23:29-38), in a place where there is 

“weeping…and the gnashing of teeth.”

· A figure that represents the anguish of the lost (8:12).
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW TWENTY-FOUR

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

1.
What two key phrases in 23:36 help to determine the context?


1)


2)

2.
What did Jesus say about the generation living in Jesus’ time?

3.
What did the disciples show Jesus when they came out of the temple?

4.
What did Jesus predict?

5.
Do you think that the apostles would want to know when Jesus’ prediction would 
be fulfilled and what sign to warn them of the event?

6.
What two questions did Mark and Luke ask?


1)


2)

7.
Do these two questions demand they were asking about the end of time?

8.
What question did Matthew ask that Mark and Luke did not?

9.
Does the phrase “end of the age” always refer to the end of time (cf. 1 Cor 10:11; 
Heb 9:26)?

10.
What determines how this phrase is used?

11.
Does “coming” (24:3) demand a literal coming (Mt 16:28; Jas 5:8)?

12.
How would some attempt to lead them astray?

13.
What was not to trouble them, and why not (v 6)?

14.
What things marked the beginning of travail?

15.
How will those who are faithful to God be treated?

16.
What will happen to those who endure?

17.
What must happen before the end (v 14)?


1)
Did that happen?  (Give scripture)

18.
What would precede the “sign” (vv 4-14)


1)



2)


3)


4)


5)


6)


7)

19.
Were they to flee when these occur?

20.
What sign are they to look for before fleeing to the mountains?

21.
What does abomination mean?


1)
What does desolation mean?


2)
Who was the abomination of desolation (Lk 21:20)?

22.
Who were told to flee?

23.
What things could cause the saints difficulty in this time?

24.
For the elect’s sake, what will the Lord do?

25.
What will prophets try to do, and how?

26.
The coming of the Son of Man is compared to what (v 27)?


1)
What does it mean (cf. Isa 30:30-31; Zech 9:14)?

27.
Who does the corpse refer to?


1)
Who do the vultures represent?

28.
What will happen immediately after those days (vv 29-30)?


1)
Could the destruction of Jerusalem be a sign that the Son of Man is in heaven?

29.
What did the references to the heavens and skies describe in the Old Testament?

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

1.
Who is the abomination of desolation (Lk 21:20; Mk 13:14)?

2.
What does abomination mean?


What does desolation mean?

3.
What are they to do when they see the abomination of desolation (15-18)?

4.
Who is told to flee (15)?

5.
What things could cause the Jewish Christians difficulty in this time (19-20)?

6.
How bad would this tribulation be (21)?


1)
Does this verse imply that this is escapable and life will go on after this 


tribulation (state reason)?

7.
For the elect’s sake, what will the Lord do (22)?

8.
What will false Christ’s and false prophets try to do, and how (24)?

9.
The coming of the Son of Man is compared to what (27)?


1)
What does this mean?

10.
What will happen in the heavens immediately after those days (29-31)?


1)
Does this refer to Judgment upon Jerusalem in 70 AD or the Second Coming?

11.
What will not happen till all these things are accomplished (34)?

12.
What will pass away and what will not pass away (35)?

13.
Although the Jewish Christians knew the general time (this generation, signs) did 
they know the exact day or hour (36)?

14.
What is the coming of the Son of Man compared to (37-39)?


1)
Was this an escapable judgment?

15.
What happened to the ones taken away in the days of Noah?

16.
Who are the ones taken away compared with during the destruction of Jerusalem 
(40-41)?


1)
Were those taken punished or rewarded?

17.
How could the disciples of Jesus apply this?  What is the point of all this (42-44)?

18.
Which servant is blessed by his Lord (45-47)?

19.
Why is it foolish for a servant to abuse his trust (48-51)?

20.
What is this parable of the faithful and unfaithful servant teaching Jesus’ disciples?
Matthew 25

PARABLES OF WATCHFULNESS AND JUDGMENT
INTRODUCTION
A.
Matt 24: The whole chapter could refer to the destruction of Jerusalem.


1.
24:29 or 36: Some see a transition to the final return of Christ (2nd Coming).



1)
To both events, the destruction of Jerusalem could be a type or shadow of the 


Christ’s final return.



2)
There are certain terms that describe both events.



3)
One is literal (destruction of Jerusalem) while the other is figurative (2nd 


Coming).


2.
Whichever it might be, in the final analysis the parable of “The Wise and 


Foolish Virgins” has important lessons to be learned.



1)
If Matt 24 is solely about the destruction of Jerusalem, there are other 



passages in the NT which teach about the final return of Christ and the end 


of the world (2 Pet 3:10-14).



2)
The same principles (lessons of the parable) apply to both events.
B.
24:45-25:30: THREE PARABLES OF WATCHFULNESS


1.
24:45-51: Faithful Servant (Evil Servant)



1)
21:20-26:2: Tuesday Events
I.
THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS (25:1-13)


1.
In this parable, faithfulness and unfaithfulness (24:45-41) are defined in terms 

of wisdom and foolishness.



1)
Be prepared at all times (follows warning and signs about the fall of Jerusalem).



2)
The warning was to Jesus’ own disciples.
1:
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their 
lamps, and went out to meet the bridegroom.”


1.
Except for the information that can be gleaned from passages such as this, little 

is known of actual wedding ceremonies in first-century Palestine.



1)
There is some confusion about the exact details of ancient Jewish weddings 


and they may well have varied like our own.



2)
But Jesus’ story would surely have reflected customary practice.


2.
The effort of some commentators to build the whole meaning of this parable on 

details thinly inferred is unhelpful.



1)
Had such details been central to its message the Lord would certainly have 


supplied them.


3.
Many of the difficulties are cleared up when we understand the little we do 

know about the wedding customs of Jesus’ day.



1)
Most marriages were arranged by parents long in advance.



2)
Finally the time would come for the bridegroom to come and get his bride.


4.
Normally, the bridegroom, with some close friends, left his home to go to the 

bride’s home, where there were various ceremonies, followed by a procession 

through the streets – after nightfall – to his home.



1)
The ten virgins may be bridesmaids who have been assisting the bride.



2)
They expect to meet the groom to light his way to the bride’s home where 


she would to join the bridegroom and proceed to the place of the wedding 


feast.



3)
Due to the festive nature of weddings, a delay on the part of the bridegroom 


may have been a common occurrence in Jewish weddings.



4)
However, it was considered a tremendous insult not to be ready to meet him.



5)
All of this would be as familiar to Jesus’ listeners as our wedding customs 


are to us today.


“lamps”

1.
This word should be translated “torches.”


1)
This is the only meaning of the word in Greek literature early or late.



2)
“Torches” were sticks wrapped with rags at one end and soaked in olive oil.

2:
“And five of them were foolish, and five were prudent (wise,

3:
For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them,

4:
But the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps.”


1.
Five fail to take extra fuel and five had the foresight to take enough.



1)
7:24-27: When the flood waters rise, its too late to find a rock foundation.

5:
“Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep.

6:
But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’

7:
Then all those virgins rose, and trimmed their lamps.”


1.
As a final preparation the virgins trimmed (kosmeo, put in order) their torches. 

1)
Probably by soaking the rags in oil.

8:
“And the foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’”


1.
At this point the foolish virgins realize their mistake and ask the others to share 

some oil with them.

9:
“But the prudent answered, saying, ‘No, there will not be enough for us and you 
too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’”


1.
The wise refuse.  Is it because they were selfish?  No!



1)
If they gave their oil away everyone might end up in the dark.



2)
This parable is about spiritual preparedness, not the golden rule.



3)
Spiritual readiness is not something that can be transferred from one to another.

· A parable does not cover all the options.

· It is there to teach a specific lesson.

10:
“And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, 
and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door 
was shut.”


1.
The purpose of shutting the door was probably to keep out the uninvited (Luke 13:25).

11:
“And later the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’

12:
But he answered and said, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not know you.’”


1.
It may seem unthinkable to us that a bit of oil could be that critical at a wedding 

but it is the Lord’s story not ours, and He is the one who focuses so intently 

upon it.



1)
It may also seem strange to us that when the bridesmaids returned from a visit to the oil merchant to find the door to the place of the wedding was shut, that the bridegroom himself would refuse their earnest appeals for entrance.



2)
Yet there is indication that such was not unknown in the ancient world.


2.
Perhaps most bridegrooms might have let them in, but this one refuses.


1)
Their last-minute flurry of activity was a case of too little, too late.



2)
Their unpreparedness cost them a place at the banquet and the door is shut in 


their face.
13:
“Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.”


1.
(24:42, 44) – Restates the point.



1)
Disciples must be ready for the possibility that the Lord may not come when 


expected (Judgment-Jerusalem or Second Coming).



2)
When it happens the time for preparation is past.



3)
Therefore the disciples of Jesus’ day were to take His coming in judgment 


seriously and be ready for anything.

WHAT LESSONS DO WE LEARN?

1.
Identifying the subjects of the parable.


1.
Bridegroom = Christ.


2.
10 Virgins = All professed disciples (profess a pure faith).



1)
5 Wise = Diligently prepared themselves, looked for the Master’s coming 


and lived accordingly (2Pet.3:11-14).



2)
5 Foolish = Knew the Lord was coming, but they did not prepare for it.

· They may be like that evil servant who says, “My Master is delaying His  coming”, and act accordingly (24:48-49).

· Yet Jesus warned what would happen to such evil servants (24:50-51).


3.
Bride? Not mentioned because she is not essential to the main theme of the 

parable.


4.
Oil = Preparedness.


5.
Shut door = Unprepared for Judgment.

2.
PREPARING for the future involves FORETHOUGHT.


1.
Practically everything that is done requires forethought and preparation.



1)
Reading, writing, math, buying and selling, sowing and reaping, growing 


spiritually, teaching, raising children.



2)
There are many things that can’t be done at the last minute.


2.
THINKING YOU ARE READY is not the same as being ready.



1)
None of the 5 foolish virgins thought they were foolish.



2)
None of them went out to meet the bridegroom thinking they would miss out 


on everything.



3)
THEY ALL THOUGHT THEY WERE READY!



4)
Their good intentions and sincere beliefs will not help them when the bridegroom comes and they do not have any oil.



5)
From this parable we learn how important it is to get beyond good intentions 


and make real preparations.


3.
These foolish virgins were not ungodly or immoral or hypocrites.



1)
They represent the negligent in prayer and the slothful in work.



2)
They had some oil – made some preparation, but not enough.



3)
All took their lamps, oil – all had equal access.



4)
They can’t rely on what they had done in the past (timely weddings).



5)
Too late to buy oil after the stores close or run out.


4.
The five wise virgins also slept – woke up alert and ready.



1)
They had time to rest and enjoy life also.



2)
EX: Time of test (pop quiz) is not the time of preparation (ready for test?).



3)
One sure way of being ready is to be ready every day.


5.
EX: Before taking a long trip there are 100’s of things to do – involves forethought and planning (saving $, reservations, flight, hotels, sight-seeing).



1)
Surely we can clearly see the necessity to prepare for the greatest trip and 


greatest examination of all!

3.
Preparedness is NOT TRANSFERABLE.


1.
We cannot borrow what must be bought.



1)
Dividing the oil was not an option.



2)
We cannot borrow someone else’s readiness.



3)
Character cannot be loaned out – must be developed individually.



4)
Strength, love, faith, dedication, zeal cannot be transferred or borrowed.

4.
You can WAIT TOO LONG to prepare.


1.
We cannot recall lost opportunities.



1)
Those unprepared do not receive a second chance.



2)
EX: Man’s house was burning: At the first sign of smoke he rushed out to 


buy a fire extinguisher, before he returned, everything was destroyed.



3)
EX: A doctor warned a man of his bad heart condition – too late to buy life 


insurance. – Buy insurance before something terrible happens.



4)
When the battle begins, its too late to train the troops.



5)
When Satan attacks, only those who have put on the whole armor of God can 


resist.


2.
Ps 32:6: David said it this way – “Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to 

Thee in a time when Thou mayest be found; surely in a flood of great waters 

they shall not reach him.”



1)
Looking for mercy but it is the time of judgment.



2)
There is a time for mercy and a time for judgment.



3)
The work of a lifetime cannot be crammed into a moment.



4)
The unprepared missed their one big chance.


3.
The question is not when will the Lord return, but are our lamps have enough oil 

to keep burning?



1)
The moment we think “when” the Lord will return, we are in trouble.



2)
Are our lamps burning bright?  Alert (watching) and prepared?



3)
If flickering – easily offended!


4.
Repent and be baptized now – when Christ comes – you won’t have time.



1)
Would Christ even know you when He Comes (7:21-23).


2)
If you have wandered away from the fold – renew that broken connection 


with the Lord NOW!  Good intentions will not save you.



3)
Halfway religion – There are no short-cuts to heaven.
II.
THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS (25:14-30)

1. The parable of the 10 virgins stressed the need for watchfulness.

1)
This third parable in the series (24:45-51-25:30) shows that watchfulness is not passive waiting, but active responsibility.

2)
The watchful servant is the one producing results for the coming master to see and approve.

3)
This parable stresses the responsibility of working during the time of watchfulness.

25:14-23: THE DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF THE TALENTS

14:
“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them.  
15: 
To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey.” 

1.
The “man” represents Christ.

1) He has gone to heaven (John 8:31; Acts 2:31-33; Eph 4:8-10).
2) He will come back (Acts 1:11; Rev 1:7).

2.
The “servants” represent all members of the church.

1) The primary application is to Jesus’ disciples (24:3; 26:1).
2) Some interpreters maintain that the one-talent man represents the scribes, Pharisees and other Jews who would not risk giving full allegiance to Christ.

3) There may possibly be some merit to this interpretation.  But it must be remembered that none of the outside Jews were present when Jesus spoke this parable.  Only His close disciples were His sole audience.


3.
The “talents” represent the ABILITY or the wealth which has been entrusted to all Christians.
1)
In the vernacular, using our talents means living up to our potential.  All have been given life and opportunities.

2)
The New Testament has been given to instruct us how to use our time, abilities, and opportunities (2 Tim 3:16-17).

4. In Jesus’ day a talanton was a unit of weight, not a specific currency.

1) Its value depended on whether the metal was gold, silver or copper.

2) The Greek suggests it was silver.  Argurion “money,” in v 18 can mean silver and may indicate the type of talent Christ had in mind (18:24).
3) A silver talent was worth $1000-2000.
4) 2 Kings 5:23: 2 bags – has weight = ability.


5.
Each servant received something.  No one was left out.



1)
No person is without some (abundant) ability to serve the Lord.



2)
God is entrusting something special to every one of His servants.


6.
Each servant accepted their responsibility to use what was given to them.



1)
They understood that what was given to them was not just for their own benefit but for the benefit of their master and his kingdom.


7.
The servants did not receive an equal number of talents.



1)
Each servant received talents “according to his own ability.”



2)
Therefore they will not all produce the same.



3)
Matt 13:8: Some will produce “a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty” but none should produce “0”.


4)
God expects all His servants to put forth the same effort.

16:
“Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and gained five more talents.  

17: 
In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. 

18: 
But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.”

1. All but one went to work “immediately.”
1)
What they gained wasn’t all natural ability – had to work for added abilities. 
2)
They understood they must increase what they had by use (use or lose).

19:
“Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.”


1.
All of them had trials.



1)
They could be reckless, misuse, pride, selfish ambition, getting in over their heads.


2)
They could play it safe, take no risks, fear, procrastinate, plenty of time to work later.

20:
“The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’  

21: His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 

22:
Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’  

23: His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’”


1.
Their limitations didn’t prevent their USEFULNESS!


1)
They didn’t let a disability get in the way of their ability.



2)
Very few are extremely talented.

2. The Lord was equally pleased with the results – NO DISGRACE!

1)
The same thing was said to the “two-talent” man – put forth the SAME EFFORT!

2)
The one who received “two talents” might be unfit for such a realm of labor as he who had received “five talents,” but he was FULLY (EQUALLY) SUPPLIED for what he did have the ability to do.

3. Limitations didn’t prevent their happiness.

1)
No one should be depressed by limitations (2 Cor 12:7-10).

2)
Will be given more – not all natural ability.

3)
The faithful have what they have because they did the little things first.

4. Limitations didn’t lessen their reward – SAME REWARD!

1)
Notice they were only rewarded for WORK DONE FOR THE MASTER!

2)
No particular servant was due more credit than the others (Luke 17:10).

3)
Nor was any servant superior than any other (1 Cor 4:1-7).
25:24-30: WARNING TO THOSE WHO HIDE THEIR ABILITY

24:
“And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed.

25:
And I was afraid, and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’” 


1.
Why is the “one-talent” man singled out?



1)
There is a great danger that such people can also deceive themselves.



2)
All recognize that the “five-talent” man should use his talents, but few recognize that the man of limited talent is under just as great obligation to use his talent as is the “five-talent” man.



3)
The “one-talent” man failed to concentrate on what many others fail to do. 
2. Not only could he show no profit on the principle given him, but he blames his master for his failure.

1)
He didn’t have faith in the master.

2)
Characterizing him as “a hard man,” he justifies his inactivity on the basis of fear. 

3)
He thought his master was unreasonable, likes to push people around.

4)
The other servants didn’t have this concept.

5)
They understood that their master didn’t impose upon them any more than what they could do.

6)
If he was right – all the more reason to use the one talent given to him.

7)
He blamed others for his failure.

3. He was “afraid” to work for his master.

1)
He had a false view of the character of God.

2)
Believing his master wouldn’t have tolerated the loss of the talent, he played it safe and thought it best to return the principle with no profit, rather than risk losing all or a part.

3)
He did not deliberately do evil, but by doing nothing he miserably failed in his responsibility.

4)
He was afraid to make mistakes thinking his master wouldn’t make any allowances for failure.

5)
Nothing is 100% perfect.  The worst mistake is being afraid to make one.

6)
It takes courage to risk making mistakes.

7)
Preparation makes it easier.

8)
Once moving (using abilities) correct mistakes as you go.

9)
He lacked confidence in himself.  Not sure of the abilities God gave him.

26:
“But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed.’”


1.
This man attempted to justify his laziness.



1)
How would you like to be called “lazy” by the Lord?



2)
He didn’t spend or gamble away his talent.



3)
He had not been a drunkard, thief, nor a dishonorable man.



4)
He simply failed to use what he had.

2. There is a show of humility in the excuses that are often given.

1)
“The Lord can’t use me in His work.”

2)
“The care of my own soul is sufficient to occupy my time.  I may lose my own soul while caring about the souls of others.”
· This is the false view of looking inward but never outward.
27:
“Then you ought to have put my money in the bank (exchangers, KJV), and on my arrival I would have received my money back with interest.  

28: 
Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 

29: For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.”


1.
“Exchangers” were bankers.
1) The master points out that the servant could have easily made some profit by putting his money in the bank to draw interest.
2) “Interest” (tokos): Literally offspring, the offspring of money.
2. Burying the talent was inexcusable – it still could have been lost or stolen (13:44).

1)
With little risk it could have drawn interest.

3. His master took the ability (talent) he had and gave it to another.

1)
Abilities increase (grow) or wither away to nothing.

2)
Use or lose (EX: foreign language; sport).

3)
Mammoth cave fish have no sight because they never see any light.

4)
You will go blind if in total darkness for three weeks.

4. What made one servant profitable and another unprofitable?
1)
It wasn’t because one was more gifted.

2)
Not that one was lucky, had a knack or natural ability for business.

3)
One SERVED when the master was GONE and the other didn’t.

4)
When put forth the best effort – BONUS – Get better at it!
30:
“Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

1.
The Lord is displeased (angry) with slothfulness and wasted opportunities.
1)
A faith that is UNWILLING to take risks is “worthless.”

2)
EX: Oil spills – what a waste.  Think of all the damage it does.

God – what a waste of My time and effort – waste to misuse (damage) or not to use.

3) God expects us to trust Him and be actively engaged in His work.

4) To fail to do so is to stare hell in the face (41, 46).
2. Seek opportunities – not excuses for failure.

1)
Double the effort – help the one behind you who is struggling.

2)
The Lord’s coming is delayed long enough for those disciples to make preparation (2 Cor 6:2).

III.
BE AWARE: THE INESCAPABLE JUDGMENT ON ALL (25:31-46)
1. This is one of those times where a discussion of one subject leads to a discussion of a related topic.
1)
What began with a prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem (ch 24) ends with a judgment upon the whole world.
2)
Both judgments reflect Christ’s rule and both vindicate Him as the rightful King and Judge (John 5:25-29; 12:48-50; Acts 10:42; 2 Tim 4:1; Jas 4:12).

31:
“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  

32:
All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;  
33: and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.”


1.
Four events will occur on the last day.



1)
Christ (“Son of man, 8:20) will appear “in His glory.”



2)
“All the nations will be gathered before Him.”



3)
All will be divided into two groups.



4)
Christ will explain the reason for the division and announce the appropriate reward for each group (34-46). 

2.
The Lord’s first coming was inglorious according to worldly standards, but His second coming will be in a splendor that fully reflects His might and majesty (16:27; 17:2).



1)
Accompanying Him will be the angelic host (2 Thes 1:7-8).



2)
After He is seated upon His throne, all who have ever lived will be gathered before Him (Rev 20:12-13).


3)
Every individual will be called to account for how he lived his life (Rom 14:12; 2 Cor 5:10).



4)
Then there will be a separation into two groups (there is no middle group).
· It was the custom of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court, to place the guilty person on the “left” hand of the judges (position of disgrace, 13:49; 20:21, 23), and the innocent on the “right” (position of honor, Ps 45:9).

3. The division will be like a shepherd separating his flock (Ezek 34:17) between the “sheep” (the righteous) and “goats” (the unrighteous, Acts 24:15).

1)
“In the countryside sheep and goats mingled during the day.  At night they were often separated; sheep (because they have thicker coats) tolerate the cool air, but goats have to be herded together for warmth” (Carson, p. 521).
25:34-40: COMMENDATION OF THE BLESSED (SHEEP)
34:
“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

35:
For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;  
36:
naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’” 

1.
“From the foundation of the world” indicates that the eternal kingdom is not an afterthought, but something God always planned (Eph 1:4; 3:10-11). 


1)
10:40: “He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”



2)
As God sent Jesus, Jesus sent the apostles.
2. The Lord doesn’t require extraordinary talent.

1)
He only requires the readiness to seize opportunities that come our way to treat others with mercy.

2)
Four times in this paragraph the Lord repeats this list of service to emphasize that the things that count at the judgment are things everyone can do, including the one-talent man (5:7; Jas 2:13).
37:
“Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  

38:
And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  

39:
When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’”  
40:
The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’”


1.
“To the extent (in as much)” (eph hoson, to the degree that) as they served and showed love to the most insignificant in Christ’s family (12:48-50), they served and showed love to Him. 


1)
Acts 9:4-5: “and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  5 And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting,’” 
25:41-45: CONDEMNATION OF THE ACCURSED (GOATS)
41:
“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;’”


1.
The righteous enter a kingdom prepared for them, but the unrighteous are assigned to a fate never meant for them.



1)
Hell wasn’t prepared for man, but “for the devil and his angels.”



2)
But no child of the devil will be allowed into heaven (John 8:44).

42:
“for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink;  
43:
I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.”


1.
A loveless life will bar one from heaven (1 John 3:16-18).

44:
“Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’”


1.
The goats are as surprised as the sheep by Christ’s pronouncement.



1)
37: Some sheep will think they are goats and some goats will think that they are sheep. 
45:
“Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’”


1.
Nothing is said about committing vicious crimes.



1)
By withholding love and mercy to lowly and insignificant people they mistreated Christ.

25:46: DESTINY OF THE ACCURSED AND OF THE BLESSED  
46:
“These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

1.
The words “Everlasting” and “eternal” are translated from the same word aionion.



1)
This Greek word comes as near to the ideal of eternal as the Greek can put it in one word.


2)
It means without beginning and without end.



3)
Note that the parallel between “eternal punishment” and “eternal life” makes it difficult to see in the former any kind of annihilation.


4)
Since the adjective modifies both nouns in the same context indicates that we are to understand it in the same way.

2.
The Lord wants us to know that how we live our daily life makes an eternal difference.


1)
How we treat the lowly, the needy and the unimportant now, during the Lord’s absence is crucial.
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW TWENTY FIVE
THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS (1-13)

1.
Unto what does Jesus liken the “kingdom of heaven”?

2.
Whom does the bridegroom represent?

3.
Who do the 10 virgins represent?

4.
Why were five considered wise?

5.
Why were five considered foolish?

6.
When the bridegroom came, what did the foolish virgins ask?

7.
What were the foolish virgins told to do?

8.
What does the oil represent?

9.
What is the significance of the “the door was shut”?

10.
How does Jesus conclude this parable?

THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS (14-30)

NOTE: The parable of the Ten Virgins suggests the importance of watchfulness and preparation for the coming of the Lord.  The parable of the Talents teaches the responsibility of working during the time of watchfulness.

1.
Who are the characters mentioned and who do they represent?

2.
How much was a “talent”?

3.
What do the talents represent?

4.
How did the man determine the amount he gave to each slave (douloi)?

5.
When did all but one slave begin to use what was given to them?

6.
How long was the master gone?

7.
Upon the master’s return, what method did the man use in dealing with the slaves?

8.
What is the significance of this method? (see Romans 14:10-12 and 2 Corinthians 
5:10)

9.
Why was the one-talent man singled out?

10.
What were the one-talent man’s excuses?


1)



2)


11. If the one-talent man really thought his master was a hard man what should he have 
done?

12.
What two charges did the master bring against the one-talent man? 


1)


2)

13. What did the master do with the one-talent?

14.
Does Jesus give another parable very much like this one?


If so, where?

15.
What is the primary lesson of this parable?

THE FINAL JUDGMENT (31-46)

1.
What is the meaning of “all nations”?

2.
What was the custom of that day as to the mingling and separation of sheep and 
goats?


3.
What is suggested by the “right hand” and the “left hand”?

4.
What descriptions are given of Jesus in this text?

5.
How are those on the “right hand” described?

6.
What had those on the right hand done?

7.
How are those on the “left hand” described?

8.
For whom was the “eternal fire” prepared?

9.
Where shall the wicked go?

10.
Where shall the righteous go?

11.
The Greek word for eternal is “aionios” and is used to both “punishment” and 
“life” (46).  )This Greek word is also used in verse 41 – “eternal fire”).  Therefore 
one state is coequal with the other and both are endless.  To deny the “eternal fire” 
of hell is to deny the eternal joys of heaven.  The pains of hell are repeatedly 
declared as ceaseless.  Fill in the corresponding phrase in the following verses.


1)
Matt. 18:8 – 


2)
Mark 3:29 – 


3)
Mark 9:48 (2 phrases) – 


4)
2 Thess. 1:9 – 


5)
Heb. 6:2 – 


6)
Jude 13 –


7)
Rev. 14:11 – 


8)
Rev. 20:10 – 

Matthew 26

CHRIST IS SLAIN FOR THE SIN OF THE WORLD (PART 1)
INTRODUCTION
A.
Christ’s moment of destiny has arrived and Matthew moves rapidly through 
the events that culminate with Jesus giving “His life a ransom for many” 
(20:28).


1.
Throughout the narrative there is no sense of Jesus being the unfortunate victim 

of forces too strong for Him.



1)
HE IS IN CHARGE (Luke 9:51).

26:1-27:66: CHRIST IS SLAIN FOR THE SIN OF THE WORLD

I.
CONFLICTING PLANS FOR CHRIST’S DEATH (26:1-5)

26:1-2:
THE LORD’S PLAN
1:
“When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples,”


1.
“All these words” likely refers to the teaching Christ did on Tuesday of the final 

week (21:20-25), especially the material covered in chapters 23-25.

2:
“You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to 
be handed over for crucifixion.”


1.
For the fourth time Jesus warns the disciples of His death (16:21; 17:22-23; 

20:18-19).



1)
But for the first time He gives them a time frame.


2.
Passover, which occurred on the 14th day of the first month in the Jewish year 

(Nisan, our March/April), was the first of three yearly feasts.



1)
It commemorated the Lord’s passing over of the firstborn in His judgment on 


Egypt (Ex 12:1-14).



2)
This feast (of Unleavened Bread) followed Passover and lasted 7 days (Ex 12:15-20; 23:15; 34:18; Deut 16:1-8).



3)
This meal was eaten between sundown (beginning of Jewish day) and midnight.


3.
The word “passover” is interesting in its Hebrew, Greek and English form. 

1)
The Hebrew pesach is from a root meaning “to leap over”, and, figuratively, 


“to save”, “show mercy”.



2)
The Greek pascha represents the Aramaic or later Hebrew form of the same word, but the affinity in sound letters to the Greek word pashein, “to suffer”, led to a connection in thought between the Passover and the Passion of Christ.



3)
Some of the early Christian writers state the connection as if it were the true etymology.



4)
Tyndale is credited with introducing into English the word “passover”, which keeps up the play on the words in the original Hebrew.


“handed over for crucifixion”


1.
By placing Jesus’ prediction of His death at the beginning of the narrative, Matthew makes it clear that Jesus is no helpless victim, taken by surprise (John 10:17-18).



1)
He knows what is going to happen.



2)
In fact, He acts as the agent who guides the events of the passion instead of 


just enduring them.

26:3-5:
THE JEWS’ PLAN
3:
“Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the 
court of the high priest, named Caiaphas;”


1.
Joseph Caiaphas was installed as high priest about 18 AD by Valerius Gratus (Pilate’s predecessor) and was deposed in 36 AD by Vitellius (Pilate’s successor). 


1)
In 1990, workers building a water park south of the Old City of Jerusalem 


uncovered a cave containing 12 ossuaries (limestone “bone boxes”).



2)
Six had been disturbed by grave robbers, but one still intact bore the inscription Yehosef bar Qayafa, “Joseph, son of Caiaphas.”



3)
In included the remains of a woman, a man of about 60 and 4 children.



4)
The outside of the ossuary was decorated in a rare and intricate pattern of 


concentric circles and rosettes, such a s would befit a priest.



5)
It is now generally believed that this receptacle did contain the remains of 


the high priest who was called Caiaphas.

4:
“and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth (KJV, subtility; NKJB, 
trickery) and kill Him.”


1.
The scene shifts from Christ’s prediction to the Jews’ plotting.



1)
Then (3) – possibly at the very time Jesus was predicting His death—the Jewish hierarchy was gathered in the palace (aule, a yard, court; by implication, a mansion (v 58).



2)
Then (tote) could be logical or chronological.  We don’t know for sure when these events took place.


2.
It is the priests who take the lead in planning Christ’s death.



1)
Plotted (sumbouleuo) is translated “plotted” in most versions.



2)
The Jews were determined to put an end to Jesus once and for all (12:14; 


John 11:49-51).



3)
But they recognized the need for caution.

5:
“But they were saying, ‘Not during the festival, otherwise a riot might occur 
among the people.’”


1.
Literally it reads “they kept saying”.



1)
They were firm in wanting Jesus dead, but equally firm that it be done in a 


way that would not endanger their position or lives.



2)
So they thought it best to avoid any action on the Passover.


2.
During the Passover the influx of pilgrims would swell Jerusalem’s population 

as much as 500 times.



1)
To maintain order, the Roman governor would make a show of force by 


spending the week in Jerusalem and supplying the garrison with additional 


troops.


3.
It is surprising that the scribes and the Pharisees, who have been the most prominent antagonists of Jesus are not mentioned now that the time for official action has come.



1)
The Pharisees appear again only in 27:62 and the scribes in 26:57; 27:41.
II.
CONTRASTING PREPARATIONS FOR CHRIST’S DEATH (26:6-16)


1.
The difference between Jesus and the Jews is not whether He should die, but 

WHEN it should happen.



1)
To show how God providentially implemented His own timetable, Matthew chronologically backtracks from 2 days before the Passover (2) to an incident that occurred the previous Saturday ( between chapters 20-21; John 12:1-13), in order to insert a missing link in the chain of events.

26:6-13: MARY’S DEVOTION
6:
“Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper,”


1.
The parallel account in John 12 provides more details.



1)
The occasion was a supper held in Christ’s honor by Simon the leper.



2)
Nothing more is known about him, except the fact that he was living in a house to which guests were invited might indicate he was former leper, perhaps one who had been healed by Christ.

7:
“a woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she 
poured it on His head as He reclined at the table.”


1.
While the guests were eating, Mary (the sister of Martha and Lazarus (John 12:2-3), brought in an alabaster box containing expensive perfume and poured it on 
Jesus’ head.



1)
For a host to anoint a guest was a common act of hospitality (Luke 7:46), but the costly oil used by Mary made this an extravagant gesture of love.



2)
Alabaster was a kind of soft marble and spikenard (pure nard, Mark 14:3) was considered a gift fit for a king.

 

3)
Mark 14:5 prices the perfume at almost a year’s wages.

8:
“But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, ‘Why this waste?

9:
For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to 
the poor.’”


1.
When the disciples, particularly Judas (John 12:4-6), see this they deplore what 

seems to them a waste.



1)
In their opinion, it would have been wiser to sell the nard and distribute the 


proceeds among the poor.



2)
To them it appears to be an admirable gesture in light of 25:35-36.



3)
Although almsgiving was encouraged at all times, there was a special emphasis on giving to the poor during Passover week.

10:
“But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, ‘Why do you bother the woman?  For she 
has done a good deed to Me.

11:
For you always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me.’”


1.
Jesus reacts by rebuking His disciples and defending Mary.



1)
“Why do you embarrass the woman?” is implied.



2)
Not surprisingly, she was humiliated by their comments.


2.
Christ characterizes her deed as “a good (kalon, beautiful; in this context, noble and admirable might be the proper sense) deed.”



1)
Jesus’ explanation of “always having the poor with you” is not to be understood as an excuse for ignoring the poor.



2)
But there are situations where other concerns take precedence over the poor.



3)
And Mary correctly recognized this situation as being one.

12:
“For when she poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare Me for 
burial.”


1.
She appears to be the first to believe that Christ should die.



1)
Her insight told her she would never again have the opportunity to honor 


Christ, so she seized the moment (25:15).


2.
It was customary for unguents and spices to be wrapped around a corpse when it 

was buried (John 19:39-40).



1)
Jesus is saying that Mary has done her part while He was still alive.

13:
“Truly I say to you, ‘wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what 
this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her.’”


1.
So significant was her action that Jesus promises it will be given special mention in the story of His life.



1)
Matthew and Mark include the incident.



2)
John assumes the story was familiar to his original readers, even though he 


had not previously mentioned it.


2.
KJV uses “Memorial” (mnemosunon, from Mnemosyne, the Greek goddess of 

memory). 



1)
It often signified a monument erected to commemorate some great one of the 


past.



2)
Mary’s memorial would be the retelling of her beautiful and perceptive service.

26:14-16:
JUDAS’ BETRAYAL 

14:
“Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests

15:
and said, ‘What are you willing to give me to betray (deliver) Him to you?’  And 
they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him.”


1.
“Then” connects this verse with the preceding (6-13).



1)
Christ’s commendation of Mary in some way became a catalyst for Judas. 
 

2)
Motivated by greed (Luke 22:2-6; John 12:6), he goes to the chief priests and offers to betray (paradidomi, “deliver” – to surrender, yield up; 16, 21, 23, 46) Jesus to them.


2.
The initiative was all his.



1)
They didn’t approach the apostles seeking a traitor, he approached them.



2)
Mark 14:11: The Jews were delighted by his proposal and agreed to pay him the amount foretold as the fee for the Messiah’s betrayal (Zech 11:12; 27:9).



3)
There is no evidence of nobility that motivated Judas’ actions.



4)
His own assessment will be “I have sinned” (27:4).

16:
“From then on he began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus.”


1.
“Looking (sought)” is in the imperfect tense and indicates a continuous search.



1)
“He kept looking”


2.
“Opportunity” (eukairos, a good or suitable time) means a convenient time.



1)
He was paid to select the right time and place for Christ’s arrest (5).

III.
THURSDAY—THE PASSOVER (26:17-29)


1.
With the wheels set in motion for the betrayal, Matthew moves ahead to Thursday, the day of Preparation for the Passover.



1)
The events of Wednesday are not recorded in any Gospel.

26:17-19: THE PASSOVER IS PREPARED
17:
“Now on the first day (Feast) of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus 
and asked, ‘Where do you want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?’”


1.
“The feast of Unleavened Bread” appears to have been a general term for the 

period beginning with the preparation for the Passover through the end of the 

Feast of Unleavened Bread (Luke 22:1).




1)
Passover was a one day feast and the Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted 7 


days (Num 28:17).



2)
But in popular thinking the two holidays appear to have coalesced.


2.
The chronology of the Gospel accounts of this Passover presents some difficulties.  



1)
The day on which the Passover was killed, which was also the first day of 


the Feast of Unleavened Bread (14th day of Nisan). 



2)
The reason being is that it was preparatory to that feast.


3.
However, properly speaking, the first day began with the Passover supper.



1)
Since the Passover was to be eaten on the evening of the fourteenth day of 


the first month (Ex 12:6-10) this scene must have occurred on the 13th day of 


the month, Thursday morning.

· See v 20.

· Alternative – Lamb sacrificed on the 14th – Meal occurred on the 15th.
18:
“And He said, ‘Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, “The Teacher 
says, ‘My time is near; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My 
disciples.’”’”

1.
Luke 22:8: Peter and John are sent to find a “certain man” (pros ton deina).


1)
A Greek phrase which functions like our “so-and-so”.



2)
This indicates that Jesus gave full details, but Matthew is not including them.



3)
Luke 22:10:  Adds that he will be “carrying a pitcher of water.”



4)
“Follow him into the house that he enters.”


2.
Mark 14:14-15: “and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, The 

Teacher says, ‘Where is My guest room in which I may eat the Passover with 

My disciples?’  And he himself will show you a large upper room furnished 

and ready; prepare for us there.’”



1)
Since it would have been extremely difficult to reserve a large room during 


the Passover at the last minute, Jesus may have made prior arrangements.



2)
A man carrying a water skin would be distinctive since women usually had 


this chore.

19:
“The disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover.”


1.
Preparing the Passover involved:



1)
Purging the room of leaven (Ex 12:15) – the owner may have already done 


this (Mark 14:15).



2)
Securing an acceptable lamb (Ex 12:5).



3)
Having it slaughtered by a priest and its blood poured on the altar.



4)
Roasting it whole.



5)
Baking unleavened bread.



6)
Preparing a dish of bitter herbs (Ex 12:8).



7)
Securing drink (27).

26:20-25: THE BETRAYER IS CONFRONTED
20:
“Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve 
disciples.”


1.
Since Jewish days began at sundown (Thursday evening) signaled the start of 

the 14th day of the month—the time when the Passover was to be eaten (17; 

Ex 12:6).


2.
The table was a square-cornered, U-shaped combination of 3 cushions, on which people would recline, lying on their sides with their bodies perpendicular to the 
cushions and stretched outward away from the center of the room.


1)
The food was placed in the middle of the “U” – in between the couches.

21:
“As they were eating, He said, ‘Truly I say to you that one of you will betray 
Me.’”


1.
At some point during the meal Jesus drops a bombshell.



1)
For the first time He reveals that the betrayal He had predicted (2; 17:22; 


20:18) would involve one of the apostles.


2.
Jesus had known from the beginning of His ministry which of the apostles would be the betrayer (John 6:54, 70-71).


1)
The other apostles did not suspect Judas at all!

22:
“Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, ‘Surely not I, Lord?’”


(‘Lord is it I?’”, KJV)


1.
“They were cut to the bottom of their hearts” (WMS) expresses the idea better.



1)
None of the apostles wonder which of the others would commit such treason.


2.
All but Judas knew they wouldn’t deliberately betray their Lord.



1)
Perhaps they thought they might inadvertently compromise His safety.



2)
Their self doubt shows how well the traitor had covered his tracks.



3)
Judas knew who it was but he also asked the same question to cover up.


3.
We too should realize, even as they did, that there lurks within each of us the 

danger of doing evil as well as the power to do right.



1)
The disciples opened themselves to self-examination – need for honesty.



2)
Not possible if we think we are immune to evil (1 Cor 10:12; 2 Pet 3:17).


4.
Do I honestly examine myself?



1)
Is it possible to think I am saved – but am lost?



2)
Could my actions be contrary to God’s will?



3)
Is it possible I am hindering the work of the church?



4)
Do I need to respond today, but seek to be excused?


5.
If honest with yourself, must ask, “Lord is it I?



1)
Judas pretended to be honest – nature of hypocrisy is to mimic sincerity.



2)
We must know our condition because God does.

23:
“And He answered, ‘He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one 
who will betray Me.”


1.
John 13:21-26: Indicates this statement was a private hint to John that revealed 

Judas as the traitor.



1)
John was seated to Jesus’ right (John 13:23).



2)
Judas, based on the fact that He and Jesus shared the same bowl, was apparently seated on Jesus’ left in a place of honor (20:21).

2.
The “dish” (KJV) was actually a “bowl” that had either bitter herbs or the charoseth, a sop of crushed fruit and vinegar the Jews sometimes added to the Paschal meal (symbolizing the clay the Hebrews used to make bricks in Egypt).



1)
Both mixtures were used as a sop into which diners would dip their bread 


(John 13:26).

24:
“The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed!  It would have been good for that man if he 
had not been born.”


1.
Christ makes it clear that He is not at the mercy of a traitor.



1)
He would die because it was the will of God as foretold in prophecy.


2.
However, this, in no way removed Judas’ guilt.



1)
True, his role is necessary in the fulfillment of the Scriptural plan, but the 


enormity of his crime is not lessened in any way.



2)
What has to happen will happen, but this does not make an excuse, nor is 


as considered a helpless victim for a superimposed fate.


3.
This event illustrates the paradox of freewill and Divine sovereignty.



1)
Jesus knew what Judas would do (Ps 41:9; Zech 11:12).



2)
But Judas was still held accountable for doing it.



3)
God’s omniscience does not cancel man’s responsibility.



4)
A man who, by a wicked act, brings about a purpose of God, bears the same 


guilt as though God had no purpose in it.


4.
For Judas, it would have been better if he had “never been born” than for him 

to be born and carry out his plan.



1)
Some kind of conscious punishment in the life to come is again implied here.



2)
Annihilationists cannot say that it would be better for him if he had not been 


born, since a person who is totally destroyed simply reverts back to the state 


of nonexistence as before conception.

25:
“And Judas, who was betraying Him, said, ‘Surely it is not I, Rabbi?’  Jesus said 
to him, ‘You have said it yourself.’”


1.
Judas must have felt he had to speak up.



1)
Silence at this point might have given him away to the others.


2.
Judas addresses Jesus as “Rabbi” rather than “Lord”.


1)
This subtle change may imply the emotional and spiritual distance that now 


exists between Christ and himself.


3.
Jesus answer is an idiomatic way of saying “Yes”.



1)
It is equivalent to our American idiom “You said it!”


4.
Since Jesus knew, Judas saw no reason to pretend any further.



1)
John 13:27: After being urged by Jesus to quickly act out his intentions, he 


leaves to inform his co-conspirators that his cover has been blown (14-16, 


47; John 13:30).


5.
We need to keep in mind that the four Gospel writers wrote their accounts several years after these events had occurred.



1)
They mentioned his treachery every time they mentioned his name.
26:26-29:
A MEMORIAL IS INSTITUTED


1.
The scene in this paragraph is often called “the Last Supper.”



1)
But this isn’t accurate for this was not the last supper Christ would eat with 


His disciples (Luke 24:29-31, 41-43; John 21:9-13).



2)
However, it was the last true Passover for in fulfilling the Passover by His 


death (5:17), Christ rendered the Jewish feast unnecessary (Heb 9:19-28).

26:
“While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body.’”


1.
While they were still eating Christ takes unleavenened bread (19; Ex 12:15).



1)
Blesses it (Luke 22:19: “given (gave) thanks”).



2)
Breaks it and gives it to the disciples to eat.



3)
That He did this when the Paschal meal was nearly over marks it as an unusual and significant event.


2.
“Broke it” – a loaf of unleavened bread in pieces.


1)
“Break bread” also means “to eat” (Acts 2:42, 46; 20:7).



2)
1 Cor 11:24: “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19) – Paul attaches a spiritual significance to this act, indicating that broken man Jesus would be in His death (John 19:31-36).


3.
In the Passover meal the unleavened bread symbolized the haste with which the 

Israelites left Egypt (Deut 16:3).



1)
But Christ—“our Passover” (1Cor.5:7) redefined as “My body which is 


given for you” (Luke 22:19).



2)
It was a dramatic object lesson—the “bread” memorializing the fact that 


God delivers men from death by the death of His Son (Ex 12:23, 27).



3)
To eat the bread reflects a believer’s fellowship with the blessings of Jesus’ 


death.

27:
“And He took a cup and gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, 
all of you;’”


1.
The cup metonymically represents its contents (29; 20:22).

28:
“for this is My blood of the covenant, which is to be shed on behalf of many for 
forgiveness of sins.”


1. The significance of the cup is defined in the language of sacrifice and covenants.



1)
Jesus’ death made the new covenant possible (Heb 9:16).



2)
His blood was shed for the remission of sins (Eph 1:7).


3)
As the Passover was a memorial commemorating Israel’s deliverance from Egypt through the blood of the lambs on the door post, so the Supper is a memorial of our Lord’s death which makes our deliverance from the bondage of sin possible.



4)
The new covenant would not be ratified by animal blood, but by Christ’s 


blood (Heb 10:4-18).

29:
“But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that 
day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”


1.
“Fruit of the vine” (gennematos tes ampelou) was a Jewish idiom for the juice 

of the grape (Isa 32:12; Hab 3:17).



1)
Since fermentation was considered a type of leaven, and all leaven was to be 


removed from the house during Passover, the implication is this juice was 


unfermented.


2.
The personal fellowship Jesus had enjoyed with His disciples was ending.



1)
From now on their association would be of a different sort.


3.
“Until” is a word of promise—one dimension of their relationship was ending, 

but a new one would begin “in My Father’s kingdom.” 



1)
Christ’s death would not prevent future fellowship, but would be the very 


thing that made it possible.


4.
“Drink” – Christ doesn’t literally drink with His disciples in the kingdom.



1)
But when Christians eat the Lord’s Supper (1Cor.11:20) they signify their 


participation in the benefits of His death.


5.
“New” (kainos)– Two ideas – Both may be present.



1)
New wine – Adjectivally – Fresh grape juice – Memorial of Christ’s blood.



2)
Adverbially – Christ drinks it with His disciples in a new way (spiritual communion).


6.
This memorial feast builds fellowship with one another, as well as with Christ.



1)
The blood of Christ is the master key to God’s storehouse of spiritual blessings!

IV.
OFFENDED BECAUSE OF ME (26:30-35)

30:
“And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”


1.
Matthew doesn’t tell us which hymn was sung.



1)
The Jews traditionally concluded the Passover by singing Ps 114-118.



2)
This collection was known as the Hallel (praise) psalms.

31:
“Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it 
is written, ‘I will strike down the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be 
scattered.’”


1.
“This night” is exact.



1)
Despite all the warnings, the 11 were oblivious to the fact that anything out 


of the ordinary was happening.



2)
But that very night they would fulfill the unheroic desertion prophesied in 


Zech 13:7.

32:
“But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”


1.
These words should have reassured them during the darkness of the next few 

days.



1)
Fulfilled in 28:7, 10, 16.

33:
“But Peter answered and said to Him, ‘Even though all may fall away because of 
You, I will never fall away.’”

1.
Peter’s impulsive character affirms his loyalty – Christ could count of him!

34:
“Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I say to you that this very night, before a cock crows, 
you shall deny Me three times.’”


1.
Peter’s protest was born out of love and loyalty, but Jesus knew his courage 

wouldn’t match his rhetoric.



1)
Jesus solemnly personalizes His warning and tells Peter that not only would 


he fail, but he would fail worse than the rest.




1)
In Roman parlance “the cock crow” referred to the third watch of the 



night (12 AM – 3 AM).




2)
However, Jesus is referring to a literal rooster crow (75-76).

35:
“Peter said to Him, ‘Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.’  All the 
disciples said the same thing too.”


1.
Peter doesn’t believe Christ.



1)
He mentions the worst possible scenario (“Even if I have to die”) and then 


denies that he would ever deny his Lord.


2.
The other disciples affirm the same.



1)
But neither they, nor Peter, knew the depths of which they were capable.

V.
THE SUFFERING OF CHRIST (26:36-[27:66])

26:36-46: THE AGONY: IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE


1.
The last supper of Jesus with His disciples was finished...

   

1)
26:21-25: He predicted the betrayal by Judas.
   

2)
26:26-30: He observed the Passover, instituting the Lord's Supper. 

   

3)
26:31-35: He then foretold Peter's denial of Him, as they made their way to

      


he Mount of Olives.

2.
This is the heart of that mystery of the love and wisdom of God, which made 

possible the salvation of man.



1)
Gen 50:20: “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 


good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people 


alive.”


3.
How do you react when faced with a trial/difficult/sorrow life:  


1)
Anxiety...Ignore it...Plan for it?  But do you pray to God about it?



2)
Matt 26:36-46: At Gethsemane we are given a glimpse into the heart of 


Christ.  There we see His dependency upon His God, His faith, His sacrifice, 


submission & steadfastness.



3)
There we learn to “follow his steps” (1 Pet 2:21) in prayer during life’s 


trials & sorrows (Phil. 4:6-7).
36:
“Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’”

1. 
Jesus and His disciples then came to a place called Gethsemane...

   

1)
John 18:1: A garden outside the city, across the Kidron brook and on the Mount of Olives

   

2)
Its name means "olive press", and was possibly a remote walled Garden (80 x 80, not square).
· Literally, it means “oil press”, a place of crushing.



3)
30: Jesus made a deliberate walk of about a mile to be alone with God in 


prayer during His sorrow.
   

4)
John 18:1-2: A place where Jesus often went with His disciples (privately 


owned-belonged to family?)



5)
Luke 22:41: He goes ahead “about a stone’s throw” to spend His last minutes of freedom in prayer.

37:
“And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and (deeply) distressed.”


1. 
He went to pray, accompanied only by Peter, James, and John (Mark 14:33). 

         
1)
Mark 14:33 records that He was “troubled and deeply distressed.” 

      

2)
Later, Luke 22:44 records that He was "in agony", and His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
      2. 
He was likely troubled for He knew that His hour had come (John 12:27).
         
1)
He knew what was imminent, for He had told His disciples 3 times (16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19).
         
2)
There was not only physical pain to endure, but also the burden of our sins bore our sins on the cross (Isa  53:6; Matt 27:46).
38:
“Then He said to them, ‘My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain 
here and keep watch with Me.’”
        1.
Heb 5:7: The writer of Hebrews refers to His "loud crying (vehement cries) and 

tears."

      

1)
Again, His grief and sorrow was partly due to the fact that He was taking 


upon Himself our own grief and sorrow!  (Isa 53:4-5).


2)
His anguish wasn’t due to the fact that He would die, but to the kind of death 


He would die – the death of a scapegoat bearing the sins of all (Gal 3:13).
      
2. 
He wanted His closest disciples to watch with Him. 

         
1)
Those who had been with Him from the beginning (4:18-22).
         
2)
Those who were privy to one of His greatest miracles (Mark 5:37-43).
         
3)
Those who saw Him transfigured on the mountain (17:1-2).

         
4)
Including the disciple "whom He loved" (John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20, 


24).

3.
“Watch” – Diligence, alertness.



1)
Prayer helps us remain spiritually alert during trials!


4.
The disciples are told to stay alert (24:42; 25:13) for they too faced a threat (31-

35).



1)
“Watch with Me” reflects Christ’s desire for their sympathy and support – to 


the extent to which they were capable.



2)
He who had been their comforter in every hour of trouble and danger, now 


calls on them for the help which their wakeful sympathy would give him in 


the hour of His agony.

39:
“And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, ‘My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You 
will.’”

1.
This is the only time Jesus is said to have prostrated Himself.



1)
Assuming the lowliest posture possible indicates the deep emotion behind 


His prayer.


2.
“If it be possible” is a first-class conditional sentence that assumes the reality of 

the premise.



1)
Jesus was not pressing for anything that was against the will of the Father.  



2)
The question at issue was not whether Jesus should do the Father’s will, but 


whether that necessarily included the way of the cross.



3)
Notice Jesus’ focus – God’s will be done!

40:
“And He came to the disciples and *found them sleeping, and said to Peter, ‘So, 
you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour?’”

1.
Those who professed their readiness to die with Him couldn’t even stay awake 

with Him.



1)
To put things in perspective – The evening began with the celebration of the Passover, warned of His betrayal, disciples fussed about greatness and Jesus taught them about humility and service by washing their feet (John 13:1-17), and instituted the Lord’s Supper.



2)
John 14-17: Somewhere between the upper room and crossing of the brook 


Kedron, He gave them a lengthy discourse designed to comfort them and 


prayed for them.



3)
When they finally got to the garden, the hour must have been very late – 


perhaps between 2 and 4 AM.

41:
“Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

1.
Despite their failure and His own pain, Jesus is concerned for their well-being 
and admonishes them to watchfulness and prayer – weapons they needed in the 
fight against temptation (6:13).



1)
Prayer helps us be strengthened in spirit & body to do the will of God in the 


face of trials.


2)
The particular temptation they faced was that of denying Jesus (31-35).


2.
But even while urging them to do better Christ acknowledges the weakness that 

sometimes overrides noble intentions.



1)
“Flesh” refers to their physical and emotional exhaustion (Luke 22:45).



2)
Human nature doesn’t always measure up to the ideals of the spirit.


3.
Prayer recognizes the limitations of the human frame and seeks Divine assistance beyond that of which man is capable.



1)
In the most central conflict of human existence Jesus exhibited the victory of 


the spirit over the flesh while the disciples displayed the victory of the flesh 


over the spirit.


4.
Did the disciples sin?  Were they willing to stay awake?



1)
Do you sin and forsake the assembly when your sick or exhausted?



2)
45: Jesus finds them sleeping and taking rest.



3)
When Jesus said arise – if they didn’t – now unwilling – sin.

42:
“He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.’”

1.
He prays as before, but this time there is the recognition that He will have to 
drink the cup.



1)
Heb 5:8: Perhaps this helps to explain what the Hebrew writer means.



2)
Jesus endured precisely the same kind of suffering which any mere man 

would experience in the same situation.



3)
Note that Jesus’ prayers in Gethsemane show that repetition in prayer is not 

necessarily vain.

43:
“Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.”

1.
The disciples couldn’t keep their eyes open.

44:
“And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more.”


1.
Jesus knew that what God wanted would be best in the long run, for the world and for Himself.

45:
“Then He came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.’”
        1. 
After each of the 3 episodes of praying, He found them sleeping (40-41,43,45).
         
1)
When He desired fellowship for comfort, there was none to be found

         
2)
The Psalmist foretold this would happen (Ps 69:20).
   

46:
“Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!”
1.
God didn’t take away the cup, but in submitting to the cup Christ found strength that comes from obedience.



1)
John 18:6: When His captors confront Him they will fall back in awe and 

dismay.



3)
An outward calm and composure remained with Him, sustained by the deep 

peace of a soul that was perfectly attuned to God.


2.
The “Garden of Gethsemane” was a place of both suffering and strength.



1)
Jesus entered the garden suffering – left it strengthened in His resolve.



2)
There will be times when we must enter our “Garden of Gethsemane.”

3.
Jesus’ obedience encourages and motivates us to obey.



1)
39: His readiness to SACRIFICE.



2)
42: His readiness to SERVE.



3)
44: His readiness to ENDURE.


4.
When PRAYER is joined with OBEDIENCE it helps us accept our “cup” and 
endure it with faith – trust in God (Phil 4:13).



1)
Prayer helps us WATCH against temptation.



2)
Helps us OBEY GOD IN FAITH.



3)
And to be STEADFAST SERVANTS of God.


4)
We must not grow tired of praying!

VI.
JESUS’ BETRAYAL AND ARREST (26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-12)
47:
“While He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the chief priests and elders of the people.”

1.
Forced to act on the very day they didn’t want to act (3-5), the Sanhedrin 
dispatched a group of Jews (Luke 22:52) and Romans (John 18:3, 12 “cohort-
Latin” (band-Greek) translates speira, a “Roman cohort”) to make the arrest.



1)
Usually in the NT it means a 1,000 men (240 horse and 760 foot).



2)
Since the Romans took extra precautions during Jewish feasts to keep order, 

it isn’t surprising that they would be numbered in this detachment.



3)
That the police and soldiers were armed with swords and clubs indicates 

they were ready to forcibly subdue any resistance they encountered.

48:
“Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign, saying, ‘Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him.’”

1.
A kiss on the hand was a common form of greeting between a teacher and pupil, 
a symbol of honor and respect.



1)
Judas transformed it into a symbol of treachery (2 Sam 20:8-10).


2)
Judas had instructed those with him to grab Christ as soon as he identified Him.

49:
“Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, ‘Hail, Rabbi!’ and kissed Him.”

1.
Approaching Christ, Judas salutes Him.



1)
Hail (chairo) is a form of greeting roughly equivalent to a hearty “Hello!”


2.
Kissed (kataphileo) suggests an elaborate show of affection.



1)
It is used in Luke 15:20 of the father’s embrace of the prodigal son.



2)
Acts 20:37: It is used of the affection of the Ephesian elders for Paul.


3.
Judas could have simply pointed – perhaps by kissing he sought to soften the blow of betrayal.



1)
Luke 22:48: Jesus noted the obvious contradiction.



But Jesus said to him, “Judas, you are betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

50: 
“And Jesus said to him, ‘Friend, do what you have come for.’ Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.”

1.
Christ’s use of the term “friend” is clearly ironic.



1)
Judas ought to have been a real friend to Jesus, and he had just kissed Him – 

a friendly act.


2.
Christ knew why Judas was there and He is probably telling him to get on with 
it (do what you came for, NIV).



1)
“Laid hands on” is a technical term that means “to arrest” (Acts 4:3).


3.
“Friend” is a term used only by Matthew and always ironically of those who 
somehow act in an unfriendly manner (20:13; 22:12).

51:
“And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear.”

1.
Peter was true to his word (33, 35).



1)
Despite being outnumbered and outgunned, he sprang to the Lord’s defense.



2)
Drawing his sword, he drew first blood (Luke 22:50; John 18:10).

52:
“Then Jesus *said to him, ‘Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword.’”

1.
Christ defuses the situation – and probably saves Peter from arrest or death.
1)
He rebukes Peter and miraculously undid the damage done (Luke 22:51).


2.
Jesus would not tolerate any armed resistance on His behalf.



1)
Violence breeds violence and is a strategy that ultimately destroys those who 

adopt it.



2)
In Christ’s kingdom, evil is not overcome through weapons of evil (5:38-42), 

but through the weapon of love (5:44; Rom 12:17).

53:
“Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”


1.
Violence was unnecessary.



1)
“Do you think” implies that Peter wasn’t thinking.



2)
Peter had been with Jesus long enough to know He couldn’t be overpowered 

if He didn’t want them to.


2.
A Roman legion consisted of 6,000 men. (12 legions = 72,000). 


1)
His arrest was due to His submission to God’s will (39-44), not a lack of 

firepower.

54:
“How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?”

1.
Violence revealed an ignorance that what was happening was according to a 
Divine purpose.



1)
Christ’s seizure had been prophesied in Scripture.



2)
And the apostles needed to see that events were proceeding according to 

plan.


2.
The power to resist and defeat all enemies was at His disposal.



1)
But this would be against the purposes and prophecies of God.



2)
The Father and the Son were united in all things (John 10:30).



3)
Jesus knew all that would happen to Him (John 18:4).

55:
“At that time Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me.’”

1.
After dealing with Peter, Jesus rebukes His enemies for their ridiculous show of 
force.


1)
He asks them what He had done that justified Him being treated as a criminal.


2.
Why not arrest Jesus earlier?



1)
5: Answer – The authorities feared the people.



2)
But if they were right in what they were doing, there was no reason for them 

to fear public reaction.




3)
Stooping to a nighttime arrest testifies to their wickedness.

56:
“But all this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets. Then all the disciples left Him and fled.”

1.
By the manner in which they acted the Jews thought they were executing 
justice.



1)
But in treating Christ as a criminal they were doing what the Scripture had 

foretold.


2.
The apostles were stunned by the unfolding events and stunned by Jesus’ rebuke 
of Peter do exactly as predicted (31) and run away.

VII.
THE ILLEGAL ARREST IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE (26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-12

1.
When we study the trial of Jesus, we must remember that not all the 
“law” that was violated by His prosecutors is to be found in the statutory law (Law of Moses).



1)
Many of their legal laws were in the traditions of the elders and in the common practice established by the courts.



2)
It is this great bulk of law, from all sources, that we find the Jews so ruthlessly ignoring and over-riding in their frenzied effort to destroy their prisoner.



3)
The goal of this lesson is to point out some of the most obvious and glaring 


illegal procedures and actions.


A.
Jewish law prohibited all proceedings at night.


1.
Jewish law prohibited an arrest at night unless one is caught in the act of 


committing a crime.




1)
On a religious charge, especially, their law provided that a man could not be deprived of his liberty, and could not be taken from his home and loved ones, at any hour between sunset and sunrise.




2) But Jesus was arrested, as best as we can determine, sometime after midnight. 




3)
And He was actually put on trial between 2 and 3 o’clock in the morning.


B.
Jewish law clearly forbade testimony of a traitor of the man being arrested.


1.
A co-worker could not appear against him either in the charge itself or in the 


court as a witness.




1)
Neither by word nor by deed or act was such a man permitted to accuse his former associate.  (Our law permits this).




2)
Yet the Jewish court itself, the Sanhedrin, made arrangements with Judas, who had been a disciple of Jesus for 3 ½ years, to identify Him with a kiss.


C.
Jewish law provided that no arrest can be made without proper court authorization (27:47-50, 55).


1.
They arrested Jesus without a proper warrant issued by any court at all.




1)
It was simply an understanding on the part of the Jewish mob that went out after Jesus that the Sanhedrin desired His arrest.




2)
They seized Him, deprived Him of His liberty, and rushed Him to trial 



without any kind of court authority at all.


D.
A fourth violation of Jewish law was the fact that no authorized officer 

appointed by the court was present to arrest Jesus.


1.
Christ was not arrested by a soldier or any officer sent out by the court.




1)
Rather, He was seized by a mob, a gang who came out with swords and clubs for the purpose of taking Him in charge and bringing Him to trial.




2)
So instead of an orderly and legal procedure according to their own law, the arrest of Jesus Christ was illegal, unlawful, and disorderly from every point of view.  We would describe it in our day as mob violence, pure and simple.

VIII. TRIAL BY THE JEWS (26:57-[27:10])


1.
Two parts:



1)
Annas – John 18:12-14, 19-23.



2)
Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin – 26:57-68; 27:1-2.


2.
When the Romans conquered a country they normally allowed much of the local government to continue.  It made things easier all around if people could continue to a large degree with the judicial institutions with which they were familiar.


1)
The Jewish authorities sentenced Jesus to death on a religious charge.



2)
But the Romans had the sole authority to impose the death sentence.



3)
They (Romans) would not execute someone because of a theological dispute (Acts 18:12-17).



4)
Therefore the Jews had to craft a charge serious enough to interest the Roman governor.

ILLEGAL EXAMINATION BEFORE ANNAS
(Ex-High Priest and leading Sadducee—lots of influence)
John 18:13-14, 19-23

A.
Annas was the legal High Priest of the Jews at the time when Jesus was tried.

1.
But the Romans appointed his son-in-law, Caiaphas, to be High Priest in his 

place.



1)
It seems clear that the Romans had pretty well deprived the Jews of any real 


authority or power.



2)
John 18:31: The Romans knew that the Jews would kill anyone they didn’t 


like, so that power was taken away.

B.
The very lowest court among the Jews was a 3 judge system.


1.
They did not, in those days, have a jury system such as we have today.



1)
Under Jewish law no man could be tried before less than 3 judges.



2)
Their law prohibited any man to sit as sole judge.



3)
They made no exceptions even for the smallest crime.


2.
Yet, looking at the record of Jesus’ trials, we see that He was actually examined 

privately.



1)
In fact, Jesus appeared in 5 different stages of His trial before a court of a 


single judge.  



2)
He appeared privately before Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, Herod, Pilate again.

C.
Jewish law also forbade anyone to conduct a preliminary examination.


1.
19: Annas “questioned Jesus about His disciples, and about His teaching.” 


1)
Perhaps he was hoping that Jesus might incriminate Himself since they obviously had no clear charge against Him.



2)
20-23: Jesus’ proper response cost Him a blow to the face from an indignant 


Levite officer, who, in turn, received a restrained rebuke from the Lord.

D.
The charges brought against Jesus were vague, generalized, uncertain, and 
indefinite.

1.
Jewish law required that a charge must be certain, specific, particular.



1)
Nothing uncertain or vague would be considered.



2)
24: Annas then sent Jesus still bound to Caiaphas the High Priest.

ILLEGAL TRIAL BEFORE CAIAPHAS

Matt 26:57, 59-68; Mark 14:53, 55-65; Luke 22:54, 63-65; John 18:24

A.
After the resurrection of Lazarus, Caiaphas coldly plotted the death of Jesus 
(John 11:47-53).


1.
With Judas’ help he succeeded in capturing the Savior, his every move was 

designed to have Jesus killed as quickly as possible without any thought given 

to FAIRNESS AND LEGALITY!



1)
26:57, 59: He influenced the chief priests, scribes, elders— 




”the whole Council”(all the Council)=Sanhedrin.

57:
“Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered together.”

1.
The scribes and the elders refers to the Sanhedrin (59).

58:
“But Peter was following Him at a distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the officers to see the outcome.”

1.
Matthew sets the stage for Peter’s denial (69-75) by noting that Peter followed a 
Jesus at a distance.


2.
In first-century Palestine the houses of wealthy Jews were often patterned after 
the square-shaped Roman villa.



1)
They had a central, open courtyard surrounded by rooms.


2)
Archaeological evidence and historical research indicate that Caiaphas’ palace was located on the eastern slope of Mt. Zion, about 260 yards east of David’s tomb.


3.
John 18:15-16: John had preceded Peter to the palace and was able to enter the 
courtyard because of his acquaintance with the high priest.



1)
Through John’s intervention Peter was able to enter also.


2)
Once inside, he sat with the servants (huperetes, lit. under-rowers, attendants) to see how the drama would unfold.

59:
“Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death.”

1.
It is quite clear that they were not assembled to see that justice was done based 
on the facts (truth).



1)
They met to secure a pretext for condemning Christ to death.



2)
Sentence first – verdict later!



3)
Remember they needed Roman approval.


2.
It is doubtful they openly advertised for perjurers (though see Acts 6:11), but they were willing to hear any testimony (probably from coached witnesses) that could incriminate their prisoner.

60:
“They did not find any, even though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward,

61:
and said, ‘This man stated, “I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days.”’”

1.
The witnesses could not agree and then at last they found 2 who did agree.



1)
Charged Jesus with threatening the destruction of Jerusalem.



2)
This amounted to treason against the Jewish government.


2.
Mark 14:59: “And not even in this respect was their testimony consistent.”



1)
The testimony presented was so useless that not even corrupt judges could 


allow it.


2)
It became obvious to all that no case could be made against Him on this 


ground.


3.
To threaten to destroy the Temple would have especially enraged the Jews.



1)
But according to Jesus it was they—not He—who would destroy the temple 


(His body).



2)
In their rush to judgment no one asked Jesus what He meant by “rebuild it in 


three days.”


4.
When the OT prophets predicted the downfall of the temple and the nation at the 

hands of their enemies, the Jews were so infuriated that they wanted to kill the 

prophets.



1)
They were considered traitors.



2)
Jeremiah was cast into the dungeon to die for predicting the fall of Jerusalem 


at the hands of the Chaldeans.



3)
The Jews of Christ’s time doubtless resented His predictions in the same 


way.


5.
Josephus reports that prior to the war against Rome, the leading citizens of Jerusalem arrested one Jesus ben Ananias for persistently pronouncing woes against the city and the sanctuary.



1)
In hopes of silencing him once and for all, they brought him before the Roman governor who had him flayed to the bone (Josephus, Jewish War 6.5.3).



2)
The temple represented the Jews national identity, self-understanding and 


pride.

62:
“The high priest stood up and said to Him, ‘Do You not answer? What is it that these men are testifying against You?’”

1.
Caiaphas, realizing he didn’t have much on which to build a case, tries to get 
Jesus to respond directly, perhaps hoping he would incriminate Himself.
     

63:
“But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, ‘I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’”

1.
Jesus refuses to answer because the testimony against Him is so flimsy that 
nothing needed to be said.



1)
But He also knew His fate was sealed regardless of anything He said (Luke 

22:67-68; Heb.12:3).

2)
He remained silent and refused to lower Himself to the level of the accusers (Isa 53:7: Ps 38:12-14).

2.
Caiaphas isn’t getting anywhere, so this time he places Jesus under oath.



1)
He directly asks Him whether He is the Messiah.


2)
“By the living God” makes this the most solemn oath the high priest could have imposed (16:16).

64:
“Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’”

1.
It was a critical moment.


1)
If Jesus answered “No,” the case against Him collapsed and He could possibly have gained His release.



2)
But He can neither deny nor evade the question and He breaks His silence to 

affirm that He is the Christ.



3)
Jesus’ answer: “You have said it yourself (It is as you said)”—same as “I 


am” (Mark 14:62).



2.
“Coming on the clouds” may be a reference to the judgment on the Jews 
predicted in 16:28; 24:2ff.



1)
In the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD, the hereditary priestly families, and the 

traditional Jewish upper class as a whole, perished in the ruin of the city.

65:
“Then the high priest tore his robes and said, ‘He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy;’”

1.
In a theatrical outburst he tears his clothes, which violates the Law (Lev 21:10).



1)
He acts as if he is overwhelmed with grief, though he could have shouted for 

joy.


2.
The High Priest couldn’t show anger or sorrow.



1)
He was to remain dignified—He is the mouth of God.



2)
Caiaphas was actually guilty of blasphemy.



3)
This act was enough to throw the case out of court.

3.
Caiaphas hypocritically tore his robes (rent his clothes) in shock.



1)
He rejected the truth and any evidence to support Jesus’ claim and charged 


Him with blasphemy.


4.
His accusers, right in the middle of the trial, changed their charge against Him 

to BLASPHEMY.



1)
Furthermore, this switch in charges was done by the very man who was sitting in judgment upon Him—Caiaphas, the High Priest himself acting as both accuser, and judge, as well as witness, in this case on trial.



2)
It is well to remember that in no civilized nation on earth, and under no 



known law, can a man file a complaint against the prisoner at the bar and at 


the same time sit in judgment at the trial of the case.

66:
“‘What do you think?’ They answered, ‘He deserves death!’”

1.
They declared that further testimony was unnecessary.



1)
The punishment for blasphemy was stoning (Lev 24:16).

LAWS BROKEN 

A.
It was illegal to convict anyone on his own testimony (self-incriminate).

1.
Caiaphas placed Jesus under oath.



1)
There wasn’t any law that forced Jesus to testify at His own trial.


2.
The reason for that provision is that a man on trial will have conflicting demands upon him.



1)
He is being required to tell the truth on the one hand.



2)
But on the other hand, the truth might be damaging to him.



3)
Therefore, he has conflicting emotions and conflicting obligations.



4)
So the law excuses a man and does not require him to testify in his own trial.


3.
But Jesus was not excused.



1) All the testimony they could find was not sufficient to establish their charges.



2)
So as a final desperate measure, Caiaphas tries to force Jesus to testify against Himself. 



3)
The very fact that they have to resort to asking Jesus to testify is evidence 


that they have no case against Him, and that He indeed is the Christ.

  

B.
Christ was not permitted a defense.  He wasn’t allowed to prove His case 
(claim).

1.
Under Jewish law, an exhaustive search into the facts presented by the witnesses 

should have occurred.




1)
The requirement of two witnesses in agreement to merit the death penalty 


was not met.



2)
If they had really wanted to know why He claimed that He was the Messiah, 


He could have given them passages from their own prophets, and could have 


shown them that he had fulfilled these prophecies in fact and in reality.



3)
If they had asked Him for proof of His Divinity by miraculous powers, He 


could have given them a conclusive demonstration.



4)
He could have called upon many witnesses to testify in His behalf.




(Although Peter had forsaken Him, John was present and would have gladly 


testified.

C.
Mark 14:64: It was illegal to have a unanimous verdict.

1.
One of the strangest and most peculiar provisions of any criminal law known in history was the provision of Jewish law that in case of a unanimous verdict of guilty—the prisoner must go free!



1)
The court always appointed one member (71) to defend the criminal.



2)
The one appointed always voted for acquittal so the criminal won’t stand in 


court without a friend.



3)
Regardless of how strong a case might be presented, there would be at least 


one who would differ from the rest.



4)
If all agreed to the verdict—then the prisoner had not been given a fair trial, 


and must be released.

D.
The balloting to determine guilt was illegal.

1.
Voting must start with the youngest to the oldest and the High Priest votes last.



1)
This method kept the older members from influencing the vote of the younger members.



2)
Caiaphas, the High Priest voted first in this mock trial at his house.

E.
The High Priest was forbidden to rend his clothes (Lev 21:10).


1.
See notes on verse 65.

67:
“Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him,

68:
and said, ‘Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the one who hit You?’”

1.
Mark 14:65 and Luke 22:63 record that some of the guards holding Christ struck Him.



1)
But Matthew’s “they” indicates some of the Sanhedrin joined in as well 

(Acts 7:54, 57).


2.
To spit in another’s face is the ultimate indignity.



1)
“Beat (buffeted)” (kolaphizo) means “to strike with clenched fist.”



2)
“Slapped (Smote)” (hrapizo) originally meant “a rod,” then came to mean 

“to strike with cudgels,” and finally, “to strike with the flat of the hand.”


3.
Their hatred for Jesus was so intense that they were blind to all their time honored written laws and practices in their courts.



1)
It was illegal to hand down the death penalty anywhere except in its regular 


meeting place.



2)
Therefore they attempted to make His conviction legal!



3)
This behavior, which seems so at odds with priestly dignity, was predictable.

IX.
PETER’S DENIAL (26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-18, 25-27)

69:
“Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You too were with Jesus the Galilean.’”

1.
Matthew picks up a thread from v 58.


1)
Peter’s situation in the courtyard was a striking contradiction.



2)
Too concerned to stay away, but too cowardly to confess His Lord.

· Takes courage just to be in the area.

70:
“But he denied it before them all, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’”

1.
The girl’s statement draws everyone’s attention and Peter is not about to 
publicly admit knowing Jesus while in the lion’s den.

71:
“When he had gone out to the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and *said to those who were there, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.’”

1.
The light of the fire (Luke 22:56) becomes a spotlight Peter finds uncomfortable.



1)
So he moves to a darker area near the entrance.



2)
“Pulon” – porch, gateway; the covered archway that opened onto the street.



3)
However this location offers no refuge.

72:
“And again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’”

1.
This time Peter emphatically denies any involvement with Christ.


1)
To deny “with an oath” means he either called God as a witness to the truth of what he said, or he called on God to punish him if he was lying (74; Acts 23:12).

73:
“A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away.’”

1.
Luke 22:59: About an hour later several bystanders approach Peter, convinced he 
was one of Christ’s companions due to his Galilean dialect (Mark 14:70).



1)
Peter’s accent reveals where he is from.

74a: “Then he began to curse and swear, ‘I do not know the man!’”

1.
For the third time he repudiates Jesus in the strongest way possible.



1)
“Curse” (katanathematizo) only here in the NT means “to call down curses 

on himself.”  



2)
“Swear” (omnuo) means to affirm under oath (72).



3)
He who once confessed that Jesus was the Christ (16:16) now only calls Him 

“the man.”


2.
Some argue, based on the Greek construction, that Peter was cursing Jesus, not 
himself.



1)
Peter cursed Jesus in such a way of firmly disassociating himself.



2)
This view makes Peter’s sin even worse (other view softens the statement).


3.
Denying Christ to save our own skin is a test all eventually face and we need to 
be slow to criticize Peter for his failure.

74b:
 “And immediately a rooster crowed.
75:
And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, ‘Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.”

1.
A rooster’s crow jogs Peter’s memory and he realizes he has done the very thing 
he said he would never do.


1)
Luke 22:60-61: Luke notes that at this very moment Jesus “looked at Peter.”



2)
Possibly through a window or as He was being led from Caiaphas to the 

meeting place of the Sanhedrin.


2.
His actions broke his heart – (eklause pikros) – loud and violent wailing.



1)
This is Matthew’s last mention of Peter, but his story doesn’t end with his 

denial of Christ.


3.
The Lord’s words in Mark 16:7, the scene in John 21:15-19 and his subsequent history in Acts speak eloquently of God’s grace and power in forgiving and rehabilitating human wrecks.



1)
Note Peter’s emphasis on forgetting and remembering in his second epistle 

(1:9, 13, 15; 3:1, 17).
     
     

     

     

     


   

     

     

     

     

    
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW TWENTY SIX 
CONFLICTING PLANS FOR CHRIST’S DEATH (1-5)

(Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-2)

1.
What do you think “all these words” (v 1) refer to?

2.
This is the fourth time in Matthew that Jesus warns the disciples of His death.


Give the three scriptures prior to this fourth prediction.

3.
What does Jesus predict about His death for the first time?

4.
Why did many Jews go to Jerusalem at this time?

5.
Why did the “Jews” observe the Passover?

6.
Why did the enemies of Jesus not take Him on the feast day?

7.
According to Matthew, who were these enemies?

8.
______________ was the High Priest.

CONTRASTING PREPARATIONS FOR CHRIST’S DEATH (6-16)

(Mark 14:3-11; Luke 22:3-6; John 12:2-8)

1.
Where was Bethany?

2.
What two great events occurred at Bethany?

3.
Matthew and Mark say that Mary anointed Jesus’ head.  Does John contradict this 
in his account?  (Explain)

4.
Which disciple questioned Jesus about what Mary did (Jn 12:4-6)?

5.
Did this disciple really have concern for the poor?

6.
Is Jesus’ explanation of “always having the poor with you” to be understood as an 
excuse for ignoring the poor?

Explain your answer.

7.
Why did Jesus say Mary had done a good deed when she poured out the very costly 
perfume on His head?

8.
How is Mary (the sister of Martha and Lazarus, Jn 12:2-3) honored today?

9.
Whose idea was it to betray Jesus?            Where did the idea originate?

THURSDAY—THE PASSOVER (26:17-29)

(Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-23; John 13:21-30)

1.
The Feast of Unleavened Bread was called the _____________________. 



(see also Mk 14:1; Lk 22:1)

2.
Matthew and Mark tell us that Jesus sent disciples to make ready for the feast, but 
Luke says these disciples were _______________ and ________________.


3.
While Matthew says these disciples would meet a _____________ ______ in the 
city, Mark and Luke picture this man as carrying a __________________ of 
__________________.

4.
What might be unusual about a man carrying a pitcher of water?

5.
What were the disciples to ask the man in the city?

6.
The place where they met to eat is described as a ___________ __________ room.

7.
How many of the disciples were present for the evening meeting?

8.
Why was Jesus “deeply grieved” (“troubled in spirit”)?

9.
What is suggested by, “one of you will betray Me.”?

10.
What question did the disciples ask Jesus when He said that one would betray 
Him?

11.
In Matthew 26:22-23, what prophecy is about to be fulfilled?


12.
What did Jesus say that showed the terrible state of the traitor?

13.
Did Judas ever ask if it was he?

14.
What did the other disciples think Jesus meant when He said in John 12:27, “What 
you do, do quickly”?

15.
After being identified, did Judas seem to soften in his attitude toward the Lord 
(Jn 12:30)?

16.
What outstanding thing did Jesus do when the Passover meal was nearly over?

17.
What does Jesus mean by, “This is My body”?

18.
Was the body of Christ literally “broken” (at this time or on the cross)?

19.
Concerning the cup, Jesus said, “For this is My ________ of the covenant which is 
to be shed on behalf of many for the __________________ of sins.”

20.
How do we know that the “fruit of the vine” was not an intoxicating wine?

21.
Did any cup (Passover cup-a cup: the cup) ever represent the Old Covenant?

22.
What is the major difference between the Old and the New Covenant?

23.
The following things are said about drinking the cup: 


Matthew says, “_____________ from it, all of you.”


Mark says, “they all _______ from it.”


Luke says, “Take this, and _______________ (KJV or NIV) it among yourselves.”


1 Corinthians 11:26 says, “This do as often as you ______________ it.”

24.
(Multiple choice)  From the above statements and facts, it is clear that Jesus 
emphasized…


a.
the cup itself.


b.
the type of cup to be used.


c.
the contents of the cup.

25.
Does the contents or the literal cup represent the new covenant?

26.
Where was Jesus to “drink it new with you”?

27.
Does Christ literally partake of the Lord’s supper with Christians?  Explain.

28.
Is the term “The Lord’s supper” scriptural?  (Back up your answer with scripture)

OFFENDED BECAUSE OF ME (CHRIST) (26:30-35)

(Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:31-34)

1.
According to Matthew and Mark, Jesus and His disciples __________ a 
__________ before going to the Mount of ______________.

2.
What prophecy is referred to in verse 31?

3.
Where did Jesus promise to meet with His disciples after the resurrection?

4.
What promise did Peter make?

5.
Did the other disciples share Peter’s feelings about this?

6.
What did Jesus predict about Peter?

IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE 
(Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46; John 18:1)
1.
What does “Gethsemane” mean?

2.
What kind of garden was this?

3.
Where was Gethsemane located?

4.
What did Jesus intend to do there?

5.
Who did He take with Him (give names, cf. Mk 14:33)?

6.
What does “as was His custom” (Lk 22:39) suggest?

7.
What did Jesus ask the disciples to do (36)?

8.
What did He want the others to do?

9.
How did Jesus feel in His soul?

10.
When Jesus prayed, what did He ask for?

11.
The words “cup” (39) and “hour” (45) are used interchangeably.  To what do they 
refer?

12.
Was there any condition on His request?

13.
What did the disciples do when Jesus was praying?

14.
Which of the disciples did Jesus call by name when He awakened them?

15.
Explain “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (41, cf. 43, 45)?

16.
How many times did Jesus go off to pray?

17.
What did Jesus finally say when He found the disciples sleeping the third time?

18.
How was Jesus strengthened (Lk 22:43)?

19.
What does this incident show about the nature of Jesus?

JESUS’ BETRAYAL AND ARREST 
(Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-12)

1.
Comparing all four accounts, tell who sent the multitude to take Jesus?

2.
As Jesus finishes His prayer in the garden, who approaches?

3.
Who was leading the mob?

4.
Why do you think Judas would know where Jesus was?

5.
Why do you think there were so many who came to take Jesus?

6.
How many swords did the disciples have (Lk 22:35-38)?

7.
What was the purpose of the swords?

8.
Who carried one of the swords?

9.
What did he do with it?

10.
What miracle did Jesus perform at this time?

11.
How many angels could Jesus call to save Him?

12.
Why didn’t He call them?

13.
Why do you think Jesus was not taken while He taught daily in the temple?
14.
What did the disciples do when Jesus was arrested?

TRIAL BEFORE CAIAPHAS (57-68) 

(Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54, 63-65; John 18:24)

1.
Who did Jesus appear before prior to appearing before Caiaphas? 


(Jn 18:13-14, 19-23)

2.
What was Jesus questioned about in the first trial?  (Jn 18:19)

3.
What does Jesus affirm about His teachings?  (Jn 18:20)

4.
What question did Jesus ask the high priest?  (Jn 18:21)?

5.
Who should the high priest question about what Jesus taught?  

6.
What did Jesus’ answer cost Him?  (Jn 18:22)

7.
What had Caiaphas earlier prophesied?  (Jn 18:14)

8.
Where was the trial before Caiaphas held, and who followed Jesus at a distance?

9.
What legislative body was also present?

10.
What did they keep trying to obtain?

11.
What problem did they encounter when they sought these witnesses?

12.
What testimony was finally brought against Jesus?

13.
Was their accusation factual?  Explain

14.
When given the opportunity to reply to their charge, what did Jesus do?

15.
What was the question the high priest (Caiaphas) asked?

16.
What was Jesus’ answer to Caiaphas’ question?

17.
What was the reaction of the high priest to Jesus’ answer?

18.
What was the Council’s (Sanhedrin) response?

19.
What did they do to Jesus?

PETER’S DENIAL (26:69-75)

(Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-18, 25-27)

1.
Who first accused Peter of being a disciple of Jesus?

2.
How did Peter gain entrance into the court? (Jn 18:15-16)

3.
Where was Peter when he made his second denial?

4.
What proof was offered that Peter was from Galilee?

5.
What emphasis did Peter make in his second denial?


What did Peter call Jesus?

6.
What emphasis did Peter make in his third denial?

7.
What reminded Peter of Jesus’ warning regarding Peter’s denials?

8.
When the cock crowed what did Jesus do?  (Lk 22:60-61)

9.
What was Peter’s reaction when he realized what he had done?

10.
What lessons do we learn from Peter’s denials?
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CHRIST IS SLAIN FOR THE SIN OF THE WORLD (PART 2)

INTRODUCTION

A.
In the night and early morning prior to His crucifixion, the Son of God 
suffered many wrongful actions.


1.
Illegal arrest in the garden.


2.
Illegal trials – shuffled back and forth before different authorities.



1)
Annas – had been the high priest, but was disposed in 15 AD by the Roman 


authorities.  

· He continued to exercise considerable influence, as he was still viewed by the Jews as a high priest.



2)
Caiaphas (at his house)– Annas’ son-in-law, was appointed by the Romans 


to be the high priest. 

· He plotted and prophesied the death of Jesus since the raising of Lazarus (John 11:47-53).
· Matt 26:3-5: It was Caiaphas who with others plotted the arrest and death of Jesus.

· He also was involved in the later questioning of Peter and John (Acts 4:6).
I.
ILLEGAL FORMAL TRIAL BY THE SANHEDRIN EARLY IN THE 
MORNING (27:1-2; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66-71)

1:     “Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus to put Him to death;”

1.
Luke 22:66: It appears they left Caiaphas’s house to meet in the Sanhedrin’s 

official meeting place.



1)
The purpose of this meeting may have to give their evil deeds the appearance 


of 
legality.


2.
The Jewish authorities have reached the limit of their jurisdiction.



1)
Knowing the charge of blasphemy (26:65-66) would carry no weight with the Romans (who alone had the right to impose the death penalty), they had to fabricate a charge that would induce Rome to put Jesus to death (Luke 23:1-5).
LAWS BROKEN

     

A.
The Sanhedrin, did not, and, by Jewish law, could not originate or instigate 
charges.


1.
This Council existed only for the purpose of investigating charges made by 

others—not for the purpose of making charges itself.



1)
They were supposed to be an impartial court to hear evidence.



2)
Yet, the very charges on which Jesus was tried, both in His Jewish trial and in His Roman trial, were charges that originated with the judges of the Jewish court.


B.
A capital offense even after the arrest of the party, could only be tried by the 
light of the sun.


1.
Jewish law specifically provided that if a trial involving a capital offense were 

in progress when the evening hour came, the court should be recessed until the 

next morning.



1)
This was done that the witness might have due time to think about their testimony, and the judges might have due time for consideration.

C.
The time and date of the trial was illegal.


1.
 The court convened before offering of the morning sacrifices.  


1)
They could only meet between 9AM and 3PM.  It was illegal to meet at 


night.


2.
The trial was conducted on a day preceding a Jewish Sabbath.



1)
The court couldn’t meet the day before the Sabbath.


3.
Also, the trial was on the first day of the feast of unleavened bread and on the 

eve of the Passover.



1)
This was prohibited and forbidden by Jewish law.

D.
The conviction was illegal because the entire trial was conducted within a 
single day.


1.
If one is tried and acquitted (innocent)—released on the same day.



1)
If found guilty—can’t be sentenced on the same day.



2)
A trial couldn’t end on the same day it began.



3)
Roman law was even more considerate of a prisoner—there must be at least 


10 days between the beginning of a trial involving the death penalty and the 


execution of any man found guilty. 

· Jesus was TRIED—CONVICTED—SENTENCED—EXECUTED—all in the same day!

2:     “and they bound Him, and led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor.”

1.
An inscription found in 1961 by Italian archaeologists in the theater at Cesarea identified Pilate as a “perfect.”



1)
Perfects were army officers “placed in charge” (praefecit) of difficult or 


isolated districts.



2)
Such a governor was often a military man ) as was Pilate) whose primary 


responsibility was that of maintaining order.



3)
He supervised rather than managed the government as an executive.


2.
He was appointed fifth praefectus of Judea by Tiberius in 26 AD and served in 

that position for 10 years.



1)
Since this was an unusually long tenure for a governor, he must have had 


some political competency.



2)
He would carelessly offend their scruples and sometimes treat them mercilessly (Luke 13:1).



3)
According to Jewish writers Philo and Josephus, Pilate had a deep contempt 


for the Jews.
· Philo references a letter of Agrippa I that describes Pilate as inflexible, stubborn, and cruel, and depicts his term of service as marked by “venality, violence, thefts, assaults of the people, abusive behavior, frequent executions of untried prisoners, endless and savage ferocity” (ad Gaium 38).
· Josephus describes Pilate’s career more full than that of any other governor (e.g., Wars, II.9.2-4).



4)
In 36 AD he was ordered to Rome to answer charges of cruelty against some 


Samaritans.

· We know nothing of the outcome of the trial, but Eusebius (EH 2.7) preserves a report of otherwise unknown Greek annalists that Pilate was forced to commit suicide during the reign of Gaius (37-41 AD).


3.
“They led Him away” summarizes the ill-treatment of Jesus – all of this shuffling back and forth before different authorities.



1)
This phrase (or its variation) is found 8 times (26:57; 27:2, 31; Mark 15:1, 16; Luke 23:26; John 18:13; 19:16).



2)
Being led around like this was in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.




“Like a lamb that is led to slaughter…” (Isa 53:7).

II.
JUDAS’ DEATH (27:3-10)


A.
Matthew’s Gospel is the only one that records Judas’ suicide (Acts 1:18-19).



1.
It is apparently inserted here to contrast both Jesus and Judas (courage vs. 


(cowardice), as well as Peter and Judas (repentance vs. despair).

3:
“Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,”

1.
Judas wants out of the deal.



1)
“felt remorse” (metamellomai) – Literally “to care afterward” which means 


to be filled with remorse or regret (Heb. 7:21).

4: 
“saying, ‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.’ But they said, ‘What is 
that to us? See to that yourself!’”

1.
The Jews could care less whether or not Jesus was innocent.



1)
They had condemned Christ before they even tried Him (26:4).



2)
Having obtained from Judas what they wanted, they had no further use for 


him.



3)
His conscience was not their problem.

5: 
“And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he 
went away and hanged himself.”

1.
Overwhelmed by guilt, he tried to escape his pain through suicide.



1)
He lost all hope (concerned about appearance only).


2.
How different might Judas’ life have ended –had he just waited 3 days.

6:
“The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, ‘It is not lawful to put them 
into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.’”

1.
Here is a classic example of straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel (23:24).



1)
In the midst of carrying out the greatest crime ever committed, the chief priests are concerned about the propriety of putting the money paid a betrayer into the temple treasure (korbanas, only here in the NT; cf., “corban”, Matt7:11).

7:
“And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter’s Field as a 
burial place for strangers.”

1.
They decided to buy a plot of ground in which to bury strangers (xenos).


1)
Probably non-local Jews who died while in Jerusalem.



2)
At the time of the Passover, when hundreds of thousands were crowded in a 


confined space, the question of burying strangers was doubtless urgent.


2.
“Potter’s Field” probably indicates that it was a place where pottery clay was 

obtained.



1)
Matthew’s use of the definite article implies the site was known in his day, 


 its location is now unknown.

8:
“For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.”

1.
Since the land was purchased with blood money from a man who committed 

suicide it became known as Aceldama, “the field of blood” (Acts 1:18-19).



1)
This name is derived from the violent events that enabled its purchase as a 


cemetery.



2)
The name stuck and was still in common use when Matthew wrote.
     

9:
“Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: ‘And 
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one whose price had been set 
by the sons of Israel;
10:
and they gave them for the Potter’s Field, as the Lord directed me.’”

1.
The use of  blood money to buy the potter’s field was not simply a coincidental 

agreement with prophecy, but was exactly what God had foretold (Acts 2:23).



1)
The difficulty here is that words Matthew ascribes to Jeremiah appear to 


come from Zechariah 11:12-13.


2.
Numerous resolutions for this apparent discrepancy have been proposed.



1)
Jeremiah is a scribal error.
· In the Greek, Jeremiah, instead of being written in full, might stand thus, “Iriou”; Zechariah thus, “Zriou.”  By the mere change of Z into I, the mistake would be made.

· The Syriac Peshito and several MSS. have simply, “by the prophet.”


2)
Jeremiah was the first book of the prophetic section of the Hebrew Bible and served as a generic heading for all the prophets (though Jeremiah was sometimes placed first, Isaiah usually occupies that position.



3)
The Jeremiah passage has been lost.



4)
It was an oral prophecy handed down from Jeremiah.



5)
Point #3 (next).


3.
A more plausible answer is that this is the fulfillment of a nonverbal prophecy.



1)
Two passages in Jeremiah especially suggest this.
· 32:6-12: Jeremiah buys a field for 17 shekels of silver.

· 19:1-13: He buys a potter’s jar, takes some elders and priests to the valley of Hinnom, pronounces judgment on Jerusalem for (among other things) shedding innocent blood (4) and then smashes the jar to depict the city’s fate (10).


2)
Other thematic links (in this text) include renaming a locality associated with 


potters (19:1) with a name (“Valley of Slaughter”) denoting violence (19:6).  


The place will henceforth be used as a burial ground (19:11), as a token of 


God’s judgment.



3)
To complete the prophecy, the Zechariah reference to the 30 pieces of silver 


is added, with the whole reference attributed to Jeremiah. 
· See Mark 1:2-3 where Malachi 3:1 is fused to Isaiah 40:3, but Isaiah is cited as the source of both quotes.

III.
ROMAN TRIALS: BEFORE PILATE (6 AM) (27:11-14; Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:1-5; John 18:28-38)


A.
In Roman trials the magistrate normally heard the charges first, questioned the defendant and listened to his defense, sometimes permitted several such exchanges, and then retired with his advisors to decide on a verdict, which was then promptly carried out.



1.
John 18:29: Consistent with this procedure, “Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this Man?’” 



1)
Luke 23:1-2: They answered with 3 charges.



2.
“Misleading (perverting) our nation”



1)
This was ambiguous, but Pilate did investigate it (Luke 23:14).



3.
“Forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar”




1)
Romans and Jews knew this was false.



4.
“Saying that He Himself is Christ, a King”




1)
They accused Him of doing the very thing they tried to persuade Him to do, and which He refused (John 6:15).




2)
It would be difficult to imagine and act of more blatant hypocrisy and cynical dishonesty that this.



3)
This charge was the same as treason – the greatest crime known to Roman law. 




4)
Pilate seeks to clarify this charge in Matthew’s narrative.




5)
Pilate had to answer to the Emperor Tiberius, a man who would show no 



mercy to a governor who condoned treasonable activities.




6)
It was dangerous for him to take a soft line where treason is alleged.

11:
“Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying. 
‘Are You the King of the Jews?’  And Jesus said to him, ‘It is as you say.’”


1.
John 18:33-38: Jesus talked with Pilate about the nature of the kingdom.



1)
Pilate knew a revolutionary when he saw one and he could see Jesus was no 


rebel.



2)
He had no soldiers, money or position, and any suggestion that He was a 


serious threat to Roman rule struck the governor as preposterous.

12:
“And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He did not 
answer.”

1.
The Jews press their case.



1)
“Accused” is a present infinitive that indicates they kept accusing.

13:
“Then Pilate said to Him, ‘Do You not hear how many things they testify against 
You?’
14:
And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor 
was quite amazed.”

1.
Roman judges disliked sentencing an undefended man (Acts 25:26).



1)
The courts established the practice of offering a defendant 3 opportunities to 


respond  before convicting by default.


2.
Pilate is amazed by Christ’s composure and urges Him to say something in His 

own defense.



1)
When men are on trial for their life they usually mount a spirited defense.



2)
Apparently, Pilate had never before known a prisoner accused of a capital 


crime appear so indifferent to the result of his trial.

3.
Luke 23:4: “Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no guilt in this man.’”


1)
Legally, Jesus should have been set free.



2)
The Sanhedrin, by its unanimous verdict of guilty, had legally freed Him.


4.
Had Jesus received His legal rights, He would have walked out from Pilate’s 

judgment hall a free man.



1)
Any further trial would have violated the principle of being tried again on a 


charge of which he was already acquitted.



2)
In legal terms, He would then be undergoing “double jeopardy.”



3)
Having rendered a verdict, the Roman court had fulfilled its obligation.



4)
By every principle of law and justice, Jesus was now free.



5)
But the howling mob put up such a furious clamor that Pilate weakened, and 


yielded his consent to a further trial of Jesus (Luke 23:5).


5.
Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, had a problem.



1)
He knew Jesus was innocent—but he needed to appease the Jews.


6.
Luke 23:6-7: Pilate asked Jesus if He was a “Galilean”.



1)
He found a convenient technicality—sees a way out of his dilemma.



2)
Herod’s authority was in Galilee and he was visiting Jerusalem at the time of 


Jesus’ arrest.



3)
Herod’s visit was likely a political move to stay in favor with the Jews by 


showing respect for their Passover feast.



4)
Galilee was a hotbed of opposition to the Romans.



5)
Luke 23:12: Pilate and Herod Antipas were not on good terms. 




(Pilate hasn’t paid enough attention to Herod.)


7.
Pilate could accomplish two things.



1)
Restore the relationship with Herod.



2)
Get rid of Jesus—hoping to shift responsibility to Herod.

JESUS WAS MOCKED BY HEROD ANTIPAS, THE JEWISH KING

(Luke 23:6-12)
A.
Herod was mean (one of 3 sons of the Herod the Great).


1.
His father married 10 times and killed most of his wives.  



1)
He tried to kill Jesus.



2)
He ordered that when he died that the leading men of the city be killed so 


that there will be mourning at his funeral.


2.
His ungodliness was well known and Jesus Himself warned of his immoral 

influence—Mark 8:15: “Watch out!  Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 

the leaven of Herod.”  He killed John the Baptist.


1)
No doubt this warning was based upon Herod’s conduct in the matter of 


Herodias.



2)
She was the brother Philip’s wife, but Herod had seduced her and married 


her (Mk.6:17-20).



3)
John the Baptist condemned him for incest and, as a result, was imprisoned.



4)
Herodias wanted him killed but “Herod was afraid of John.”


5)
When Herod was having a good time at his birthday party and Herodias 


“came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests; and the king 


said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you want and I will give it to you…up 


to half of my kingdom” (Mark 6:21-24)—“The head of John the Baptist.”


3.
Mark 6:26-28: Herod’s pride was too great, and rather that refuse and suffer 


the embarrassment before his friends he ordered the innocent man’s death.



1)
Deeds like this earned him a reputation.



2)
At one point, Jesus referred to him as “that fox” (Luke 13:32).

B.
Herod had no right to hear this case in Jerusalem.


1.
It is the Romans who must approve the death sentence.

C.
Herod asked silly and sarcastic questions.


1.
Initially, “Herod was very glad” to finally meet this man Jesus, whom he had 

heard so much about (Luke 23:8).


1)
In fact, he had been wanting to see Jesus for a long and was hoping to see 


some sign performed by Him.”


2.
Jesus didn’t answer any of his silly and sarcastic questions (Luke 23:9).



1)
Luke 23:10: “And the chief priests and the scribes were standing there, 


accusing Him vehemently.”


2)
Luke 23:11: Herod and his soldiers mocked Jesus—Put a beautiful robe on 


Him.



3)
In the end he regarded Jesus only as a curiosity—an expendable nobody to 


his own political ambitions.



4)
How many others have since looked upon Jesus in curiosity, only to finally 


reject Him as their Savior in favor of their own selfish desires?



5)
Then he returned Jesus back to Pilate.

IV.
JESUS IS RETURNED TO PILATE AGAIN (27:15-26; Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:13-25; John 18:39-16)


A.
About sunrise Pilate tries more tactics to release Jesus—all failed before finally giving up.

1.
Luke 23:13-16: After questioning Jesus some more and being amazed at His silence, Pilate brought Jesus out saying, “…I have found no guilt in this man…nor has Herod…behold, nothing deserving death ahs been done by Him.  I will therefore punish Him and release Him.”




1)
This was a common attempt by first century rulers to please the crowd while at the same time making no pronouncement of guilt upon a man (Acts 16).




2)
Lk. 23:17: “[Now he was obliged to release to them at the feast one prisoner.]”
15:
“Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the people any one 
prisoner whom they wanted.”

1.
The Romans honored the Jewish “custom.” 


1)
This decision was likely aimed at cultivating the goodwill of a difficult people.


2.
Pilate tries the Passover tactic.



1)
He knew Jesus was innocent.



2)
Luke 23:15: He reminds the crowd that Herod found “nothing deserving death has been done by Him.”

16:
“At that time they were holding a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.”

1.
He was a robber (John 18:40) who had been arrested for murder and insurrection (Mark 15:7; Luke 23:19).



1)
Insurrection is the very crime of which Jesus was accused.



2)
“Notable” here may mean infamous with the Romans, but popular with 


Jewish nationalists.

17:
“So when the people gathered together, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want 
me to release for you?  Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’
18:
For he knew that because of envy they had handed Him over.”

1.
Pilate apparently thought Jesus had enough popular support to overrule the Sanhedrin’s malice.



1)
Sensing a way around this whole problem, he offers 2 choices for release.



2)
He believed the people would choose their prophet over a few envious leaders.

19:
“While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message, saying, 
‘Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in 
a dream because of Him.’”


1.
This is an unexpected interruption.



1)
“The judgment seat” (tou bematos) corresponds to a modern judge’s bench.



2)
It was a platform on which a Roman magistrate would sit while hearing a 


case (Acts 18:12).


2.
According to tradition, she was Claudia Procula, a Jewish proselyte.



1)
Since her dream confirmed Pilate’s opinion of Jesus’ innocence (24), it must 


have disturbed him greatly.



2)
Matthew’s inclusion of this incident heightens the impression of Jesus’ legal 


innocence—even a pagan woman can see it!


3.
Matthew doesn’t reveal whether her dream was supernatural or natural.



1)
Romans took dreams seriously—dreams were important to them.



2)
Romans often viewed dreams as omens.

20:
“But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas 
and to put Jesus to death.

21:
But the governor said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release for 
you?’  And they said, ‘Barabbas.’”


1.  Pilate severely underestimated the Jewish leaders’ ability to manipulate a crowd.



1)
He may have also underestimated Barabbas’ popularity, especially if the people viewed him as a Robin-Hood-type hero.



2)
If Jesus was popular, so was Barabbas.

· Perhaps he dared to take part in an uprising. In doing so, he had committed murder.  Perhaps he killed a Roman soldier or two.

· Jesus had refused to take a stand against Rome.

22:
“Pilate said to them, ‘Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?’  
They all said, ‘Crucify Him!’”


1.
Luke 23:20-21: “Pilate wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, but they kept on calling out, saying, ‘Crucify, crucify Him!’”



1)
Everyone must ask this question and decide what to do with Jesus.


2)
Pilate’s question plays right into the Sanhedrin’s hands.

23:
“And he said, ‘Why what evil has He done?’  But they kept shouting all the more, saying, ‘Crucify Him!’”


1.
Luke 23:22: “And he said to them the third time, ‘Why, what evil has this man 

done?  I have found in Him no guilt demanding death;’”



1)
Pilate makes one last attempt at justice by asking the crowd to specify Christ’s crime, but his request is ignored. 



2)
It is too late.—All hope of reasoning is gone and the question of what to do 


with Jesus is decided by mob hysteria.



3)
The crowd was not left to make up its mind by itself.  The crowd never is.



4)
There are always people who try to manipulate public opinion.


2.
The members of a mob are safe, for the victim is at their mercy.



1)
They know that they are invulnerable because the lone person is not in a 


position to defend himself.



2)
This is why mob action is essentially cowardly – no personal risks.


3.
John 19:7-12: Pilate became more afraid.

24:
“When Pilate saw he was accomplishing nothing but rather than a riot was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, ‘I 
am innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.’”


1.
When Pilate realizes he is getting nowhere, and that pushing the issue could 

trigger a riot, he bows to political expediency.



1)
The possibility of a riot in an overcrowded Jerusalem was always present.



2)
From Pilate’s point of view the death on one man was the lesser evil.

2.
In the OT—if find a dead body=unclean—wash hands—not guilty—“innocent”



1)
He observes a Jewish custom (Deut 21:6-9; Ps 26:6) to symbolically indicate he wasn’t responsible for what is about to happen: “It is your responsibility.”



2)
With a conscience burdened by sin, he pretended he was not responsible for 


what was happening.



3)
Obviously, a great number of people wanted Jesus dead.



4)
They were ready to make a lot of noise and were willing to ruin Pilate’s 


political career (Jn.19:12) if he failed to cooperate with them.



5)
Giving the crowd Jesus to be crucified would leave his political career in 


tact, preserve his reputation.


3.
Pilate showed his weakness of his character as he refused to render a judgment 

based on his own convictions that Jesus should go free.



1)
He lacked the moral courage to do his duty.



2)
There is no way he could avoid responsibility for that.



3)
Guilt is not so easily shifted, blood staining his own hands.



4)
He was the hero for the moment—but he sold his soul for eternity.

25:
“And all the people said, ‘His blood shall be on us and on our children!’”


1.
The people welcome the responsibility (2 Sam 1:16; Acts 18:6; 20:26).



1)
They did not believe Jesus was innocent, for their religious leaders said He 


was guilty and that was good enough for them.  (See Acts 5:28). 

2.
Who was really on trial?  Whose hands are bloody?



1)
Pilate went from bad to worse—within 2 years he committed suicide.



2)
Judas did also.



3)
Herod was later banished by the Roman emperor Caligula (being persuaded 


by Herod’s own nephew, Agrippa I) and died a miserable death. 



4)
Caiaphas’ today—dominating in politics, in some churches—forget the rules 


of fairness and what is honorable in order to win battles and influence.



5)
Let it never be forgotten that we are also studying our own trial and our own 


destiny.


3.
Acts 17:30-31: The very ones who judged Jesus are destined in time, to be judged by the Judge of all men.



1)
What would Annas and Caiaphas and Pilate and Herod have given to have 


known, as we know, the identity of the prisoner?



2)
What do you think the verdict would have been?


4.
And, having that knowledge, what is your verdict?



1)
Every day that you live you are writing down a line of the final decision.



2)
What sort of judgment are you rendering?

26:
“Then he released Barabbas for them; but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified.”

1.
What now transpires fulfills a prediction made in Matt 20:18-19.



1)
Scourging (phragelloo, from the Latin, flagello; only here in Matthew.



2)
It was frequently a preliminary to crucifixion, wherein the condemned was 


beaten with multi-thonged whips in which were knotted pieces of bone or 


metal.



3)
It was a punishment that often left victims flayed to the bone (Josephus, 


Wars II.v.3).


4)
It was so terrible that even Domitian was horrified by it.

THE SCOURGING OF JESUS 

(Matt 27:26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:22; John 19:1)
A.
Scourging, called verberatio by the Romans, was possibly the worst kind of 
flogging administered by ancient courts.

1.
While the Jews administered whippings in the synagogues for certain offenses, 

these were mild in comparison to scourging.



1)
Scourging was not normally a form of execution, but it certainly was brutal 


enough to be fatal in many cases.



2)
A person certainly could be beaten to death by the scourge if that was desired.


2.
Its purpose was not only to cause great pain, but to humiliate as well.



1)
To scourge a man was to beat him worse than one would beat a stupid animal.



2)
It was belittling, debasing, and demeaning.



3)
It was considered such a degrading form of punishment that, according to 



the Procian (248 BC) and Sempronian (123 BC) laws, Roman citizens 



were exempt from it.



4)
Therefore, it was reserved only for slaves and non-Romans, those who were viewed as the lesser elements in Roman society.



5)
To make it as humiliating as possible, scourging was carried out in public.

B.
The instrument used for this form of punishment was called in Latin a “flagellum” or a “flagrum.”


1.
Its purpose was not designed merely to bruise or leave welts on the victim.



1)
The “flagellum” was a whip with several (at least 3) leather strands or thongs, each perhaps as much as 3 feet long, and the strands were weighted with lead balls or pieces of bone.



2)
This instrument was a heavy whip designed to lacerate.



3)
Details of scourging were not recorded—knew what it was.


2.
The church historian Eusebius of Caesarea describes with vivid, horrible detail a scene of scourging.  He says, 



1)
“For they say that the bystanders were struck with amazement when they saw them lacerated with scourges even to the innermost veins and arteries, so that the hidden inward parts of the body, both their bowels and their members, were exposed to view” (Ecclesiastical History, Book 4, ch.15).

C.
The process of a scourging.


1.
The victim was bound to a post or frame, stripped of his clothing, and beaten 

(generally by 2 men-1 on each side of victim)
with a “flagellum”—a heavy 

whip brought down with full force on the shoulders to the loins (shoulders, 

back and legs).



1)
First, it breaks the skin—then deeper—causing an oozing of blood from 


capillaries and veins.



2)
Then spurting arterial bleeding from the blood vessels in the underlying 


muscles.



3)
The balls of lead or pieces of bone tears the back into ribbons of torn bleeding tissue—mass of torn flesh.



4)
The number of strokes was not prescribed (unlike Jews—40 stripes—



Deut 25:3—Jews usually stopped at 39 in case of a miscount).  


5)
When the victim is near death—a centurion stops the beating.


2.
The beating left the victim bloody and weak, in unimaginable pain, and near the 

point of death.



1)
It is no doubt that weakness from His scourging was largely the reason Jesus was unable to carry His cross all the way to Golgotha (27:32).

V.
MORE HUMILIATION: MOCKED BY THE ROMAN SOLDIERS 
(27:27-30: Mark 15:16-19)


A.
Jesus is mocked by the Roman soldiers (Friday, between 6 & 9AM).



They are going to have some fun at Jesus’ expense.  


Since He was a king (11), they will give Him the royal treatment.



1.
After stripping Him of his clothes they put a “royal” scarlet robe on Him.




1)
It was a reddish purple military cloak—chlamus (NT—only here & 31).



2.
Crown of thorns—flexible branches with 1½ inch thorns.




1)
Pressed (and, or beaten into the scalp causing copious bleeding (one of most vascular areas of body).



3.
The king needs a reed in His right hand.



1)
They kneeled down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”



4.
They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head.




1)
The soldiers further express their contempt by spitting on Christ (Isa 50:6).



2)
“Began to beat (smote)”—imperfect tense which means they “kept hitting 



Him” on the head (Mark 15:19).



3)
Pushed the thorns deeper into His head.



5.
Matt 27:31: Having finished their sport they remove the robe, dress Jesus in 


His own clothes and lead Him away to be crucified.




1)
The robe was stuck to clots of blood and the removal of it caused great pain (like removing a bandage).




2)
It was like being beaten all over again—wounds begin to bleed again.




3)
Put His own clothes (perhaps the rags from beating) back on Him.


B.
John 19:5: “Behold, the Man!”



1.
Look at Him now.




1)
He will not go around calling Himself a king any more, and He will not 



cause you any more trouble.




2)
The crowd was not satisfied with only a “humiliated” Jesus.  




3)
They demanded His death—by crucifixion.
VI.
THE JOURNEY TO GOLGOTHA (27:31-34; Mark 15:20-23; Luke 23:26-33; John 19:16-17)

A.
Evidence indicates that by NT times, the Romans used a “tau” type cross.



1.
The upright pole (stipes) was put permanently in the ground.




1)
The crosspiece (crossbeam) (patibulum) weighed 75-125 pounds.



2.
Part of the humiliation of crucifixion was that the condemned had to carry their cross to the place of execution.




1)
To maximize the deterrent value of crucifixion, an execution squad usually traveled the busiest streets in order that the greatest number of people might see the condemned and be reminded of the fact that crime doesn’t pay.




2)
Perhaps a longer route was taken (650 yards is the shortest distance).



3.
As Jesus was carrying His own cross (John 19:17) out of the city (Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26), His physical strength gave way.




1)
It isn’t surprising that He stumbles and falls when we consider the stress He was under, awake all night, the scourging He just received, thorns, bleeding, weight, and shock.



4.
To assist Him, a certain Cyrenian named Simon is pressed into service.




1)
Cyrene was a North African town, located in Libya (Acts 2:10; 6:9).



2)
Under the law of conscription (5:41) Simon had no choice but to do as 



ordered.




3)
It is doubtful that the soldiers who had just mocked Jesus would have allowed Jesus to have help if it had been at all possible for Him to bear the burden Himself.


B.
Golgotha transliterates an Aramaic word that means “Place of a Skull”.



1.
“Calvary” comes from the Latin calva, (“bare head” or “skull”), translates the Greek kranion in Luke 23:33.




1)
How the site got this name is not known.  


2.
Two popular theories are:




1)
Due to its use as a place of execution.




2)
The place may have resembled a skull.



2.
Its location is now unknown.




1)
All that can be affirmed from Scripture is that it was outside, but near to, the city walls (John 19:20; Heb 13:12).



2)
It could be seen from a distance (Mark 15:40).



3)
It was close to a road (27:39).



4)
But near a garden that had a rock-hewn tomb belonging to Joseph of Arimathaea (John 19:41).



5)
NOTE: Nowhere does the NT indicate Golgotha was a hill.


C.
When they arrived at Golgotha, the soldiers offered Jesus wine (vinegar) to 

drink, mingled with gall (Ps 69:20-21).



1.
Oxos, sour wine.




1)
“gall” (chole), a vague word for drugs – a bitter herb with a bitter taste.



2.
It is unclear whether this was done to deaden the pain, which Jesus refused.




1)
Or because the drink had a stupefying effect which made it easier for the 



executioners to handle condemned persons.




2)
Or whether it was part of the soldier’s abuse.




3)
The ordeal left Jesus extremely thirsty (John 19:28), and in a seeming act of compassion they may have offered Him liquid too bitter to drink (Ps 69:20-21).
VII.
“CRUCIFIED HIM” (27:35-56; Mark 15:24-41; Luke 23:33-49; John 19:18-30)

State the fact without going into detail.  

A.
The concept of crucifixion as a form of torture and capital punishment 

probably began with the Persians.



1.
It is thought that Alexander the Great introduced the practice into Carthage, 


where the Romans learned of it, and refined this method.


B.
When the first century Romans executed a man, they wanted the victim to 

suffer a slow death with the maximum amount of pain and they wanted his 

death to be a public spectacle to the community to prevent others from 

committing the same crime.



1.
One manner of executing criminals used by the Romans was crucifixion.



1)
Clearly, it was the most cruel and disgraceful form of execution.



2)
It was usually reserved for the vilest of criminals.



3)
Roman law protected its citizens from this method of punishment, except 


perhaps in cases of treason or desertion by soldiers.



C.
Crucifixion was not used by Jews in putting a person to death.



1.
Among the Jewish methods of execution were stoning, burning (Josh 7:25), 


beheading, and strangling (Mishnah, “Sanhedrin,” 7:1). 




1)
Hanging was a humiliating death.




Deut 21:22-23: “And if a man has committed a sin worthy of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, his corpse shall not hang all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), so that you do not defile your land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance.”


D.
Jesus’ death by crucifixion was the fulfillment by divine prophecy.



1.
Jesus prophesied the manner of His death to His disciples saying, Mark 10:33-34: “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death, and will deliver Him to the Gentiles.  And they will mock Him and spit upon Him, and scourge Him, and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.” (also Matt 20:18-19)



1)
John 3:14: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up.”





2)
John 12:32-33: “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.  But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.”

E.
Jesus knew what was involved in crucifixion.



1.
Since crucifixion was commonly used as a form of capital punishment, Jesus 


was familiar with the humiliation and suffering that attended to that.




1)
Nevertheless, He voluntarily chose this cruel death on the cross that we 



might be saved from sin—shows His intense love for mankind.




2)
But Jesus endured a torture that was nearly as excruciating before He ever got to the cross.


F.
It is possible to reconstruct what likely happened.



1.
The vertical post of the cross was placed in the ground.





1)
The victim is thrown to the ground and hands (wrist-part of hand) nailed to the crossbar with 5-7 inch tapered rough nails.




2)
Then the body attached to the crossbeam was raised and attached to the 



vertical post so that His feet just cleared the ground (ouch!)




3)
His feet were nailed (Ps 22:16) through both heels to the vertical post with a single large metal nail.


G.
As the body sags, the weight is increased which shoots pain along the fingers, up the arms to the brain.



1.
The victim pushes up with legs to take weight off hands (wrists).




1)
Now the weight is on the nailed feet.




2)
The nail in feet tears through the nerves and bones.



2.
As the arms fatigue:




1)
Cramps in the muscles creates throbbing pain.




2)
Now he is unable to push upward—paralyzing effect—unable to move.




3)
Air flows into the lungs—but can’t exhale.




4)
Fight to raise to get one short breath.




5)
Carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs enabling one to push up for another 



breath.




6)
The respiratory system was impaired, leading to both lung and heart failure.




7)
It caused a deep, heavy painful sensation in the chest.




8)
Now—“The 7 sayings on the cross.”



3.
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia describes death by crucifixion.





1)
“The suffering of death by crucifixion was intense, esp. in hot climates.  Severe local inflammation, coupled with an insignificant bleeding of the jagged wounds, produced traumatic fever, which was aggravated by the exposure to the heat of the sun, the strained position of the body and insufferable thirst.  The wounds swelled about the rough nails and torn and lacerated tendons and nerves caused excruciating agony.  The arteries of the head and stomach were surcharged with blood and a terrific throbbing headache ensued.  The mind was confused and filled with anxiety and dread foreboding.  The victim of crucifixion literally died a thousand deaths. Tetanus not rarely supervened and the rigors of the attending convulsions would tear at the wounds and add to the burden of pain, till at last the bodily forces were exhausted and the victim sank to unconsciousness and death.” 

37:
“THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS”


1.
The Romans would commonly affix to a cross a placard (titulus) that bore the 

victim’s name and crime.



1)
John 19:19-20: Pilate wrote these words in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin (the 


languages of religion, culture and politics).



2)
This was not only meant as a warning to other would-be kings, but was designed to needle the Jews (John 19:21-22).



3)
Paradoxically, however, the title proclaimed the truth stressed throughout 


Matthew’s Gospel (2:2), that JESUS IS KING!

38:
“At that time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on 
the left.”


1.
It was no accident that Jesus would be crucified between two thieves (Isa 53:12).



1)
The holy dying with the unholy.



2)
 To an uninformed onlooker the scene would suggest the adage: “birds of a 


feather flock together.”

39:
“And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him, wagging their heads

40:
and saying, ‘You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 
days, save Yourself!  If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.’”



1.
When even a terrible criminal is executed it is difficult to find anyone gloating 

over his death.


1)
But Christ’s enemies couldn’t leave Him alone (Ps 22:7).



2)
“Your getting what you deserve” – and issue a challenge.


2.
Note that some of the highest Messianic designations appear in this section.



1)
In their mockery, Christ’s enemies unconsciously spoke profound truth.

41:
“In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 
mocking Him and saying,”

1.
They have long been frustrated over their inability to destroy Christ.



1)
Now they cannot hide their glee and they dismiss Him with 3 insults.

42:
(1) – “He saved others; He cannot save Himself.”


1.
Within this jeer lies the very essence of the gospel.



1)
If Christ was to save others He could not save Himself for His sacrifice was 


required to redeem sinners (10:39; 16:25; 20:28; 26:28).



2)
It wasn’t a lack of power, but the power of love that kept Jesus on the cross.


(2) – “He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we 


will believe in Him.”


1.
Some call this “the last temptation of Christ” – He could have done this (26:53).



1)
He would do something more spectacular than leaving the cross; He would 


leave the grave.



2)
But even this would not convince most of His enemies, as evidenced by the 


fact that after the resurrection they did everything they could to suppress the 


fact (28:11-15).


2.
Jesus did not need to come down from the cross in order to be believed.



1)
Ample evidence to produce faith existed before that event and still exists 


today.


3.
John 5: Consider the evidence provided by certain witnesses.



1)
Witness of John the baptizer (5:33; 1:6-8, 29-34).



2)
Witness of Christ’s works (John 5:36) – conclusion – Son of God (3:2).



3)
Witness of the Father (5:37) – His baptism (3:17); transfiguration 



(17:5).



4)
Witness of the Scriptures (John 5:39; 1:1-3, 14).



5)
Witness of Himself (5:31-32; 9:35-38).



6)
Witness of Moses (John 5:46-47; Deut 18:15; Acts 3:22-23).

4.
We are in no position to proposition God.



1)
God has clearly set forth His conditions for salvation.

43:
(3)
“HE TRUSTS IN GOD; LET GOD RESCUE Him now, IF HE DELIGHTS 
IN HIM; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”


1.
This insult reveals the Jewish leaders’ appalling ignorance of how God intended 

to save them from their sins.



1)
Ignorance is not innocence.

44:
“The robbers who had been crucified with Him were also insulting Him with the 
same words.”

1.
Luke 23:39: Possibly they were angry with Jesus for not using His power to free them.



1)
Luke 23:40-43: One of them ultimately had a change of heart and asked Christ to remember him when He came into His kingdom (John 12:32).



2)
A criminal entered the kingdom before the religious elite (21:31).



3)
However, Matthew’s focus is not on the thief, but on the fact that Jesus was 


surrounded by hatred as He died.

45:
“Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour.”

1.
The 3 hours of darkness from noon to 3 PM is the first of 4 miracles that occurred in connection with Christ’s death (51-53).



1)
Thallus, a Samaritan historian who recorded world history from the fall of 


Troy to his own time (52 AD)  attributed the darkness at the time of Christ’s 


death to a solar eclipse.


2.
This darkness wasn’t due to an ordinary eclipse, but was truly supernatural in 

nature.



1)
This darkness lasted 12 times longer than any ordinary eclipse.



2)
In the early 3rd century Julius Africanus refuted Thallus’ conclusion by pointing out that Passover occurred when the moon was full.


3.
What it signified isn’t stated, but I think we can say without a doubt, a miracle 

occurred which symbolized the tragedy associated with Jesus’ death.



1)
It symbolized God’s judgment against SIN in the death of Christ.



2)
The atmosphere surely reflected mankind’s DARKEST HOUR.

46:
“About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘ELI, ELI, 
LAMA SABACHTHANI?’ that is, ‘MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU 
FORSAKEN ME?’”


1.
Two firsts are embedded within this saying.



1)
This is the first and only time Jesus used the more formal “God,” rather than 


“Abba” or “Father” in prayer—Cry of distress but not of doubt and distrust.



2)
And it is the only time Jesus asks “Why?”

2.
Ps 22:1: Jesus quoted David – WORDS OF ANGUISH.



1)
Some of this Psalm refers to David.

· The psalm may originally have been written within the context of some ordeal of suffering that David went through, but its meaning goes far beyond anything David might have experienced personally. 



2)
It is also a Messianic Psalm with much of it referring to Jesus.

· Like other Messianic prophecies in the OT, parts of this Psalm has an immediate 
application at the time of its writing, and an ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ (the Messiah).


3.
The familiar saying of Jesus on the cross as recorded in John 19:20, "It is finished", is actually a quote taken from the last verse of Ps 22:31. 


1)
It seems reasonable that Jesus invoked and appropriated the entire chapter of 


Psalm 22 as being applicable to that scene of the final hours of the cross. 


2)
Psalm 22 is, of course, a Messianic prophesy well known to the Jewish mind 


of Jesus' day and, therefore, known and recognizable to those Jews who were 


gathered around the cross at the final hours of this terrible crucifixion event.

4.
Why did Jesus utter this saying?



1)
John 11:41-42: Jesus knew why He was on the cross, Father heard Him always.



2)
He said it for the benefit of those who heard Him (for our benefit).



3)
He was directing their attention to Ps.22, which contained specific prophecies that He was now fulfilling so that they would understand that He was carrying out the Father’s will.



4)
They would also understand why He was on the cross, why He didn’t seek 


deliverance and why God allowed Him to suffer and die such a death.

5.
What would be the setting and context for Jesus appropriating to Himself and 

quoting this Psalm? 


1)
Surely, it would include the terrible mistreatment and mockery and rejection 


expressed in Matthew 27:19-44. 


2)
The context (27:19-44) of affliction and distress on this occasion for Jesus now on the cross would correspond to the contextual setting of David's 
great distress and David's powerful, heartfelt prayer for deliverance as expressed to God in Psalm 22.



3)
I believe a valid exegesis of Matthew 27:46 would have to be one that is 


first consistent with a valid exegesis of Psalm 22:1. 


4)
If not, then on what basis would one give the Matthew 27:46 passage context and begin to give it meaning if one has detached the Matthew passage from its original significance? 

6.
The point of this question for us is to bring us to appreciate that David did not 

conclude in his prayer of Psalm 22 that God had in reality 'forsaken' him (23-

24).






1)
Although it would (or might) would appear that way to man (1 Cor 1:17-31).


2)
All his enemies and detractors and every spiritually shallow-minded, casually observing outsider) who did not know the God of Israel that David knew.
PSALM 22 DIVIDES ITSELF INTO FIVE SECTIONS

A.
1-6: From all appearances, it seems that they (David and Christ) were 
forsaken by God.


1.
These words could apply to David for he had suffered ill treatment by Saul, by 

many of his own brethren, by his sons, and the enemy that was always waiting 

to devour him.



1)
David has experienced so many bad things that it seemed that God had forsaken him.



2)
However, God had not forsaken him 23-24), it just seemed that He had (appeared that way to his enemies).


2.
Ps 71 (especially vs. 7-11, 17-21).



1)
David was treated as if he was guilty, but he was not.



2)
Ps.22:6: Was Jesus a “worm”? – But that is what His enemies thought.

B.
7-18: A prophecy of the events connected with Jesus’ physical suffering and 
death.


1.
All that was prophesied of Him was minutely fulfilled.

C.
19-22: Prayer for deliverance.


1.
The Psalmist now gathers strength and looks to God for his deliverance and 

victory.



1)
His prayer closes with thanksgiving and hope.



2)
Verse 22 is applied to Jesus in Heb 2:13.


2.
Psalm 22 falls into 2 distinct parts, each arranged in a distinctive way.



1)
1-21a: Consists of sections which alternate between darkness and light.



2)
Cries of desperation and prayers of confidence in God’s help.




1-2: DARKNESS




3-5: LIGHT – “our fathers trusted You…and You delivered them.”







“they cried out and were delivered.”







“they trusted and were not disappointed.”




6-8: DARKNESS



9-11: LIGHT



12-18: DARKNESS – “And You lay me in the dust of death” (15).




19-21a: LIGHT – “be not far off.”
· The turning point of this psalm is in the middle of v.21 “You (have) 
answer(ed) me.”



3)
21b-31: Expands circle of vision and praise.
· The Psalmist himself – 21b: “You answer me."”
· 22-26: The congregation of God's people.




22: "I will declare Your name to My brethren; in the midst of the 





congregation I will praise You" (cf. Heb 2:12). 

23-24: “You who fear the Lord, praise Him! All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, and fear Him, all you offspring of Israel! For He has not 
despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; nor has He hidden His face from Him; but when He cried to Him, He heard.” 

25-26: “My praise shall be of You in the great congregation; I will pay My vows before those who fear Him. The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him will praise the Lord. Let your heart live forever!” 
· 27-29: All nations.




27: “All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord, and 




all the families of the nations shall worship before You.” 





28: “For the kingdom is the Lord's, and He rules over the nations”





(cf. Rev  11:15-18). 





29: “All the prosperous of the earth shall eat and worship; all those who 




go down to the dust shall bow before Him, even he who cannot keep 




himself alive.” 

· 30-31: Future generations.


3.
Consider the details in Psalm 22 that were minutely fulfilled during Jesus' death 

on the cross. For example: 



1)
1: "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (27:46). 



2)
6: "A reproach of men, and despised of the people" (27:39-44). 



3)
7: "All those who see Me laugh Me to scorn" (27:39). 



4)
8: "He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him" (27:43). 



5)
15: "My tongue clings to My jaw" (John 19:28). 



6)
"They pierced My hands and My feet" (John 20: 25). 



7)
17: "They look and stare at Me" (Luke 23:35). 



8)
18: “They divide My garments among them" (27:35). 

· Psalm 22 is one of the most powerful prophetic evidences of the deity of 
Jesus of Nazareth! (Acts 17:2-3. Cf. 9:22; 18:28). 
D.
23-24: Assurance that God is with him.


1.
Two things in particular that has a direct bearing on this discussion.



1)
“Nor has He hidden His face from him;”



2)
“But when he cried to Him for help, He heard.”

· With all the circumstances and suffering, this is the way it seemed to be, 
but that was not the way it really was.

· God had not hid His face from Jesus, but He refused to intervene in 
preventing Jesus’ suffering and death for the sins of the world.

E.
25-31: God is righteous in what He had done.  He is to be praised, worshiped, 
served and His righteousness was to be declared to a people that shall be born.


1.
Jesus was obeying the Father, fulfilling prophecy, glorifying God and proving 

Himself to be the Son of God.


1)
Jesus came to do the will of the Father, which included His death on the 


cross (Heb 10:5-10).



2)
During His life on earth He carried out the Father’s will to perfection.



3)
John 8:29: “And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I 


always do the things that are pleasing to Him.”
· “is” – Present tense indicating continual action.
· “has not left Me” – Aorist tense meaning that not one time.


4)
John 16:32: “Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.”


5)
Eph 5:1-2: “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in 


love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering 


and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”


2.
This epithet was given to the sin-offering (Lev 4:31) and burnt-offering (Gen 7:21).



1)
It denotes the acceptableness of these offerings to God.



2)
For in the warm eastern climates, nothing is more refreshing than fragrant 


brews.



3)
Smelling is used to denote one’s perceiving a moral quality in another. 




4)
God is said “to smell a sweet savor” from sacrifice, to signify that He perceived with pleasure the good disposition which the offerer expressed by such an act of worship.


6)
At no time did Jesus ever forsake the Father.



7)
If God did actually forsake Jesus on the cross, he was forsaking one who had 


done everything asked of Him.  God couldn’t be more pleased with Jesus!



8)
If the Father did forsake His righteous Son who knew no sin, how can we, 


who have sinned and been forgiven, be sure that He will not forsake us?


3.
Does God forsake the righteous?  No!  Has God ever forsaken anyone? Yes!



1)
The children of Israel were warned many times that God would forsake them IF and only IF they have forsaken Him (Deut 31:16-17; 2 Chron 15:2; 24:20).



2)
One the other hand God, who cannot lie (Tit 2:1-2) promised not to forsake 


the righteous (Heb 13:5-6).



3)
Ps 37:25: (David) “I have been young, and now I am old, yet I have not 


seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread.”


4.
Calvinists abuse—transfer man’s sins to Jesus.



1)
Martin Luther: “…Christ should become the greatest transgressor, murderer, 


adulterer, thief, rebel and blasphemer…



2)
Normally, this would be considered blasphemy—but the doctrine imputation 


and it becomes sacred, so to speak, of our sinless Savior.



3)
Also—it is used to explain being born in Adam’s sin.



4)
Ezek 18: Sin guilt is not transferable.



5)
Sin was not transferred to Him or He could not have been qualified as the 


perfect sin offering, as a lamb without blemish.


5.
Rom 8:3-4: “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the LIKENESS of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”



1)
Jesus came into the world to achieve perfection as a man and upon man’s 


behalf.  He came to fulfill all righteousness.


2)
His faith was perfect, His obedience was perfect, His love of the Father, was 


perfect.



3)
Paul did not declare that Jesus came “in” the sinful flesh, but in the likeness 


of 
it (Phil 2:7—“likeness of men”).


4)
His flesh was not sinful, but only like the flesh of sinful men.



5)
Man’s flesh being sinful, not from birth, but through the practice of sin.



6)
Heb 2:17: Jesus had to be subject to every kind of temptation to truly conquer sin (Heb 4:15).



7)
When He paid the price for sin—condemned sin in the flesh.



8)
God sent His Son into this world of sin, misery and death which brought 


Jesus into the closest relation to sinful humanity that was possible without 


becoming sinful Himself.


6.
 Gal 3:13: “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a 

curse for us—for it is written, ‘CURSED IS EVERY ONE WHO HANGS ON A 

TREE (CROSS)’”



1)
Christ redeemed us!  This means He bought us.


2)
10: Every person who has violated law is under a “curse.”


3)
But Christ paid the price that was necessary to purchase us out from under 


the curse.



4)
Ex 21:30: Illustrates the idea of paying a ransom for redemption.



5)
Under certain circumstances a person under the sentence of death could be 


delivered from that sentence by paying a ransom.



6)
THAT IS WHAT CHRIST DID FOR US.

· John and women near the cross didn’t think Jesus sinned (cursed by God).

· EX: Take the place of a prisoner.


7.
 Gal 3:13 is quoted from Deut 21:23 (for context also read—v.22).



1)
This context demonstrates that the passage was written to prohibit abusing 


the body of one who suffered the death penalty.



2)
It was written during a time when those who received the death penalty (capital crime) were 
sometimes taken, AFTER THEIR DEATH (stoning), and hung on a stake to expose them to public shame (Josh 10:26; Num 25:4; 2 Sam 21:6,9).



3)
Everyone who passed by and saw that body hanging on a tree knew what it 


meant.


4)
The legislation was that those put to death could only be left exposed for the 


remainder of the day—their bodies were to be removed before nightfall.



5)
Although crucifixion was not the method used by Jews for inflicting the 


death penalty, the Jews applied this verse to those who died on the cross.



6)
John 19:31: The Jews wanted Jesus’ body removed from the cross the same 


day as His death.



7)
Paul omits the words “of (by) God”.


8)
The “curse of God” was simply the DEATH AND PUBLIC DISPLAY OF 


THE BODY which the Law required and allowed.



9)
The body should be buried as soon as possible, that the offensive object 


should be hidden from view.



10) Death on a cross was a criminal’s death—the death of a person convicted of 


a capital crime.


8.
To link the "cup of suffering" that Jesus prayed about (26:37-44) to a ‘dread’

of 
His being separated from intimate fellowship with God when He took on the 

literal sins of all man, is providing a link that the scriptures do not make and 

takes a lot of 'supposing.' 


1)
To be sure, the argument has emotional appeal. However, in the absence of a 


knowledge of any revelation on this subject, such a link when God has not 


given it, is to, in effect, write scripture where God has not written and that 


would be exalting man above God - would it not? 


2)
Matt 20:23: When the apostles suffer—will they be separated from God?

9.
There is also a question of 'timeline' that must be laid out and analyzed, if God 

did indeed 'forsake Jesus literally and turn His back on Him because He literally 

bore the sins of man'. The question would be: 'When / at just what time did 

God turn His back on Jesus?



1)
Was it at the time before His death when His work was not complete and the 


acceptable offering had not yet been completed ('finished')? 



2)
Or, was it at the very instant of time of death when He had commended His 


Spirit into the hands of God even as God was turning (had turned His back 


on Him?) 



3)
Or was it some time after His death when He was in Paradise to be joined 


there by the thief on the cross who had repented? 

· I believe a thoughtful answer to each of these questions will come up with the same answer, - “Not at this time!”. So that leaves us again with the initial question – ‘When / at just what time did God turn His back on Jesus?’ and the final answer has to be – ‘Not at any time!’
47:
“And some of those who were standing there, when they heard it, began saying, 
‘This man is calling for Elijah.’”


1.
The Hebrew words for “God” and “Elijah” are similar.



1)
Some bystanders mistakenly (or derisively) thought Jesus was appealing to 


the prophet for help (49).
48:
“Immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour wine and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink.”

1.
It may have been at this point that Jesus said, “I thirst” (John 19:28).



1)
Oxos = sour wine (like in v 34).

· Some translate this and v 34 – “wine” – (not sour).


2)
Didn’t offer the “gall” (bitter herbs) but filled a sponge with sour wine.
49:
“But the rest of them said, ‘Let us see whether Elijah will come to save Him.’”


1.
The rest of the crowd objects to this act of mercy and tells the man to stop.



1)
If any relief is to be given, they mockingly insist it come from Elijah.

50:
“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit” (Luke 23:46).


1.
John 19:30: “It is finished.”


1)
Jesus died when He was ready to die, by an act of His own will, after accomplishing all God intended for Him to do.

51:
“And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom;”

1.
The veil separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies (Most Holy Place) 

in the Temple is torn from top to bottom.



1)
“The Veils before the Most Holy Place were 40 cubits (60 feet) long, and 20 


(30 feet) wide, of the thickness of the palm of the hand, and wrought in 72 


squares, which were joined together; and these Veils were so heavy, that, in 


the exaggerated language of the time, it needed 300 priests to manipulate 


each.”  Edersheim, II, 611)



2)
No man could tear this veil – this was God at work.



3)
Since Jesus died about 3 PM (45), near the time of the evening sacrifice, it is 


likely that the incident was known almost immediately and was possibly 


even witnessed by the officiating priests.


2.
This act was in fact a Divine statement about the significance of Christ’s death 

(Heb 6:19-20; 10:19-20).



1)
What it symbolized was that a way of access had been opened to God by the 


death of Jesus.


“and the earth shook and the rocks were split.”


1.
Biblically, earthquakes often symbolized God’s presence or judgment (54; 28:2; 

1 Kings 19:11; Jer 10:10; Rev 8:5).



1)
This wasn’t a natural quaking that accidentally coincided with Jesus’ death.
52:
“The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised;

53:
and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and 
appeared to many.”

1.
Determining the sequence of events depends, in part, on how these verses should be punctuated.



1)
Some believe a period should be placed after the clause, “the tombs were 


opened.”  (at time of Christ’s death, but resurrection and appearance after 


Jesus’ resurrection.



2)
If the punctuation in the KJV is correct - tombs opened and raised at the time of Christ’s death, but they didn’t leave their tombs until after Christ’s resurrection (after Jesus left His tomb).


2.
We can only speculate who these were, but it is probable they were people who 

would be recognized by those living in Jerusalem (friends and relatives).



1)
There is no information concerning what happened to them after this event, 


but their resurrection dramatically illustrated the truth that Christ destroyed 


death by His death (1 Cor 15:20; Heb 2:14-15).
54:
“Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, 
when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very 
frightened and said, ‘Truly this was the Son of God!’”


1.
The variety of phenomena (miracles) made a powerful impression on the Roman soldiers, especially the centurion.



1)
Luke 23:47-49: “Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he began praising God, saying, ‘Certainly this man was innocent’.”



2)
Mark 15:39: “And when the centurion, who was standing right in front of 


Him, saw the way He breathed His last, he said, ‘Truly this man was the Son 


of God!” 


3)
After seeing the events that attended Christ’s death there is no doubt in his mind that heaven had just endorsed Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God (14:33).

· God’s power didn’t interfere.

55:
“Many women were there looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus 
from Galilee while ministering to Him.”

1.
The apostles fled (26:56; only John was present with Mary, Jesus’ mother).



1)
Mark 15:40-41: Women who had attended Christ during His public ministry 


(Luke 8:2-3) followed Him to Golgotha and witnessed the execution from a 


distance (John 19:25).
56:
“Among them was Mary Magdalene,”


1.
Mary Magdalene is introduced for the first time in Matthew.



1)
Her surname indicates she came from Magdala, a town located on the northwestern shore of the Sea of Galilee (15:39).


2.
She was a former demoniac who had been healed by Christ (Luke 8:2).



1)
There is no evidence that she was either a prostitute, or the woman who anointed Christ in Luke 7:36-50.


“and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,”

1.
Jesus’ mother had two sons named James and Joseph, but “Mary the mother of 

James and Joseph” is the mother of “James the Less” (Mark 15:40), who was 

possibly “James the son of Alphaeus” (10:3), the other apostle James.


“and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.”

1.
Salome is the mother of James and John (20:20), was also present.

VIII.
THE BURIAL (27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:31-42)


1.
John 19:31-37: Tells what happened from Jesus’ death and before being taken 

down from the cross.



1)
Why did the Jews ask that the legs of Jesus and the two crucified criminals 


be broken?



2)
What did a soldier do to Jesus instead of breaking His legs?  Why?



3)
What did John personally witness and why is it important?



4)
How was the piercing of Jesus’ side fulfillment of prophesy?



5)
What came from Jesus’ side?  (Explain the symbolism).
57:
“When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 
who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus.”

1.
He is described in the Gospels as being:



1)
Wealthy (Isa 53:9).



2)
Good and righteous (Luke 23:50).



3)
One who waited for the coming of the kingdom (Mark 15:43).



4)
And a member of the Sanhedrin who had not consented to Christ’s condemnation (Mark 15:43; Luke 23:51).


2.
Until now he had kept his discipleship secret out of fear (John 19:38; 12:42).



1)
But that which sent most of Jesus’ followers into hiding had the opposite 


effect on Joseph and brought him out into the open.
58:
“This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it 
to be given to him.”

1.
The bodies of the crucified were usually left on their crosses to rot.



1)
Burial required the express permission of a Roman official.



2)
Joseph went directly to Pilate (that he was able to speak with Pilate says 


something about his importance).



3)
After Pilate verified Jesus was dead (Mk.15:44-45), he ordered the body to 


be turned over to Joseph.
59:
“And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,”

1.
Joseph, assisted by Nicodemus (Jn.19:39), wound Christ’s body, “as is the 

burial custom of the Jews” (John 19:40).



1)
Mummy-style in a clean linen cloth.


2)
100 pounds of myrrh and aloes were used to mask the stench of decaying 


flesh.

· The Greek says 100 litras (litra=12 oz. – total [72] or 75 pounds).
60:
“and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock; and he 
rolled a large stone against the entrance of the tomb and went away.”

1.
Rock tombs were generally large enough to hold several bodies.



1)
Access was through a low door that could only be entered by stooping or 


crawling (John 20:5).


2.
To protect the bodies from animals and grave robbers the entrance would be 

barricaded with a closing stone.



1)
Either a rough boulder or a circular stone that rolled in a groove cut in the 


rock.



2)
This groove was on an incline, making the grave easy to seal but difficult to 


open.



3)
Several men might be needed to roll the stone back up the incline.



4)
Mark 16:3-4: The stone was “extremely large” – found weighing 500-600 lbs.


3.
“New tomb” – likely means it had been recently excavated.



1)
Luke 23:53; John 19:41: Christ’s body was the first to be placed in it.
61:
“And Mary Magdalene was there, and the other Mary, sitting opposite the grave.”

1.
The burial of Christ’s body was witnessed by the two Marys mentioned in v 56.



1)
This detail is important for it shows they knew the precise location of Christ’s tomb (28:1), which refutes theories that assert His body was never placed in Joseph’s tomb, or that the women went to the wrong tomb.



2)
36, 55: There is a constant watch over what takes place.



3)
This makes it clear to the readers that there was no mistake about the place 


or the events.


2.
1 Cor 15:4: Jesus’ burial is a core doctrine of the Gospel.



1)
It concludes the account of His death (for burial is how you dispose of a 


dead body) and sets the stage for the story of His resurrection.

IX.
THE GUARD (27:62-66)

62:
“Now on the next day, the day after the preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered together with Pilate,”


1.
Friday was the day of the preparation when the Jews prepared for the Sabbath.



1)
This meeting occurred on the Sabbath, the day following the day of the preparation.



2)
Luke 23:54: It likely took place at the beginning of the Sabbath, just after 


sundown (our 
Friday evening) for the priests and Pharisees were concerned 


that Christ’s tomb not be left unguarded lest His disciples steal His body and 


spread the lie that He had been raised (64).
63:
“and said, ‘Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that deceiver said, 
“After three days I am to rise again.”’”

1.
Christ’s enemies (not His disciples) remembered His prediction about His resurrection.



1)
Their knowledge may have come from the statements in 12:40 and 16:4 or possibly from reports (from Judas or others) that derived from the predictions in 16:21; 17:23; 20:19.


2.
“Deceiver” (planos) – Imposter, pretender (only used here in Matthew).


1)
They didn’t believe He would arise but they were bent on squelching any 


rumors to that effect.



2)
The Pharisees, who believed in a resurrection from the dead were especially 


afraid the population might accept such a report if it were circulated.
64:
“Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day, 
otherwise His disciples may come and steal Him away and say to the people, ‘He 
has risen from the dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first.’”


1.
To stop any rumor dead in its tracks.  (12:40-third day)


1)
They were apparently unaware the disciples were thoroughly demoralized 


and in no mood to perpetrate a hoax (Mark 16:11-14; John 20:19).



2)
A false report that Jesus had risen could cause them as much trouble as if He 


actually had.



3)
The first fraud would be Jesus’ Messianic claim, the last a faked resurrection 


to support it.
65:
“Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard; go, make it as secure as you know how.’”


1.
“You have a guard” can be understood either as an imperative, “Take a guard” 

(NIV, which points to a Roman detachment) or an indicative which points to 

Jewish officers.



1)
A Jewish guard seems to be the more likely possibility (28:11-14).


2.
There is not the slightest doubt that Pilate’s attitude to the chief priests precludes any kind of cooperation from him.



1)
If their request was for a military guard, then clearly his reply was in the 


negative.



2)
The priests has a Jewish Temple guard – a kind of civil police force – 



authorized to keep order in and around the Temple area (John 7:32, 45).



3)
Pilate referred them to the forces at their own disposal, and one can sense a 


note of sarcasm in his parting words, “Go your way, make it as secure as you 


can.”



4)
The following words in v.66 add to a Jewish guard at the tomb.

3.
By telling the Jews to make the tomb “as secure as you know how” Pilate sanctioned their use of police authority outside the temple complex and assured them their actions would not be interpreted as hostile.

66:
“And they went and made the grave secure, and along with the guard (setting a 
watch, KJV) they set a seal on the stone.”

1.
The Jews sealed the stone (60).  



1)
This was an anti-tampering device that likely meant they stretched a cord 


across the stone and embedded it on either side in wax or clay.



2)
Any movement of the stone would break the seal.


2.
They posted a guard (watch).



1)
The number isn’t stated, but the Jews would have stationed enough to fend 


off any attempt to steal the body.



2)
“Watch” (koustodia, a transliteration of the Latin custodia) is an expression 


that implies more than the traditional number of four guards.



3)
The full complement of a koustodia appears to have been 60 men.


3.
As far as anyone that day did see, or could see, Christianity was now dead.



1)
It appears annihilated with the utter destruction of its founder and only leader.
STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW TWENTY SEVEN (1-34)

ILLEGAL FORMAL TRIAL BY THE SANHEDRIN (1-2)

1.
Where was Jesus taken when He they led him away from Caiaphas’ house? (Lk 
22:66)

2.
What did the elders and chief priests plan to do with Jesus?

3.
Jesus being “led away” by being illegally shuffled back and forth before different 
authorities fulfills what Isaiah passage? 
4.
To whom did they deliver Him bound?

JUDAS’ DEATH (3-10)

1.
Does any other Gospel writer (Mark, Luke, John) record this event?

2.
What did Judas do when he saw Jesus was condemned?

3.
What was the confession of Judas?

4.
Then what did he do?

5.
What did the priests do with the money?

6.
What prophet is quoted concerning the price of the field? (see Jer 32:6-12)

7.
Give another name for “the field of blood.”

ROMAN TRIALS: BEFORE PILATE (11-14)

(Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:1-5; John 18:28-38)

1.
Why didn’t the Jews enter the Praetorium (governor’s official residence)? 


(Jn 18:28)

2.
What question did Pilate ask of the multitude?  (Jn 18:29)

3.
What was the Jews response?  (Jn 18:30)

4.
List three charges, as given by Luke, which the multitude made against Jesus


1)


2)


3)

5.
Why did the Jews bring different charges against Jesus this time than they brought 
before the Jewish trials?

6.
What had Jesus previously said about giving tribute to Caesar?  (Mt 22:15-22)

7.
What does Jesus say about “His kingdom?  (Jn 18:36)

8.
What did Pilate ask Jesus?

9.
What answer did Jesus give?

10.
How does Jesus answer the chief priests and elders when they accuse Him?

11.
Pilate was _________________ when Jesus answered nothing.

12.
Who does Pilate send Jesus to hear the case when he learned that Jesus was a 
Galilean? (Lk 23:6-12)

13.
Where was Herod at this time?

14.
Why was Herod glad to see Jesus?

15.
What did Herod and his soldiers do to Jesus when Jesus refused to talk?

16.
Who did Herod send Jesus to?

JESUS IS RETURNED TO PILATE AGAIN (15-26)

(Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:13-25; John 18:39-19:16)

1.
What was Pilate’s conclusion to his examination of Jesus?  (Lk 23:15) 
2.
What custom did Pilate fall back on in an attempt to deflect attention from Jesus?

3.
Who did Pilate suggest they take instead of Jesus?

4.
After reading the four accounts of Barabbas, sum up his character.

5.
Pilate knew the chief priests had delivered Jesus because of ______________.

6.
Who sent a message to Pilate, and what was its content?

7.
Who did the crowd urge Pilate to release?

8.
Who persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas?

9.
What question did Pilate ask the crowd?  (22)

10.
How was his question answered?  

11.
How many times did Pilate insist Jesus was innocent?  (Lk. 23:20-22)  
12.
What made Pilate more afraid?  (Jn. 19:7-12)

13.
What did Pilate do when he saw that he prevailed nothing?  

14.
What did the Jews say about the guilt of putting Jesus to death?

15.
What did Pilate do to Jesus before turning Him over to be crucified?

16.
Did the Romans put a limit on the number of strokes?

MORE HUMILIATION (27:27-30)

(Mk.15:16-19)

1.
What did the soldiers do to Jesus?

THE JOURNEY TO GOLGOTHA (27:31-34)

(Mk.15:20-23; Lk.23:26-33; Jn.19:16-17)

1.
Who did they compel to help Jesus with His cross?

2.
What does “Golgotha” mean?

3.
What did the soldiers offer Jesus that He would not drink?

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW TWENTY SEVEN (35-56)

JESUS CRUCIFIED ON THE CROSS (27:35-56)

(Mk.15:24-41; Lk.23:33-49; Jn.19:18-30)

1.
Mark says it was the “third hour”.  About what time of the day would that be?

2.
Did the Jews use crucifixion as a form of execution? (see Dt.21:22-23; Josh.7:25)

3.
Execution was usually reserved for the _____________ criminals.

4.
Why was crucifixion used as a form of execution?

5.
Where in Matthew did Jesus prophesy that He would die by crucifixion?

6.
What did they do with His clothes?


What verse in Psalm 22 did this act fulfill?

7.
What was the inscription on the cross?

8.
Who wrote these words?  (Jn.19:19)

9.
The inscription was written in what three languages?  (Jn.19:20)

10.
What objection to this title did the chief priests make?


Was their request granted?

11.
What verse in Isaiah 53 was fulfilled by the two criminals being crucified with 
Jesus?

12.
What did those who were passing by doing and saying?

13.
The chief priests, scribes, and elders joined in mocking Jesus with what 3 insults?


1)


2)



3)

14.
The robbers being crucified with Jesus were also ______________ Him with the 
__________________  _________________ .

15.
What were the first 3 sayings on the cross (said during the first 3 hours on the cross 
“before darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour” Mt.27:45)


1)
Luke 23:34 – 


2)
Luke 23:43 – 


3)
John 19:26 –




      27 – 

16.
How long did the darkness last?


What time of day was the sixth hour?


Ninth hour?


This is the first of four miracles.  List the other three miracles that occurred that 
day which are found in verses 51-53.


1)



2)



3)


17.
What was the fourth saying on the cross? (Mt.27:46)

18.
In Psalm 22 Jesus quoted David in what verse?

19.
Why did David make this statement?

20.
Does it appear that David was forsaken by God?

21.
Was David really forsaken by God?  (Psalm 22:23-24; Psalm 71 especially verses 
7-11, 17-21)

22.
The sixth saying on the cross (Jn.19:20) – “It is finished” is a quote from what 
verse in Psalm 22?

23.
Psalm 22 is Messianic and like other Messianic prophecies parts of this Psalm has 
an immediate application of the suffering David went through.  But its meaning 
goes far beyond anything David might have experienced personally.  Therefore this 
Psalm finds its ultimate fulfillment in the Messiah.  List the details that were 
minutely fulfilled during Jesus death on the cross.


1)
Ps. 22:1 (fulfilled in Mt.27:46) – 


2)
Ps. 22:6 (fulfilled in Mt. 27:39-44) – 


3)
Ps. 22:7 (fulfilled in Mt. 27:39 – 


4)
Ps. 22:8 (fulfilled in Mt. 27:43) – 


5)
Ps. 22:15 (fulfilled in Jn. 19:28 –


6)
Ps. 22:15 (fulfilled in Jn. 20:25)


7)
Ps. 22:17 (fulfilled in Lk.23:350 – 


8)
Ps. 22:18 (fulfilled in Mt. 27:35 –


9)
Ps. 22:22 (fulfilled in Heb. 2:12) – 


10) Ps. 22:31 (fulfilled in Jn. 19:20 –

24.
Should the Jews have been familiar with this Messianic Psalm?

25.
Did Jesus already know why He was dying?


Did He already know the answer to His question?


Notice Jn.11:41-42-Did Jesus say this for His own benefit? 


Why did Jesus utter this fourth saying on the cross?

26.
Was Jesus righteous when dying on the cross?  (Jn.8:29; 16:32; Eph.5:1-2)


Do you think Jesus thought He was left alone without the Father when He was 
obeying the Father, fulfilling prophecy, glorifying the Father and proving Himself 
to be the Son of God?

27.
Does God ever forsake the righteous? (Note Ps. 22:25-31; Ps. 37:25 [David 
speaking]; Heb. 13:5-6; Tit. 2:1-2)

28.
Why did some think Jesus called the name of Elias (Elijah)?

29.
What were the last three (5th-7th) sayings on the cross?


5)
John 19:28 – 


6)
John 19:30 –


7)
Luke 23:46 –

30.
About what time did Jesus die (give Jewish & Roman time)

31.
What Jewish custom took place at that time?

32.
What did the tearing of the veil, from top to bottom, that separated the Holy Place 
from the Holy of Holies signify?  (Heb.6:19-20; 10:19-20)

33.
When a Roman centurion saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, 
what did he confess?

34.
Who was looking on from a distance?

35.
How many Mary’s were witnessing the crucifixion? (hint-Mk.15:40)

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW TWENTY SEVEN (57-66)
THE BURIAL (57-61) 

(Mk.15:42-47; Lk.23:50-56; Jn.19:31-42)

1.
What did John personally witness and why is it important?

2.
What was the purpose of breaking the legs?

3.
Why did they not break Jesus’ legs?

4.
Who went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body for burial?

5.
Why was this man a secret disciple of Jesus?

6.
What do we know about this man?  (besides the parallel accounts see also Isa.53:9)


1)


2)


3)


4)

7.
What did this man provide for Jesus’ burial?

8.
Who else helped bury Jesus?


What do we know about him?


What did he provide for Jesus’ burial?

9.
What did these two men do to bury Jesus?

10.
Where is the tomb located in which Jesus was buried?


What prophecy did this fulfill?

11.
Who were the women watching the men bury Jesus?

12.
Where were the women while watching them bury Jesus?

GUARDING THE TOMB (62-66)

1.
What was the preparation?

2.
How did the Jews refer to Jesus when talking to Pilate?

3.
What did the Jews ask of Pilate?

4.
Why was the command given to secure the grave until the third day?

5.
What two things were done to secure the tomb?


1)


2)


Matthew 28
REJECTION OF CHRIST BY THE PHARISEES
A SUMMARY OF THE ORDER OF EVENTS

1. 
Luke 23:54 -- Friday evening, the Sabbath was beginning.

    
1)
Mary Magdalene and Mary, mother of Joses witnessed seeing the tomb and 

"how His body was laid" (61).
 2. 
Luke 23:56a -- Friday evening.

    
1)
They returned and prepared spices for embalming the body.

 3. 
Luke 23:56b -- Friday after sunset.

    
1)
These women rested "according to the commandment."

 4. 
Matt 27:62-66 -- Friday after sunset.

    
1)
Jewish rulers and soldiers secured the tomb---sealing it and they set a guard.

 5. 
Mark 16:1 -- Saturday, after sunset.

    
1)
These women seemed to have purchased additional spices since it was after 

sunset on Saturday (the Sabbath had ended).

 6. 
Luke 24:1; Mark 16:2; John 20:1 -- Sunday before sunup.


1)
The women started for the tomb.

 7. 
Matt 28:1-4 -- Sunday morning, sunrise.

    
1)
At sunrise a great earthquake 

2)
Jesus raised from the dead


3)
An angel rolled back the stone


4)
The soldiers fell down as if they were dead, they run off to report to their superiors.

 8. 
Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1a -- Sunday morning, just after sunrise.

    
1)
The women arrive at the tomb.

9. 
Mark 16:3-4; Luke 24:2; John 20:1b -- Sunday morning.

    
1)
The women saw the tomb already opened.

10. 
John 20:2 -- Sunday morning, still early.

    
1)
Mary Magdalene is shocked -- believed someone has taken Jesus' body from the 

tomb, she runs to tell Peter and John.

    
2)
John 20:1 mentions only Mary Magdalene as going to the tomb.

       

*
She is mentioned specifically because she is the one who ran to him (John) 


and Peter with the report of the empty tomb.

       

*
Remember, the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) were already in 


existence when John wrote (some years later), so he simply supplies material 


the synoptics omitted.

    
3)
An angel appears to the other women -- calms their fears.
       

*
Announces Jesus' resurrection from the dead 


*
Invites them into the tomb to see for themselves



*
Tells them, after they have seen, to go tell His disciples they will see Him in 


Galilee.

11. 
Matt 28:5-8; Luke 24:3-8 -- Sunday morning.

    
1)
They entered the tomb and another angel was there. 


*
They looked at the empty burial clothes, were exceedingly frightened, and hurried away with fear, and yet with great expectancy of joy.

       

*
There appears to be some lapse of time before they told the disciples.

This lapse of time would explain how Mary Magdalene could run away to tell Peter and John, run back to the tomb with them, Jesus appear to her there, and still be found with the group of women later when Jesus appeared to the group.

12.
John 20:3-10 -- Peter and John, having been told by Mary that Jesus' body was 
missing from the tomb, ran to the tomb. 

1)
Peter entered, found the facial cloth rolled up neatly apart from the rest of the 

burial wrappings. 

2)
John then entered, saw, and confirmed for himself that the body was gone. 


*
As yet, they are not convinced Jesus is raised from the dead.


*
The fact that the appearances were limited to Jesus’ followers, they were not believers in His resurrection until He revealed Himself alive (John 20:9; Mark 16:11).
13.
John 20:11-18 – Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalene


1)
It must have been just after Peter and John left the tomb that Mary Magdalene 

followed behind them. 

2)
Evidently, Peter and John saw that the tomb was empty, then left. 

3)
It must have been just after Peter and John left the tomb that Mary Magdalene 

showed up at the tomb and found no one there. 

4)
She was weeping, and while weeping, she looked into the tomb and saw the two 

angels sitting, one at the foot and the other at the head where Jesus had been 

laid. 

5)
The angels speak with her; then turning back and looking into the garden, she 

sees Jesus Himself, whom she thinks to be the gardener. 


*
While she was going to tell the disciples, Jesus appeared to the other women, 


who had started on before to also tell the disciples (Matt 28:9-10). 


*
Possibly Mary had joined the others by this time "while they were mourning 


and weeping" (Mark 16:10). 


6)
“And when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they refused to believe it" (Mark 16:11).
Mt.28:1-8: THE FACT OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS

7:
“Go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, 
He is going ahead of you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told 
you.”


1.
If the Gospel accounts of the resurrection were fiction, women would never 

have been the first to witness the empty tomb of the risen Christ (9).



1)
In the first-century Palestine, women had virtually no legal status and were 


not accepted as witnesses.



2)
1 Cor 15:5-8: Note Paul’s all-male list of witnesses.

9-10:
FIRST APPEARANCE – MARY MAGDALENE (John 20:11-18)
9:
“took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.”

1.
Before the women could find the disciples, Jesus finds them.



1)
“greeted them” (chairo) – be cheerful, rejoice (Phil.4:4).


2.
Incidental confirmation of the physical reality of the resurrection.
10:
“My brethren” 


1.
Comfort to men who had forsaken their Lord.



1)
Despite their failure, He still loved them and was not ashamed to call them 


brethren (Matt 12:48-50).

11-15:
THE DENIAL OF THE RESURRECTION
12:
“elders…they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers

13:
You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were 
asleep.’”


1.
Ironically, those who were so concerned about a lie being circulated (27:64) are 

the very ones who circulate a lie.



1)
The explanation the Jews crafted was not far-fetched for grave robbing was 


frequent in the first century.



2)
It was such a problem that it was made a capital crime.
15:
“and this story was  widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day.”


1.
The scribes and Pharisees had asked Jesus for some sign as proof that God was 

working in Jesus and were told that the only sign they would get is the sign of 

Jonah (12:38-40; 16:1-4).



1)
The Jewish leaders conspire to undercut the only sign that this generation 


will receive and that they themselves had demanded.


2.
Despite all the evidence against the stolen-body theory, it was still current at the 

time Matthew wrote – and was still believed well into the second century.



1)
Justin Martyr, who came from Samaria, reported in 150 AD that the Jewish 


authorities even sent specially commissioned men across the Mediterranean 


to counter Christian claims with this explanation of the resurrection.

16-20:
THE APOSTLES SENT TO PREACH AND BAPTIZE
18:
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”


1.
This does not refer to His inherent Divine authority, but to His inherited Davidic 

authority.



1)
Because of His submission to God’s will, Jesus was raised to sit on David’s 


throne (Acts 2:29-36; Eph 1:20-23; Ps 110:1).



2)
He will reign until He has put all enemies under His feet (1 Cor 15:25).



3)
The giving full authority to Christ refers to kingly authority and is the 



fulfillment of the promise God made to David (1:1).
OUR LORD'S APPEARANCES AFTER HIS RESURRECTION
_________________________________________________________________

Order    Time         To Whom            Where           Record

_________________________________________________________________

     Early Sunday  Mary Magdalene  
Near the tomb     
Mk. 16:9

  1    Morning                     
at Jerusalem      
Jn. 20:11-18

_________________________________________________________________

     Sunday        Women return-   
Near Jerusalem    
Mt. 28:9-10

  2  Morning       ing from tomb                   

_________________________________________________________________

     Sunday        Simon Peter     
Near Jerusalem    
Lk. 24:34

  3                  alone                          

_________________________________________________________________

     Sunday        Two disciples   
Between Jerusalem  Lk 24:13-31

  4  Afternoon                     
    and Emmaus     

________________________________________________________________

     Sunday    
   Apostles     
Jerusalem         
Jn.20:19-25

  5  Evening       except Thomas                           

_________________________________________________________________

     Sunday of   
Apostles,Thomas   Jerusalem         
Jn. 20:26-29

  6  Next Week    
being present                   

_________________________________________________________________

     Unknown   
Seven disciples   Sea of Galilee    
Jn. 21:1-13

  7                    fishing                        

_________________________________________________________________

     Unknown   
Eleven disciples  Galilee          
Mt. 28:16-20

  8            
 on a mountain                   

_________________________________________________________________

     Unknown   
Above 500         Galilee          
l Cor. 15:6

  9                brethren                        

_________________________________________________________________

     Unknown   
James only        Jerusalem,       
1 Cor. 15:7

 10   



      
      probably       

_________________________________________________________________

     Unknown    
All apostles   
Mount of Olives   
Lk. 24:50-51

 11       
    
at ascension     
 near Bethany    
Acts 1:6-12

_________________________________________________________________

    
A.D. 40 (?)   Saul (Paul)       On road to        
Acts 9:1-5

 12                                   Damascus        
1 Cor. 15:8

_________________________________________________________________

NOTE: Paul states (1 Cor. 15:8) that Christ appeared to him "last of all." It is safe to conclude that Christ has not appeared to any since that time.

STUDY QUESTIONS FOR MATTHEW TWENTY EIGHT
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS (1-8)

(Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-8; John 20:1-10)

1.
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave ______________ 
the ________________________.

2.
The time is mentioned as being very ___________ in the morning.

3.
Why was the stone rolled away from the door of the tomb?

4.
Why did these women come to the tomb, according to Mark?

5.
When the women found the body missing, what was their reaction?

6.
Who rolled the stone away from the tomb?

7.
What effect did the angel have upon the guards of the tomb?


8.
What is suggested in John 20:6-7 about the linen wrappings (clothes), etc.?

9.
What effect did all of this have upon John?

FIRST AND SECOND APPEARANCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST (9-10)

(Mk.16:9-11; Lk.24:9-11; Jn.20:11-18)

1.
To whom did Jesus first appear after His resurrection?

2.
What miracle had Jesus performed on Mary? (cf. Lk.8:1-3)

3.
Is Mary Magdalene the same woman who wet Jesus’ feet with her tears, wiping 
them with her hair, kissing His feet and anointing them with perfume? (Lk.7:36-50)


Support your answer

4.
What does Mary see when she looks within the tomb?

5.
What did Mary think had happened to the body of Jesus?

6.
Why did Jesus tell Mary to stop clinging to Him?

7.
What did Mary do after talking to Jesus?

8.
What was the reaction of the disciples to Mary’s announcement?

THE GUARDS REPORT TO THE JEWISH RULERS (11-15)

1.
What was the Jewish rulers’ response to the guards report?

2.
Was this story believed among the common Jew?

APOSTLES SENT TO PREACH AND BAPTIZE (16-20)

(Mk.16:15-18; 1Cor.15:6)

1.
Explain about Jesus’ authority “in heaven and on earth.”

2.
To whom were they to preach (teach)?

3.
What were they to tell people to do?

4.
Which did Jesus put first, baptism or salvation?

5.
What is said of those who refuse to believe?

6.
What is meant by “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit”?


7.
What was to be done to those who believed and were baptized?

8.
How long did Jesus promise to be with the baptized believers?

9.
Why is this sometimes called “The Great Commission”?

10.
Were the apostles faithful to the charge given them?

11.
To what extent are we responsible to “The Great Commission”?
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